X**  *  ' 


Rare  Com  Review 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc  ♦  Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  ♦  (800)  222-5993  ♦  September/October  1993  ♦  No.  95  ♦ 


$10 


ocus  on 


Nearly 

1000  New 
Purchases 


JncloNng  tftese 
important  ofemgs* 


Buffalo  Nickels,  pgs.  4  &  16 

Connoisseur's  Collection 
of  Morgan  Dollars,  pg.  24 

Liberty  Nickels,  pgs.  is  &  29 

Times  Tokens,  pgs.  46  &  49 

Liberty  Walking  Halves,  pg.  25 

COUnt  Books,  pg.  56 


P  I  C  K  E 


G  E 


SETS 


O  F 


Half  dollars 


Dear  Friends, 

Welcome  to  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  family  of  coin  enthusiasts. 
We  offer  you  premium-quality  coins  with  an 
unbeatable  100%  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction  (see  our  Terms  of  Sale,  pg.  68). 

This  month  I  have  put  together  several  gem 
sets  of  commemorative  half  dollars  for  your 
purchase  consideration.  Each  set  is  made  up  of 
PCGS  and  NGC  certified  MS-64  or  MS-65  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollars  from  the  1892-1954  classic  era. 
Each  coin  is  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  is  brilliant 


or  lightly  and  attractively  toned,  and  is  one  of  the  very 
best  of  its  grade  in  existence — quality  all  the  way! 

To  order,  telephone  Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper  to 
reserve  a  set.  Call  today — we  expect  these  to  go 
quickly.  As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  only  a  limited 
quantity  of  each  set  in  stock. 

We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon! 

Yours  sincerely, 


Raymond  M.  Merena 
President 


*  Connoisseur’s  Gem  MS-65 
Starter  Collection,  CH-1:  A 

great  way  to  begin  a  collection  of 
commemorative  half  dollars,  Col¬ 
lection  CH- 1  offers  hand-picked  gem 
MS-65  coins  of  the  following  variet¬ 
ies,  each  a  gem: 

1952-S  Carver-Washington  ($125); 
1936  Delaware  ($850);  1936  Elgin 
($495);  1936  Gettysburg  ($1,095); 
1926-S  Oregon  Trail  ($350);  1936 
Rhode  Island  (our  choice  of  mint; 
$585);  1935-S  San  Diego  ($145); 
1925  Stone  Mountain  ($295);  1946 
Booker  T.  Washington  ($65). 

9  designs:  list  prices  total  $4,005. 
Special  Price :  $3,700  postpaid. 

*  Connoisseur’s  Gem  MS-65 
Mini-Starter  Collection,  CH-2: 

Here’s  an  inexpensive  way  to  get 
started,  an  mini  version  of  our  CH-1 
set.  Hand-picked  gem  MS-65  coins  of 
the  following  varieties: 

1952-S  Carver-Washington  ($125); 
1926-S  Oregon  Trail  ($350);  1935- 
S  San  Diego  ($145);  1925  Stone 
Mountain  ($295);  1946  Booker  T. 
Washington  ($65) 

5  designs;  list  prices  total  $980. 
Special  Price:  $899  postpaid. 

*  Complete  California  MS-65  Col¬ 
lection,  CH-3:  Contains  all  the 
commemoratives  struck  for  Califor¬ 
nia  events,  each  a  beautiful  GEM  MS- 
65  .  Outstand  ing !  Only  one  set  in  stock. 
Contains: 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge  ($635);  1925-S 
California  Diamond  Jubilee 
($1,195);  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine, 
coin  with  LOS  ANGELES  as  part  of 
legend  ($3,950);  1915-S  Panama- 


Pacific  International  Exposition 
($3,950);  1935-SSanDiego($145); 
and  1936-D  San  Diego  ($169). 

6  designs;  list  prices  total  $10,044. 
Special  price:  $9,250  postpaid. 

*  Complete  1892-1893  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  MS-64 
Pair,  CH-4:  These  are  the  first  two 
United  States  commemorative 
halves,  and  were  issued  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  1893  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  held  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  You  get  one  each,  1892  and 
1893,  each  a  beautiful  MS-64  gem. 
Our  regular  prices  are  $450  for  the 
1892  and  $435  for  the  1893. 

2  designs;  list  prices  total  $885. 
Special  price:  $798  postpaid. 

*  Rarities  on  Parade,  CH-5: 

There’s  nothing  like  starting  at  the 
top!  This  special  CH-6  group  con¬ 
sists  of  some  of  the  most  famous 
rarities  in  the  commemorative  se¬ 
ries,  each  a  gem  MS-64  coin!  This  is 
like  having  an  art  museum  with 
exclusively  Rembrandts  in  it!  Here 
is  what  you  get: 

•  1922  Grant  With  Star  ($4,095) 

•  1928  Hawaiian  ($2,995) 

•  1935  Hudson  ($935) 

•  1935  Spanish  Trail  ($1,050). 

T otal  of  the  regular  prices  for  these  four 
rarities  comes  to  $9,075,  and  we  bet 
that  at  anywhere  else  but  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  you’d  have  a  devil 
of  a  time  finding  true  gems  of  superb 
aesthetic  appeal  as  we  offer  here,  even 
if  you  wanted  to  pay  $10,000!  First 
order  gets  this  formidable  foursome. 
4  designs;  list  prices  total  $9,075 
Special  price:  $8,250  postpaid. 


Complete  1936-dated  MS-65 
Design  Type  Collection,  CH-6 

Each  coin  is  a  GEM  MS-65.  Contains  one 
each  of  the  different  designs  produced  in 
1 936,  America’s  most  popular  commemo¬ 
rative  year.  As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  just 
two  sets  in  stock.  Each  set  contains: 
1936  Albany  ($850) 

1936  Arkansas  (our  choice  of  mint;  $525) 
1936-S  Bay  Bridge  ($635) 

1936  Boone  (our  choice  of  mint;  $225) 
1936  Bridgeport  ($675) 

1936  Cincinnati  (our  choice  of  mint; 
$1,095) 

1936  Cleveland  ($495) 

1936  Columbia  (our  choice  of  mint;  $350) 

1936  Delaware  ($850) 

1936  Elgin  ($495) 

1936  Gettysburg  ($1,095) 

1936  Long  Island  ($795) 

1936  Lynchburg  ($695) 

1936  Norfolk  ($675) 

1936  Oregon  Trail  (our  choice  of  mint; 
$350) 

1936  Rhode  Island  (our  choice  of  mint, 
$585) 

1936  Robinson  ($695) 

1936-D  San  Diego  ($169) 

1936  Texas  (our  choice  of  mint;  $215) 

1936  Wisconsin  ($365) 

1936  York  ($335) 

This  magnificent  collection  contains  21  dif¬ 
ferent  coins  representing  21  different  de¬ 
signs  and  21  different  commemorative 
occasions.  Each  coin  is  a  hand-selected 
gem  MS -65. 

21  designs;list  prices  total  $12,169 
Special  price:  $10,985  postpaid. 
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Dear  Friend, 

For  the  past  several  weeks,  ever  since  I  came  back  from  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  in  Baltimore,  I  have  been  working  on  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review.  Much  of  this  effort  has  been  in  concert  with  Mark  Borckardt  and  Ray  Merena,  and  has 
involved  the  pricing  and  cataloguing  of  nearly  1,000  new  coins  added  to  our 
inventory.  These  are  presented  for  the  first  time  in  the  pages  to  follow. 

Our  Direct  Sales  Department  has  been  very  busy  of  late,  and , 
as  of  the  day  I  am  writing  these  words  in  late  August,  there  are  so 
many  orders  on  hand  that  we  are  backed  up  several  hours  with  the 
preparing  of  invoices.  This  must  be  a  good  sign  of  something  or 
other!  Beth  Piper,  who  has  been  with  our  company  for  nine  years, 
has  recently  joined  Gail  Watson  as  one  of  two  people  receiving 
telephone  orders.  Chances  are  50%  that  you’ll  be  talking  with  Beth 
if  you  call,  and  50%  you’ll  be  talking  with  Gail.  Both  are  fine  people 
who  have  your  best  interests  at  heart. 

I  recently  read  that  attendance  at  retail  stores  and  shopping 
malls  is  down,  while  response  to  the  offerings  of  leading  mail  order 
companies  is  up.  The  reason:  People  can  order  cosmetics,  blue  jeans,  music 
cassettes,  lawn  furniture,  and  just  about  anything  else  simply  by  picking  up  the  telephone.  No 
wasted  time.  No  driving.  No  parking  problems.  No  waiting  in  line  at  stores.  For  a  number  of 
years  I  have  ordered  shirts,  slacks,  and  other  things  from  Lands’  End,  have  always  been 
impressed  with  their  quality  and  service,  and  have  cherished  the  notion  that  many  coin 
customers  must  like  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  as  much  as  I  like  Lands’  End.  At  least  we 
try  to  make  it  so. 

Here  in  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  in  the  heart  of  the  Lakes  Region,  about  a  two- 
hour  drive  north  of  Boston,  we  have  over  30  dedicated  people  to  serve  you,  whether  you  want 
to  buy  a  $9  book  or  a  $50,000  coin  rarity,  or  consign  a  multi-million  dollar  collection  to  one 
of  our  auctions.  We  occasionally  venture  out  of  town  to  New  York  City,  Orlando,  Los  Angeles, 

and  other  metropolitan  areas  to  conduct  auction  sales  and  attend 
conventions,  but  by  and  large  we  stay  right  here  at  home.  We  like  it 
that  way.  It  seems  that  there  is  always  enough  to  do.  In  fact,  it  would 
be  nice  to  have  about  1 0  more  hours  in  each  day  and  a  few  more  days 
in  each  week. 

Our  business  is  in  a  three-story  town  house  built  in  1905- 
1906  for  B.W.  Parshley,  a  local  dentist.  Dr.  Parshley  and  his  family 
were  people  of  refined  tastes,  for  they  ornamented  their  home  with 
oak  carvings,  art  glass,  and  other  accoutrements,  most  of  which  are 
still  in  place.  My  own  office  has  carved  oak  paneling  on  three  sides, 
and  on  the  other  a  brick  fireplace  and  a  view  of  Lake  Winnipesaukee, 
one  of  the  largest  fresh-water  lakes  in  America,  complete  with  over  200  habitable  islands.  We 
are  probably  the  only  rare  coin  company  with  its  own  dock.  You  can  come  to  see  us  by  boat 
if  you  wish!  While  we  keep  our  coins  in  bank  vaults,  we  are  always  happy  to  say  “hello”  to  out- 
of-towners  who  visit.  Call  Mark  Borckardt  in  advance,  and  he  can  arrange  to  have  a  selection 
of  coins  for  you  to  inspect. 

The  coins  in  this  listing  have  been  enjoyable  to  catalogue,  and  I  know  you  will  share 
my  pleasure  when  your  order  arrives  in  your  mailbox.  Thank  you  for  your  business  and 
friendship. 


Sincerely, 


Q.  David  Bowers,  Chairman,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
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Colonial  &  Copper 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 

We  recently  added  many  fine  colonial  and  early 
American  coins  to  our  inventory,  the  result  of  two 
significant  groups  of  pieces  purchased  en  bloc,  and 
of  scattered  single  buys.  The  following  listing  is 
rich  in  its  variety  and  includes  specimens  of  interest 
for  the  beginning  as  well  as  advanced  enthusiast  in 
the  series. 

1652  Oak  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-5.  VF-35.  Attractive  light  gray 
surfaces.  Full  planchet.  An  exceptional  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level . 3,895.00 

The  Oak  Tree  shilling,  although  dated  1652  (as  are  nearly  all 
Massachusetts  silver  coins,  the  exception  being  the  1662  Oak 
Tree  twopence),  is  believed  to  have  been  struck  circa  1660- 
1667. 

Undated  (1670-75)  Mark  Newby’s  coinage. 
St.  Patrick  farthing.  Breen-212.  AU-50.  An 
exceptionally  nice  specimen  with  lustrous  brown 
surfaces  and  strongly  reeded  edges.  A  prize  for 
the  specialist  in  coins  related  to  New  Jersey; 
rarely  seen  in  this  high  grade . 1,995.00 

Undated  (1670-75)  Mark  Newby’s  coinage.  St. 
Patrick  farthing.  Breen-212.  VF-20 . 350.00 

1722  Rosa  Americana  halfpenny.  D:G:  REX:,  UTILE 

DULCI  inscription.  EF-40.  Light  brown.  Very 
attractive  surfaces  and  overall  aspect,  much 
finer  than  usually  seen . 650.00 

1723  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  EF-40.  An  attrac¬ 

tive  example  of  this  large  and  impressive  de¬ 
nomination . 550.00 

Made  in  England  by  William  Wood  (who  also  produced  the 
Hibernia  coppers)  for  intended  distribution  in  the  American 
colonies.  Rosa  Americana  translates  to  “the  American  rose,” 
and  was  intended  to  be  a  pleasant  motif  and  inscription. 
Although  some  may  have  seen  circulation  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  it  is  our  belief  that  nearly  all  pieces  were  used  in 
commerce  in  England  itself. 

1722  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  VG-8.  Porous.  A 

cheapie  for  only . 49.00 

1723  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  G-VG.  ...  149.00 

1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  MS-65 

RB.  Mostly  fiery  original  mint  red.  One  of  the 


brightest,  most  notable  quality  pieces  we’ve 

handled . 1,295.00 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  after  GEORGIVS. 
MS-63  prooflike.  Red  and  brown  surfaces. 
Minted  in  England,  but  received  in  America  too 
late  for  effective  distribution  (the  fires  of  the 

Revolution  had  begun  to  bum) . 650.00 

(1672-1684)  London  Elephant  token.  MS- 
62.  Thick  planchet.  GOD  PRESERVE  LONDON 
style.  Breen-186.  200.3  grains.  Struck  on  a 
remarkably  smooth  planchet,  with  splashes  of 
mint  red  in  the  protected  areas  and  very  few 
marks  of  any  kind  in  evidence.  A  light  tan 
specimen,  deepening  slightly  at  the  reverse  left 
side.  Ideal  for  the  quality-conscious  colonial 

collector! . 2,550.00 

1760  Hibernia-Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Zelinka  2- 
A,  early  state.  AU-50.  Glossy  brown  surfaces, 
possibly  retoned,  but  certainly  beautiful.  Satis¬ 
faction  guaranteed,  as  always.  Not  often  en¬ 
countered  in  such  high  grade . 395.00 

This  issue,  believed  to  have  been  struck  in  Ireland,  has  been 
“adopted”  by  many  collectors  of  American  colonial  coins, 
although  the  writer  has  not  been  able  to  find  any  evidence  that 
such  pieces  ever  circulated  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

1760  Hibernia-Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  EF- 

40 . 410.00 

1760  Hibemia-Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  N-4,  Z  2-A. 

F-12 . 125.00 

1767  French  Colonies  copper.  No  counterstamp 

(and  scarcer  this  way).  VF-20 . 195.00 

1767  French  Colonies  copper.  Counterstamped  RF 
(for  Republique  Fran^aise).  Strong  VF-35  with 

smooth,  attractive  surfaces . 195.00 

1767  French  Colonies  copper.  Counterstamped 

RF,  as  usually  seen.  VF-25 . 120.00 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  after  GEORGIVS. 
MS-63  RB . 750.00 

Struck  in  England,  these  coins  arrived  in  Virginia  in  1775,  too 
late  in  the  order  of  pre-Revolutionary  events  for  the  pieces  to 
circulate  effectively. 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  after  GEORGIVS. 
MS-63  Brown,  with  some  tinges  of  original 

mint  red.  A  pleasing  coin . 595.00 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  after  GEORGIVS.  MS- 
60,  full  red.  A  very  attractive  specimen.  ...  545.00 
1787  Vermont.  Ryder-14.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  VF- 
20/F-15 . 245.00 

1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  3 . 1  -L.  Mailed  Bust 
Right.  Rarity-4  +  ;  scarce  variety.  G-4.  ...79.00 

1786  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  5.4-G.  VF-25. 

Struck  slightly  off  center — and  interesting  as 
such.  Medium  brown  planchet  of  excellent  qual¬ 
ity . 375.00 

1786  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  5.4-0. 1.  Mailed 
Bust  Left.  Rarity-2.  VF-25.  Attribution  number 


painted  in  left  obverse  field,  as  often  done  by 

collectors  decades  ago . 295.00 

1787  Connecticut  Copper  Miller  4-L.  EF-45.  ..495.00 
1787  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  8-0.  VF-30.  .  295.00 
1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

29.1- p.  Rarity-6,  and  important  as  such.  VG- 

8 . 140.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller  30- 
hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Ex  Norweb:  2526.  VF-30. .  345.00 
1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

31.1- gg.l.  Rarity-3.  F-15 . 115.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

31.1- gg.l.  Rarity  3.  ET  LIR  reverse  variety.  F- 

12 . 95.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

32.1- X.3.  Low  Rarity-6.  F-12 . 195.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

32.2  X.l.  EF-40 . 365.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

32.2- X.l.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 95.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

32.2- X.l.  Rarity-2.  VG-10 . 45.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

32.3- X.4.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 85.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

32.3-X.4.  Rarity-2.  VG-8 . 49.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

33.6- KK.  Low  Rarity-4.  G-4 . 69.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

33.7- r.2.  Rarity-1.  F-12 . 135.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

33.12-Z.16.  Rarity-4 +.  VG-10 . 45.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
Miller  33. 15-r.l.  Rarity-2.  Ex  Norweb:  2552. 

VF-30 . 315.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

33. 15-r.l.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 95.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

M33.17-r.l.  Rarity-3.  VG-10 . 45.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

M33.19-Z.1.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 159.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

33.34-Z.3.  Rarity-6.  F-12 . 195.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Rarity  - 
4.  Miller  37.1-cc.l.  VG-8 . 99.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller 

43.1-Y.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 235.00 

1788  Connecticut.  Miller  14.2-A.2.  Rarity-6.  VG- 

8.  Obverse  Fine,  reverse  G  to  VG.  Rare,  as 
noted . 145.00 

1788  Connecticut.  Miller  16.3-N.  Rarity-2.  VF- 
35 . 385.00 
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1786  New  Jersey.  Maris  15-T.  Narrow  shield.  VF- 

30.  Medium  brown  planchet  of  excellent  qual¬ 
ity . 395.00 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  46-e.  VF-20.  Medium  brown 

surfaces  with  some  irregularity.  Clash  marks  on 
obverse  die  of  reverse  shield . 275.00 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  46-e.  VG-8 . 49.00 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  48-g.  VG-8/VF-20. .  149.00 
1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  56-n.  Camel  Head.  Struck 
over  a  Connecticut  copper.  VG-10.  Parts  of  Con¬ 
necticut  inscription  can  still  be  seen . 210.00 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  63-s.  F-15 . 185.00 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  64-t.  Large  planchet,  and 
impressive  and  handsome  as  such.  VF-20.  Not 
completely  struck  up  at  the  center,  and  there 
showing  some  characteristics  of  the  original 

planchet’s  surface . 295.00 

1785  Nova  Constellatio.  Crosby  3-B.  Pointed  rays, 
correct  CONSTELLATIO  spelling.  VF-35.  Glossy 
brown . 395.00 

Walter  H.  Breen  has  suggested  that  these  be  called  Constellatio 
Nova  pieces,  instead  of  the  traditional  Nova  Constellatio.  The 
Guide  Book  prefers  the  latter  form.  Bowers  and  Merena  staff 
numismatists  seem  to  be  divided  on  the  subject. 

1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York).  On  reverse  figure 

faces  left.  VF-20.  Medium  brown.  Exceptional 
quality  for  the  grade . 575.00 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  7-M.  Rarity-4.  F- 

12 . 125.00 

Circa  1792  Kentucky  token.  AU-50.  Lustrous  light 
brown  planchet'.- . 325.00 

Minted  in  England  as  part  of  the  conder  token  series;  initials 
for  15  states  are  shown,  with  K  for  Kentucky  at  the  top,  hence 
the  name  given  to  the  variety. 

Circa  1792  Kentucky  token.  Edge  lettered:  PAY¬ 
ABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL. 
MS-63,  brown.  Prooflike  surfaces.  A  superb 

coin! . 945.00 

1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  NEW-YORK  on 
reverse.  PAYABLE  AT  THE  STORE  OF  on  edge, 
the  inscription  intended  to  be  completed  by  the 
legend  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin.  AU-50.  Rich, 

glossy  brown  surfaces.  Nice!  . 350.00 

1783  Washington.  Small  Military  Bust.  AU-50. 
Glossy  brown . 295.00 

The  reverse  die  is  signed  T.W.I.  and  E.S.,  for  engraver 
Thomas  Wells  Ingram  and  delineator  Edward  Savage,  the  latter 
being  well  known  in  his  time.  Believed  to  have  been  struck  in 
Birmingham. 

1783  Washington  cent.  Small  Military  Bust.  F- 
12 . 140.00 


1783  Washington  UNITY  CENTS.  VF-35.  A  choice 
specimen . 269.00 

Struck  early  in  the  19th  century,  the  reverse  inscription  is  an 
evasion  of  the  original  in  order  to  circumvent  counterfeiting 
laws. 

1783  Washington  UNITY  STATES.  VF-30.  140.00 


Superb  WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA 
1792  Copper  by  Perkins 


1792  WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA 
copper  EF-45.  A  superb  specimen  with  rich, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  Excellent  definition  of 
detail.  One  of  the  nicest  we’ve  seen  of  this 
classic  issues.  Dies  by  Jacob  Perkins  of 
Newburyport,  Mass,  (who  also  cut  dies  for  the 
Massachusetts  copper  coinage) . 5,475.00 

1793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  Edge:  PAYABLE 
IN  ANGLESEY  LONDON  OR  LIVERPOOL.  Die 
bulge  at  right  rim  of  reverse.  VF-30.  ...  195.00 
1795  Washington  Grate  copper.  VF-30.  Small  But¬ 
tons  on  coat;  diagonally  reeded  edge.  Very 
scarce  variety,  at  least  a  dozen  times  more 
elusive  than  the  Large  Buttons  style.  ...295.00 
1795  Washington  Liberty  and  Security  halfpenny. 
VF-30.  PAYABLE  IN  LONDON  LIVERPOOL  OR 

BRISTOL  edge  (as  usually  seen) . 275.00 

1800  Washington  Funeral  medal.  Baker- 
166C.  Unlisted  die  combination  2-D; 
possibly  unique.  A  prize  for  the  special¬ 
ist.  White  metal.  AU-58.  Some  pin  scratches 
on  the  reverse.  Obverse  with  portrait  surrounded 
by  inscription:  HE  IS  IN  GLORY,  THE  WORLD 
IN  TEARS.  Reverse  with  funeral  urn  and  abbre¬ 
viated  biographical  dates.  Holed  at  the  top  for 
suspension,  as  usual . 2,495.00 

Struck  shortly  after  Washington’s  death  (December  14, 1799) 
by  Jacob  Perkins  of  Newburyport,  Mass.  Perkins  was  a  well- 
known  inventor  in  his  time  and  is  best  remembered  today  for 


advances  he  pioneered  in  bank  note  security  printing  His 
biography  appears  in  the  book,  The  History  of  U  S.  Coinage  (Q 
David  Bowers;  see  our  Books  for  Sale  section). 

1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  12-X.  MS-63. 

Decently  struck.  Light  brown  planchet,  without 
fissures,  with  a  few  hints  of  original  red.  Prob¬ 
ably  from  the  Bank  of  New  York  hoard  of  fond 
memory . 1,795.00 

The  1787  Fugio  can  rightly  be  called  the  first  United  States 
cent  inasmuch  as  it  was  authorized  by  Congress.  Production 
was  done  under  private  contract,  as  the  government  did  not 
have  its  own  mint  at  the  time. 

Half  Cents 

This  listing  includes  many  interesting  half  cents, 
including  new  purchases  from  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  Convention.  Coins  of  this 
denomination  have  been  a  staple  item  of  sales  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  which  reminds  us 
to  suggest  that  if  you  have  a  collection  of  half  cents 
for  sale,  count  us  as  being  interested. 


Exceptional  1794  Half  Cent 
Glossy  EF-40 

1794  Breen-9.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Glossy, 
lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  excel- 
lendy  defined  in  all  areas.  Half  cents  of  this  date 
are  very  difficult  to  find  at  this  grade  level.  In 
fact,  we  probably  have  a  dozen  equivalent  grade 
1795  half  cents  for  every  1794.  A  prize  from 
among  the  nearly  1,000  outstanding  coins  we 
purchased  at  the  ANA  Convention.  ...  3,950.00 

1795  B-4,  Cohen-4.  F-15.  Plain  Edge.  With  Pole. 
Punctuated  Date.  Slight  planchet  clip  at 
10:00 . 625.00 

1797  B-lc,  C-l.  1  Above  1.  VF-35  (PCGS). 
Blundered  die,  with  first  1  punched  far  too 
high;  with  1797  date  punched  in  the  proper 
position  below  it.  A  splendid  coin  with  light 
brown  surfaces,  a  coin  with  a  great  deal  of 
aesthetic  appeal.  In  our  opinion,  this  is  one  of 
the  more  interesting  die  varieties  of  this  early 
era . 2,650.00 

1800  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40.  First  year  of  the  Draped  Bust 
design  (an  obverse  motif  created  by  noted 
portrait  artist  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  first  used  on 
the  1795  silver  dollar) . 410.00 

1802  B-2,  C-2.  Reverse  of  1802.  F-12.  Better 

than  usual  strike,  especially  on  the  reverse.  This 
is  the  key  date  of  its  era.  It  is  believed  that  all 
specimens  were  struck  on  planchets  made  from 
misstruck  large  cents.  Cross  this  one  off  of  your 
want  list,  for  just . 1,495.00 

1803  B-3,  C-3.  AU-50.  Elusive  this  high  grade, 

especially  in  comparison  to  half  cents  dated 
1800  and  1806.  A  prize  coin  for  the  half  cent 
specialist  and  connoisseur . 2,150.00 

1804  B-l,  C-l.  Sharpness  of  EF-40,  but  net  graded 

VF-20 . 195.00 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  MS-63  BN 
(NGC).  A  lustrous  piece  with  great  show  ap¬ 
peal,  a  beauty!  Notably  rarer  than  the  usually 
seen  Breen-7,  Cohen-8  Spiked  Chin.  Quite 
possibly  Condition  Census.  Breen  enumer¬ 
ates  four  Uncirculated  coins  and  notes  that 
others  exist;  in  all  probability,  the  coin  offered 
here  is  in  the  upper  rank  of  surviving  Mint 
State  pieces,  most  of  which  are  undoubtedly 
closer  to  MS-60 . 2,595.00 
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1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
The  chin  protuberance  was  probably  caused  by 
the  slip  of  an  engraver’s  chisel.  In  addition,  all 
specimens  have  a  "fingerprint”-like  pattern  in 
the  right  obverse  field,  believed  to  have  been 
caused  by  a  threaded  bolt  inadvertently  being 

compressed  against  the  die . 1,150.00 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very 

lustrous  brown  surfaces . 895.00 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-45 . 435.00 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-30.  Collecting  idea: 
Consider  putting  together  a  set  of  1804-dated 
die  varieties — there  are  so  many  interesting 

ones  to  choose  from . 275.00 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20 . 140.00 

1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  EF-45. 435.00 
1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  G-5. 55.00 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4.  Stemless.  AU-58  BN 

(NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces,  a  beauty! 
Early  half  cents  in  this  high  grade  have  a  quint¬ 
essential  beauty  all  their  own . 795.00 

1805  B-l,  C-l.  Small  5.  Stemless.  AU-58. 

Lustrous  brown  fields . 1,195.00 

1805  B-l,  C-l.  Small  5.  Stemless.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces . 1,095.00 

1806  B-3,  C-l.  Small  6.  Stemless.  AU-55 

(PCGS) . 499.00 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6.  Stems.  MS-62  RB 
(PCGS).  Lustrous,  rich  brown  surfaces  with 
ample  areas  of  original  mint  red.  A  very  beau¬ 
tiful  example,  quite  possibly  from  a  circa  1906 
hoard  dispersed  by  the  Chapman  brothers  of 
Philadelphia.  An  ideal  coin  for  a  type  set  or 
variety  collection . 1,950.00 


1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6.  Steins.  MS-61  BN 

(PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  grade; 
lustrous  and  attractive  in  every  respect.  1,275.00 
1808/7  C-2.  F-12.  Excellent  definition  of  detail, 

including  the  overdate . 525.00 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5.  9  over  inverted  9.  AU-50  (ANACS 

Cache) . 375.00 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5.  9  over  inverted  9.  EF-40.  First 

year  of  the  Classic  Head  style . 195.00 

1809  B-2,  C-l.  Rarity-6.  G-4.  A  major  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  specialist . 1,350.00 

1809  B-4.  EF-45 . 195.00 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 215.00 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous 

brown.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 595.00 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-58 . 235.00 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-50 . 149.00 

1828  B-3,  C-2.  VF-35.  12  Stars.  One  of  the  most 

interesting  die  varieties  of  the  era;  the  anoma¬ 
lous  star  count  is  unexplained . 140.00 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 235.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown 

surfaces,  virtually  prooflike  in  their  aspect. 
Mark  Borckardt  located  this  beauty,  and  it  is 

here  offered  for  the  first  time . 1,495.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 595.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (PCGS) . 250.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 69.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 345.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 185.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 149.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 145.00 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 365.00 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-60  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  .235.00 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-58 . 185.00 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-45 . 85.00 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS). 
This  is  the  only  readily  collectible  (i.e. ,  non- 

Proof)  half  cent  of  the  1840s . 2,150.00 

1851  MS-61  RB  (NGC) . 219.00 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Well  struck  and 

very  lustrous,  with  rich  tan  surfaces  and  frosty 
red  highlights.  An  ideal  selection  for  a  high- 
grade  collection.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  an  1853  half  cent  with  full  original 
red;  why  this  is  so  is  a  mystery . 1,950.00 

We  recall  having  a  conversation  with  Walter  H.  Breen  in  the 
late  1950s,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  had  examined  thousands 
of  half  cents  since  beginning  his  interest  in  numismatics  (in 
1947),  but  had  never  seen  a  mint  red  1853.  At  the  time,  he  had 
with  him  a  manuscript  for  his  half  cent  book,  hand  typed  on 
onionskin  paper.  However,  it  was  not  until  1983  that  Walter 
Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Half  Cents,  published  by  Jack 
Collins,  saw  the  light  of  day.  The  wait  was  worth  it,  as  the 
volume  is  arguably  the  finest  single  treatise  in  print  re  any  early 
American  specialized  series.  Unfortunately,  this  lavish  book  is 
high  priced  and  has  not  had  the  wide  circulation  it  deserves. 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  lovely, 

lustrous  brown  specimen  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 
high  grade . 1,950.00 

1854  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Light  brown  surfaces. 

Only  one  in  stock,  for  just . 375.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces, 

with  about  70%  original  mint  red . 625.00 

1856  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) .  It  has  been  our  experience 

that  the  1856  is  several  orders  rarer  than  1855 
in  like  grade;  however,  the  current  price  does 
not  reflect  this . 550.00 


Buffalo  Nickels 


STARTER  COLLECTION 

Would  you  like  to  make  a  grand 
entry  into  the  Buffalo  nickel  series? 
Our  recent  purchases  of  superb- 
quality  coins  allow  us  to  make  this 
offer  for  the  first  time.  Determine 
your  grade  objective  of  MS-63  or  MS- 
64.  Each  of  these  grades  offers 
excellent  quality  for  the  price,  often  at 
a  fraction  of  the  MS-65  price. 

Designed  by  James  Earle 
Fraser,  the  Buffalo  nickel  is 
America’s  most  “sculptured” 
appearing  design.  Today,  it  is 
high  on  the  list  of  favorites  with 
numismatists. 

Each  coin  in  your  collection 
will  be  certified  by  PCGS  or 
NGC,  will  be  lustrous,  and  is 
hand-selected  to  be  of  Pre¬ 


mium  Quality.  You’ll  not  find  better 
coins  for  the  grade  anywhere!  Dates 
and  mintmarks  are  of  our  choice, 
your  set  will  contain  a  fascinating 
group  of  coins  ranging  from  the  first 
year  of  issue,  1913,  to  the  last, 

1938,  and  will  include  specimens 
from  all  three  mints:  Philadelphia, 
Denver,  and  San  Francisco. 


To  order,  telephone  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  and  reserve  a  set.  Complete 
satisfaction  guaranteed. 

♦  BUFFALO  NICKEL  COLLECTION 
SET-1.  MS-63.  $  1 ,000  or  more  list 
price  worth  for  only  $895  postpaid. 

♦  BUFFALO  NICKEL  COLLEC¬ 
TION  SET-2.  MS-63.  $2,500  or 
more  list  price  worth  for  only 
$2,239  postpaid. 

BUFFALO  NICKEL  COLLEG 
TION  SET-3.  MS-64.  $2,500 
or  more  list  price  worth  for 
only  $2,239  postpaid. 

BUFFALO  NICKEL  COLLEC¬ 
TION  SET-4.  MS-64.  $5,000 
or  more  list  price  worth  for 
only  $4,425  postpaid. 


Page  4 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  95 


A  Brief  History  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 


mong  the  various  United  States  mints,  that 
which  operated  at  Charlotte,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  with  coinage  beginning  in 
1 838,  is  one  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing.  Produced  there  were  gold  coins  only,  of 
the  denominations  of$l,  $2.50,  and  $5.  In 
1861  the  facility  was  seized  by  Confederate 
forces,  after  which  coinage  ceased.  In  later 
years  the  mint  structure  was  used  for  other 
purposes.  Today,  moved  to  a  location  in  a 
city  park,  it  serves  as  the  Mint  Museum  in 
Charlotte. 

The  following  brief  historical  sketch  of 
the  institution  is  from  The  Annual  Report  of 
the  Director  of  the  Mint,  1 913. 

The  United  States  Assay  Office  at  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.,  was  closed  finally  on  June  30, 

1913,  Congress  having  failed  to  make  pro¬ 
vision  for  its  support  beyond  that  date. 

Such  pieces  of  equipment  as  were  valuable 
for  further  use  were  shipped  to  other  insti¬ 
tutions  of  the  service  and  the  remainder  of 
the  furniture  and  outfit  was  sold  at  auction 
on  the  premises  and  the  proceeds  turned 
into  the  Treasury. 

In  recent  years  the  receipts  of  bullion  at 
the  Charlotte  office  have  been  insufficient 
to  warrant  its  continuance,  amounting  in 
the  last  fiscal  year  to  only  $29,428.30. 

The  Charlotte  assay  office  was  originally  estab¬ 
lished  as  a  coinage  mint  in  an  act  approved  March 
3,  1835,  which  also  established  branch  mints  at 
New  Orleans,  La.,  and  Dahlonega,  Ga.  The  mints  at 
Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  were  designed  to  serve 
the  gold-producing  districts  of  the  southern  Appa¬ 
lachian  region,  which  at  that  time  comprised  the 
only  gold-mining  territory  in  the  United  States. 
New  Orleans  was  an  important  commercial  port, 
and  the  mint  there  was  expected  to  operate  upon 
foreign  coin  and  bullion. 

From  1804  to  1823  small  deposits  of  native 
gold  aggregating  in  three  years  $47,000  had  been 
received  from  this  state.  [Shipments]  gradually 
increased,  and  in  1 829  they  amounted  to  $134,000, 
and  there  was  also  $2,500  from  Virginia  and  $3,500 
from  South  Carolina.  In  1830  Georgia  entered  the 
list  of  gold-producing  states  with  an  output  of 
$212,000,  and  the  yield  of  the  four  States  aggre¬ 
gated  $466,000.  In  1831  Alabama  and  Tennessee 


each  made  a  small  showing,  and  in  1834  the 
southern  Appalachian  region  made  its  best  output, 


approximately  $900,000.  In  the  following  year  the 
act  providing  for  the  three  new  branch  mints  was 
passed. 

In  November,  1835,  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  was  notified  by  Samuel  McComb, 
who  had  been  appointed  to  select  a  site  for  the 
Charlotte  branch,  that  he  had  purchased  from 
William  Carson  and  F.L.  Smith  a  full  square  con¬ 
taining  near  four  acres  of  land  for  $1,500. 

Proposals  for  the  erection  of  the  building  were 
advertised  for  in  the  Charlotte  roumal,  Washington 
Globe,  Richmond  Inquirer,  and  the  North  Carolina 
Standard.  The  contract  was  awarded  to  Perry  & 
Ligon,  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  on  October  15,  1835,  at 
$29,800,  to  be  completed  January  1,  1837.  The 
cost  of  the  machinery,  to  be  furnished  by  the 
director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  was  estimated 
at  $  1 5,000.  Coleman,  Sellers  &  Sons,  Philadelphia, 
furnished  the  steam  engine,  shaft,  etc.,  for  $8,297, 
while  Merrick,  Agnew  &  Tyler  furnished  coining 
presses,  draw  benches,  etc.,  for  $6,690.  This  equip¬ 


ment  was  shipped  to  Charlotte  in  April,  1837. 
Considerable  difficulty  occurred  in  transporting 
the  heavy  machinery  to  Charlotte,  and  the 
steam  engine  was  not  set  up  until  August. 

John  H.  Wheeler  of  North  Carolina  was 
appointed  as  the  first  superintendent.  J.H. 
Gibbon  and  John  R.  Bolton,  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  were  appointed  assayer  and  coiner, 
respectively.  In  December  1837,  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  was  advised  that  the 
deposits  of  gold  had  amounted  to  $  1 30,600, 
and  the  coinage  to  $84,165.  The  dies  for 
this  coinage  were  made  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  and  in  transmitting  them  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mint  urged  Col.  Wheeler,  the 
superintendent,  to  hasten  the  coinage,  and 
mentioned  that  although  the  dies  are  dated 
1 838,  there  was  no  objection  to  using  them 
in  1 83 7.  The  reason  given  for  the  haste  was 
that  the  equipment  might  be  tested,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  operation  of  the  coinage  press 
by  steam  power,  which  was  regarded  as  in 
some  degree  experimental.  The  applica¬ 
tion  of  steam  power  to  coinage  was  first 
made  in  this  country  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  1836. 

On  the  night  of  July  27,  1844,  the 
Charlotte  Mint  was  nearly  destroyed  by 
fire,  which  occurred  in  the  coining  room 
and  nearly  consumed  the  entire  building.  The 
machinery  was  seriously  injured,  but  the  records, 
being  stored  in  the  vault,  were  not  injured.  Mr. 
Caldwell,  the  superintendent,  reported  that  evi- 
dendy  the  fire  was  the  work  of  a  thief,  as  his  living 
apartments  had  been  entered  and  articles  stolen. 

The  present  building  was  authorized  by  Act  of 
March  3,  1845,  and  was  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$31,572.97,  and  occupied  in  1846,  and  used  for 
coinage  purposes  until  May  20,  1861,  when  North 
Carolina  entered  the  Confederacy  and  operations 
were  suspended.  The  building  was  used  during  the 
Civil  War  as  a  Confederate  hospital. 

In  1867  the  assay  office  at  Charlotte  was  re¬ 
established  by  Act  of  Congress  dated  March  19,  and 
was  maintained  as  such  until  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  1913. 

The  mint  at  Dahlonega  was  never  reopened 
after  the  Civil  War.  Coinage  operations  resumed  at 
New  Orleans  after  the  war,  but  were  suspended 
and  the  coining  machinery  removed  in  1910. 


▲  This  $5  gold  coin,  shown  larger  than  actual  size,  was 
struck  at  the  Charlotte  Mint.  Note  the  C  mintmark  on  the 
reverse  below  the  eagle. 
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1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Red  and 
brown  surfaces,  with  about  60%  to  70%  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  offered 
in  recent  years . 2,950.00 

Just  35, 1 50  hall  cents  of  this  year  were  reported  to  have  been 
coined.  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  not  all 
of  these  were  released.  The  Act  of  February  21, 1857  spelled  the 
end  of  the  denomination,  and  there  was  no  sense  releasing  into 
circulation  coins  that  would  soon  be  called  in.  Neil  Carothers’ 
book.  Fractional  Money,  gives  an  excellent  exposition  of  the 
small  change  (“fractional  money”)  of  the  era,  and  is  highly 
recommended  reading  for  anyone  interested  in  financial  his¬ 


tory  of  the  mid-  19th  century. 

1857  B-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 625.00 

1857  B-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 495.00 


Large  Cents 

Our  listing  of  large  cents  begins  with  the  rare 
1793  Liberty  Cap  and  ends  with  the  last  date  in  the 
series,  the  1857.  Along  the  way  are  many  high- 
grade  coins,  interesting  varieties,  and  other  selec¬ 
tions,  including  new  purchases  from  buying  trips 
and  from  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore. 
Whether  you  are  collecting  by  types,  by  dates,  or  by 
varieties,  there  are  many  pieces  of  commanding 
interest.  Your  satisfaction  is  completely  guaran¬ 
teed,  as  always. 


Extremely  Rare  1793  S-13  Liberty  Cap 


1793  Sheldon-13.  Liberty  Cap.  VG-10  (PCGS). 

Light  brown  surfaces.  Excellent  definition  of 
design.  Some  light  planchet  lamination  is  noted. 
A  quality  specimen  of  the  rarest  of  the  three 
major  design  types  of  1 793  cents,  a  numismatic 
classic.  The  general  motif  is  that  of  the  Libertas 
Americana  medal  by  Dupre.  Variety  with  two 
beads  over  I  of  LIBERTY;  reverse  with  leaf 
under  ME  parallel.  In  general,  the  order  of 
rarity  among  major  design  types  and  dates  in 
the  early  series  is,  rarest  first:  1793  Liberty  Cap, 
1799,  1793  Chain,  1804,  1793  Wreath— con¬ 
tinuing  on  down  the  list . 3,495.00 

1794  S-57.  VF-35.  Dr.  Edward  Maris  styled  this 

as  the  Pyramidal  Head  in  his  essay  on  cents  of 
this  year . 2,150.00 

1796  S-122.  Draped  Bust.  VF-20.  Beautiful 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men;  certainly  one  of  the  finest  at  this  grade 
level . 2,950.00 


f  His  Commemoratives 

The  following  is  from  R.K.: 

"Dear  Gail: 

"Thank  you  ever  so  much  for  the  beautiful 
commemorative  coins  you  have  selected  for  me 
as  part  of  my  Commemorative  Coin  Club  par¬ 
ticipation  They  are  absolutely  outstanding.  ” 


Superb  1797  S-140  Cent 


1797  S-140.  EF-45.  Sharply  struck,  and 
with  a  lustrous,  glossy  medium  brown  surface. 
Excellent  definition  of  hair  strands  and  other 
details  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  except  for  a 
few  areas  of  weakness  resulting  from  the  poor 
condition  of  the  coinage  dies.  The  obverse 
displays  two  prominent  bulges,  one  from  the 
date  across  the  bust  into  the  right  field.  The 
other  in  the  left  field  behind  the  hair  curls. 
Additionally,  the  obverse  displays  several  ex¬ 
tensive  die  cracks.  Another  bulge,  on  the  re¬ 
verse  directly  opposite  the  right  side  obverse 
bulge,  creates  extensive  striking  weakness  on 
the  bust  and  obliterates  the  word  OF.  Tied  for 
ninth  finest  known  with  two  nicer  pieces  in  the 
ANS  collection  (permanently  we  assume).  This 
piece  has  just  been  purchased  for  our  stock  by 
Mark  Borckardt . 3,695.00 

Large  cent  book  update:  Mark  Borckardt  is  going  full  (but 
deliberate)  speed  ahead  with  the  so-called  Walter  Breen  manu¬ 
script  for  a  new  reference  book  on  United  States  large  cents 
1793-1814.  Portions  of  the  draft  were  shown  to  interested 
parties  at  the  recent  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore.  It  is  too 
early  to  project  a  publication  date,  but  we  expect  within  six  to 
nine  months  to  have  a  schedule  in  place.  More  information  will 
be  forthcoming  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  in  Penny-Wise. 


1798  S-171.  F-15  net.  Actually  VF-20  with  a  few 
minor  rim  marks.  Pleasing  surfaces.  Late  die 

state . 475.00 

1 798  S- 1 79.  VF-30  (NGC) .  Another  new  ANA  Con¬ 
vention  purchase . 675.00 

1805  S-267.  EF-45.  Blunt-top  1  in  date.  1,095.00 

1805  S-269.  VF-25.  Pointed-top  1  in  date;  notably 

scarcer  than  the  Blunt  1  style . 425.00 

1806  S-270.  VF-25.  Only  variety  of  the  year.  Con¬ 

sidered  to  be  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the  1 9th 
century . 525.00 

1808  S-277.  VF-30.  So-called  12  Stars  variety;  die 

sinking  on  the  reverse  and  the  attendant  metal 
flow  caused  the  first  obverse  star  on  the  left  to 
be  very  weak . 975.00 

1809  S-280.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Medium  brown 

surfaces.  Scarcest  date  of  the  1808-1814 
Classic  Head  type,  and  always  in  demand  as 
such . 1,950.00 

1812  S-288.  Large  Date.  VF-35.  A  nice  specimen  for 

a  type  or  variety  set . 995.00 

1812  S-289.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous 
medium  brown  surfaces.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  the  Classic  Head  style,  and  of  the 

variety . 2,650.00 

1812  S-290.  VF-30 . 525.00 

1814  S-294.  Crosslet  4.  VF-20.  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  Ideal  for  the  variety  or  type  collec¬ 
tor . 485.00 

1817  Newcomb-2.  13  Stars.  Rarity-3.  EF-40. 
Attractive  deep  mahogany  surfaces  without 
significant  contact  marks.  Choice  for  the 
grade,  and  guaranteed  to  please!  You’ll  like 
this  one! . 465.00 


1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  glossy 
brown  surfaces.  A  perennial  favorite  due  to  the 
unexplained  presence  of  two  superfluous  stars. 
All  known  specimens  are  struck  with  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  die  faces  slightly  out  of  paral¬ 
lel  with  each  other,  giving  the  coin  a  “deep” 

strike  in  one  area . 1,395.00 

1817  N-16. 15  Stars.  EF-40.  A  glossy,  chestnut  brown 

specimen  of  this  classical  favorite . 550.00 

1819  N-2.  EF-45 . 295.00 

1819  N-3.  EF-40 . 435.00 

1820/19  N-3.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 695.00 

No  subtlety  with  this  overdate;  the  1  (especially)  and  9  are 
readily  visible  under  the  final  two  digits  of  the  date. 

1820  N-13.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  of  the  variety  and  grade,  ideal  for  either  a 
specialized  collection  or  a  type  set.  Probably  a 
Randall  Hoard  cent  (so  called  from  John  Swan 
Randall,  Norwich,  N.Y.  dry-goods  merchant 
and  sometime  numismatist  who  once  owned 
most  of  the  group) . 2,150.00 

1822  N-3.  EF-40.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this  grade 
today,  in  view  of  the  widespread  demand  for 
“middle  date”  cents . 325.00 


Notable  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  N-l.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous 
coin.  It  has  been  our  experience  that  1823  and 
1823/2  cents  are  exceedingly  difficult  to  locate 
in  grades  above  the  VF  plateau.  Exactly  why 
more  high-grade  pieces  do  not  survive  is  one  of 
the  small  mysteries  of  the  series.  This  coin  will 
be  the  centerpiece  of  a  high-grade  set  of  cents 
of  this  era . 3,950.00 


1825  N-4.  VF-25 . 160.00 

1826  N-5.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces  of  almost  three-dimensional  effect.  If 
we  were  on  the  staff  of  PCGS  we  would  prob¬ 
ably  have  called  this  AU-58,  with  some  argu¬ 


ments  for  MS-60 . 825.00 

1826  N-9.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  A  beautiful  coin! . 895.00 


1827  N-2.  EF-45.  Believed  to  be  the  seventh 
finest  known,  although  no  one  can  see  and 
know  all  things.  A  rich,  chocolate-brown  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  and  desirable  issue,  with  a  few 
faint  scattered  obverse  marks  mentioned  for  ac¬ 
curacy.  As  always,  you  are  invited  to  inspect  it  in 
your  ownhome;  if  you  are  not  100%  delighted,  an 


instant  refund  awaits  you . 1,095.00 

1827  N-l.  EF-40.  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  .475.00 

1827  N-5.  AU-50  (NGC) . 525.00 

1827  N-ll.  Wide  Date.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

light  brown  surfaces . 995.00 

1831  N-2.  VF-30 . 195.00 

1833  N-3.  EF-40 . 145.00 

1835  N-6.  VF-20 . 59.00 

1835  N-l  2.  VF-25.  A  Condition  Census  specimen  of 
this  rare  die  variety . 725.00 
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1836  N-3.  AU-55 . 325.00 

1 837  N-5,  Rarity-2.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters. 

EF-40 . 135.00 

1837  N-10.  Beaded  Hair  Cords.  N-10.  EF-45.  135.00 
1837  N-ll.  Beaded  Hair  Cords.  MS-64.  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  A  superb  coin  from  an  aesthetic 
viewpoint . 575.00 


1839/6  N-l.  Overdate.  F-15  BN  (NGC).  Beau¬ 
tiful,  medium  brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  coin! 

Rare  in  all  grades . 1,550.00 

1839  N-6.  Booby  Head.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  varieties  in  the  series . 1,850.00 

The  origin  of  the  Booby  Head  and  Silly  Head  nomenclature  is 
unknown  to  the  writer,  but  these  terms  were  in  use  in  the  1850s 
and  were  used  by  M.W.  Dickeson  and  others.  When  were  they 
first  in  print?  If  a  reader  knows  the  answer,  send  it  in  and  we 
will  do  a  follow-up  on  the  inquiry. 


Gem  1839  Booby  Head  Cent 


1839  N-13.  Booby  Head.  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 
With  ample  traces  of  original  mint  red,  perhaps 
enough  to  call  it  red  and  brown  (although  it  is 
mostly  brown).  A  splendid  example  of  this 
popular  issue.  Scarce  in  gem  grade  ..3,295.00 


Magnificent  Gem  1839  Cent 
1839  Head  of  ’40,  N-8 


1839  N-8.  Head  of  ’40.  MS-66  RB 

(NGC) .  A  superb  specimen  with  nearly  full  fiery 
original  mint  red.  This  superb  gem  is  certainly 
one  of  the  very  finest  known  to  exist,  not  only 
from  a  technical  grading  viewpoint  but  from 
the  aspect  of  aesthetic  appeal.  If  you  are  build¬ 
ing  an  award-winning  set  of  Braided  Hair  cents 
(1839-1857)  and  want  to  start  the  series  with  a 
piece  of  breathtaking  quality,  this  one’s  for  you. 
This  is  one  of  our  favorite  purchases  from  the 


ANA  Convention . 5,950.00 

1839  N-8.  Head  of ’40.  AU-50 . 425.00 


1840  N-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  8  in  date  slightly 
double  punched  to  lower  left.  Rich,  glossy  brown 


surfaces.  Gorgeous! . 795.00 

1840  N-2.  AU-55.Traces  of  original  mint  red.  495.00 

1840  EF-45  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1840  N-6.  EF-40 . 110.00 

1840  N-5.  VF-30 . 85.00 


Gem  1841  Large  Cent 


1841  N-4b.  MS-64,  brown.  Glossy,  light  brown 
surfaces.  Extremely  attractive.  A  high-grade 
coin  for  the  advanced  numismatist.  .  3,295.00 
1841  N-7.  VF-25 . 75.00 


1842  N-2.  Small  Date.  MS-60/63.  Lustrous  with 


light  brown  fields . 595.00 

1842  N-5.  Small  Date.  VF-35 . 130.00 

1843  N-8.  Type  of  ’42  VF-35 . 120.00 

1844/81  N-2.  EF-40 . 340.00 

1844  N-l.  MS-60.  Lustrous  woodgrain  surface  high¬ 
lights.  Remnants  of  erroneous  18  in  field  can  be 
seen  to  the  left  of  existing  18  in  date.  ...450.00 

1844  N-l.  AU-50 . 195.00 

1844  N-l.  VF-30 . 79.00 

1844  N-5.  EF-45 . 195.00 

1844  N-6.  EF-45 . 365.00 

1845  N-2.  AU-50 . 185.00 

1846  N-l.  Small  Date.  MS-60 . 425.00 

1846  N-4.  Small  Date.  EF-45 . 140.00 

1846  N-18.  Small  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  625.00 

1847  N-19.  EF-45 . 115.00 

1848  N-9.  AU-55 . 299.00 


1848  N-16.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing,  lustrous 


coin . 425.00 

1849  N-8.  VF-30 . 90.00 

1852  AU-55  (PCGS) . 159.00 

1852  N-3.  AU-50 . 165.00 

1852  N-7.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  In  our  opinion,  there 

are  some  really  great  buys  to  be  made  among 
large  cents  in  Mint  State  levels  from  MS-60 
through  MS-63  today . 265.00 

1853  N-3.  AU-55 . 215.00 

1853  N-25.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  blaz¬ 
ing,  fiery,  original  mint  red!  Possible  Condi¬ 


tion  Census . 1,195.00 

1853  N-25.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 315.00 


1854  N-23.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Surfaces  are  more  or 


less  evenly  divided  between  red  and  brown 
coloration.  Obverse  mostly  brown  with  a  tiny 
bit  of  red;  reverse  red  and  brown,  but  mostly 


brown . 495.00 

1856  N-17.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS^ . 475.00 


1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A 
very  beautiful  example!  It  is  not  often  that  we 
have  the  chance  to  offer  an  1857  Mint  State 


cent  of  this  caliber.  An  important  opportunity 

for . 1,495.00 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces.  We  think  1857  large  cents 
are  quite  cheap,  considering  their  rarity  in  com¬ 
parison  to  other  cents  of  the  decade . 695.00 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  .575.00 


1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  N-l.  MS-60  BN  (ANACS 
Cache).  The  1857  large  cent,  with  by  far  the 
lowest  mintage  of  its  era,  is  even  rarer  than  the 
low  mintage  indicates . 425.00 

1857  N-2.  Small  Date  R-3.  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 
Very  rare  variety;  one  of  the  very  finest  known  to 
exist.  Lustrous  medium  brown  surfaces.  1,295.00 
1857  N-4.  Small  Date  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 
Scarce  variety;  as  a  class  considerably  more 
elusive  than  the  Large  Date . 1,295.00 


Famous  1868  Large  Cent  Rarity 


1868  large  cent.  Judd-611.  EF-45 
(PCGS).  It  is  perhaps  incorrect  to  call  this  a 
“pattern,”  just  as  it  would  be  incorrect  to  call 
a  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  or  1884  or  1885 
trade  dollar  a  pattern.  Rather,  it  is  part  of  an 
elite  series  of  U.S.  coins  struck  after  the  regu¬ 
lar  series  was,  in  essence,  completed — un¬ 
doubtedly  to  provide  a  rarity  for  numismatic 
purposes.  Certainly,  in  1868  there  were  no 
large  cents  being  contemplated  for  circula¬ 
tion!  It  is  our  opinion  that  about  a  dozen  of 
these  are  known,  including  a  specimen  in  the 
collection  of  the  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety,  New  York.  In  the  latest  edition  of  the  Guide 
Book,  the  1868  large  cent  is  mentioned  at  the 
end  of  the  series,  and  a  value  of  $17,000  is 
noted,  undoubtedly  from  a  Proof  which  real¬ 
ized  $17,600  in  one  of  our  sales  a  few  years 
ago.  The  present  coin  is  a  beautiful  EF-45 
piece.  This  is  the  first  we  have  listed  in  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  in  recent  decades! . 11,000.00 


Small  Cents 


We  have  seen  a  sharp  upsurge  in  interest  in  small 
cents,  including  the  Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lin¬ 
coln  series.  Still,  there  are  many  coins  in  these 
areas  that  are  cheaper  now  than  they  were  in  the 
1970s  or  even  the  1960s! 

We  are  eager  buyers  of  small  cent  collections  in 
high  grades,  and  ask  that  you  remember  us  in  this 
regard  when  time  comes  to  sell.  Meanwhile,  here  is 
what  we  have  to  offer  you: 

Flying  Ea$le  Cents 

1857  Flying  Eagle  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
surfaces.  An  attractive  specimen  of  the  first  year 


of  issue . 895.00 

1857  Flying  Eagle  VF-20 . 35.00 


In  1857,  a  wooden  booth  was  set  up  in  the  yard  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  through  the  two  windows  of  which  new 
Flying  Eagle  cents  could  be  bought  (including  in  $5  face  value 
cloth  bags)  and  Spanish-American  silver  coins  could  be  ex¬ 
changed. 

1858  Flying  Eagle.  Small  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC)  . 895.00 
1858  Flying  Eagle.  Small  Letters.  MS-63 
(PCGS) . 575.00 
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1858  Flying  Eagle.  Large  letters.  AU-55  (PCGS).  195.00 


INDIAN  HEAD  CENTS 


1859  AU-55  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1859  EF-40 . 85.00 


Notable  as  the  only  issue  minted  for  circulation  with  the 
Laurel  Wreath  reverse. 

Assembling  a  collection  of  copper-nickel  Indian  cents  of  the 
dates  1859-1864  is  quite  affordable  and  furnishes  an  interest¬ 
ing  window  on  the  history  of  the  Civil  War  era.  There  are  no 
great  ranries,  although  1861  is  ranked  as  being  scarcer  than  the 
others. 


1861  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  gem!  Lowest 
mintage  of  the  copper- nickel  alloy  type.  Quite 


elusive  so  fine . 975.00 

1861  MS-63  (PCGS) . 325.00 


1862  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen  with 
golden  mirror  fields.  The  connoisseur  will  like 


this  one! . 2,195.00 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS) . 950.00 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS) . 425.00 

1862  AU-50 . 69.00 

1863  MS-64  (NGC) . 435.00 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS) . 435.00 

1863  Popular  Civil  War  year.  MS-63 . 215.00 

1863  AU-50 . 65.00 


1864  copper-nickel.  MS-65  (NGC).  Numeral  4  in 


date  is  slightly  double-punched  at  the  bot¬ 
tom . 1,095.00 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-64  (NGC) . 385.00 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 385.00 

1864  bronze.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 795.00 

1864  bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 450.00 

1 864-L  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) .  A  key  issue  in  any  grade; 

especially  elusive  in  the  high  state  of  preserva¬ 
tion  offered  here . 675.00 

1865  MS-65,  red  and  brown . 395.00 

1865  MS-65,  brown . 325.00 

1865  Snow-3.  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Repunched 

date . 250.00 

1866  AU-50 . 199.00 


1867  Proof-64  RD  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  glittering 
mirror  gem,  separated  from  Proof-65  (or  66,  or 
whatever)  by  some  tiny  flecks.  One  of  the  most 
appealing  Proofs  we’ve  seen  of  this  date.  A 
rarity  so  fine!  . 975.00 

1867  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Rich,  lustrous  red  just 
beginning  to  fade  to  brown.  A  sharp  and  very 
attractive  specimen . 1095.00 

1867  AU-58  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1 868  MS-65  RB  (NGC) .  Mint  red  surfaces  fading  to 

light  brown,  but  still  primarily  red . 895.00 

1868  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  quite 

scarce  so  fine,  with  a  nice  blend  of  original  mint 
red  and  natural  brown  toning . 1,150.00 

1869  EF-40 . 325.00 

1869  VF-20 . 240.00 


1870  MS-61  RB  (PCGS).  A  pale  orange  specimen 
with  deeper  shades  of  red  in  evidence. .  475.00 


1870  EF-40 . 295.00 

1870  VF-30 . 235.00 


1871  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  highly  prized  dates  of  the  type; 
rare  so  fine.  (In  general,  the  key  Philadelphia 
Mint  issues  are  considered  to  be  the  1864-L, 
1871,  1872,  and  1877.)  A  prize  item  for  the 

connoisseur . 1,195.00 

1871  MS  64,  brown.  Very  scarce,  especially  so  in 

this  high  grade . 625.00 

1871  VF-25 . 275.00 


1871  VF-20 . 260.00 

1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  original 

rich,  lustrous  red.  A  superb  specimen  of  one 
of  the  rarest  and  most  desired  dates  in  the 
series . 1,495.00 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  highly  important  coin  in 
this  grade;  in  fact,  one  of  the  prime  issues  in  the 
Indian  series . 995.00 

1872  MS-63  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 675.00 

1872  VF-25 . 315.00 

1873  Closed  3  MS-64.  Generous  amounts  of  mint 


red  enhance  this  attractive  coin.  Struck  early  in 
the  1873  year;  it  soon  became  evident  that  the 
Closed  3  resembled  an  8,  and  the  style  was 
discontinued . 795.00 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1874  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  fiery,  brilliant, 

original  red  Proof;  one  of  the  very  finest  in 
existence.  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this 
beauty! . 3,495.00 

1874  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 
with  some  evidences  of  mint  red.  Quite  attrac¬ 


tive . 535.00 

1874  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 295.00 

1874  MS-60 . 165.00 

1874  AU-55 . 145.00 

1874  EF-45 . 95.00 

1874  EF-40 . 89.00 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  red.  ...550.00 

1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1875  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 395.00 

1875  MS-64  BR  (NGC) . 299.00 


1876  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  When  this  coin  was 
offered  to  us  at  the  ANA  Convention  we 
“reached”  for  it  and  wrote  a  check  for  the 
highest  we  have  ever  paid  for  a  coin  of  this 
date  and  grade.  However,  we  felt  that  with  its 
brilliant  mirror  surfaces  it  was  worth  every 
penny  (no  pun  intended).  The  connoisseur 


will  agree . 2350.00 

1876  MS-65  RB . 695.00 

1876  MS-63  RB  (NGC) . 325.00 


Gem  1877  Indian  Cent 


1877  MS-65  RB.  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
specimen  of  the  rarest  and  most  desired  of  all 
business  strike  dates  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 
Original  mint  red  is  delicately  blended  with 
light  brown  toning.  If  you  are  seeking  an  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  this  classic  issue,  this  new 
purchase  from  the  recent  ANA  Convention  will 


fill  the  bill  exactly! . 4950.00 

1877  VG-8 . 350.00 

1878  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 625.00 


1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1878  MS-64  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 595.00 


Collecting  suggestion:  1879  marks  the 
beginning  of  the  “common”  dates  in  the  Indian 
series.  Consider  building  a  “short  set”  of  Indian 
cents  from  1879  to  1909,  Philadelphia  Mint 
issues.  On  today’s  market  they  are  very  inex¬ 
pensive.  All  of  these — all  Proof  as  well  as  Mint 
State  levels — are  incredibly  inexpensive  in  com¬ 
parison  to  their  prices  of  a  few  years  ago. 


1879  MS-66  RB  (NGC) . 725.00 

1879  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1879  MS-65  RB . 395.00 

1880  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 395.00 

1880  AU-58 . 59.00 

1881  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) .  A  superb  coin  for  the 

quality-conscious  buyer . 1,195.00 

1881  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1881  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1881  EF-45 . 29.00 

1882  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 495.00 

1882  MS-63  brown . 85.00 

1883  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 575.00 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 395.00 

1883  EF-40 . 19.00 

1884  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 395.00 


1 885  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) .  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 

rare  (in  the  context  of  the  era)  date . 525.00 

1886  Type  I  obverse.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A 
superb,  lightly  iridescent  red  Proof.  The  first 
Type  1 1886  Proof  we  have  had  in  several  years! 
At  least  a  dozen  times  rarer  than  the  usually  seen 


Type  II  Proof. . 1,495.00 

1888  MS-64  RB.  (PCGS) . 250.00 

1889  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) . 575.00 

1890  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Choice  overall  for  the 

grade,  but  with  some  interesting  obverse 
planchet  laminations,  as  struck . 475.00 

1890  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 125.00 

1891  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 65.00 

1894  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 465.00 

1894  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache) . 125.00 

1897  Proof-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 235.00 

1897  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 199.00 

1897  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1898  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1898  AU-58 . 29.00 

1898  AU-58  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1899  MS-63  red  and  brown . 59.00 

1900  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 525.00 


1901  Proof-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache).  La  creme  de  la 


creme.  A  sparkling  beauty! . 995.00 

1901  Ms-63  RB  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1903  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 159.00 

1903  AU-50 . 19.00 

1904  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  glittering  little 

cameo!  . 495.00 

1904  Proof-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache) . 195.00 

1905  AU-55  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1905  AU-50 . 19.00 

1907  MS-65,  red  and  brown . 185.00 

1908-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 465.00 

1908-S  EF-40 . 95.00 


1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem 
example  of  the  last  date  in  the  series.  .  525.00 
1909  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 159.00 
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1909  Indian.  MS-64  RB . 99.00 

1909  Indian.  AU-55 . 25.00 

1909-S  Indian  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous  red 
and  brown  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen 
of  the  lowest-mintage  regular  issue  in  the  se¬ 
ries;  just  309,000  were  struck . 950.00 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 
coin  displaying  the  majority  of  its  original  mint 

red  coloration . 740.00 

1909-S  Indian  EF-40 . 350.00 

_ LINCOLN  CENTS _ 

At  the  ANA  Convention  we  bought  a  number  of 
beautiful  and  highly  important  Lincoln  cents,  among 
which  was  the  nicest  set  of  Matte  Proofs — from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint — we  have  had  in  stock  for  a 
long  time.  In  the  following  listing  you  will  find 
many  interesting  opportunities  including  such  key 
issues  as  1909-SV.D.B.,  1914-D,and  1955  Doubled 
Die,  and  other  desiderata  in  between.  By  some 
marvelous  happenstance,  we  have  the  nicest  in¬ 
ventory  of  1955  Doubled  Die  cents  we’ve  owned  in 
more  than  20  years! 

If  you  don’t  see  what  you  need,  and  you  are 
putting  together  a  date  and  mint  set  of  Uncircu¬ 
lated  early  Lincoln  cents,  send  us  your  want  list. 
Our  stock  is  constantly  changing,  and,  who  knows, 
perhaps  some  pieces  you  need  will  come  in  tomor¬ 
row. 

1909  V.D.B.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  Mosdyorigi- 
nal  mint  red  with  light  brown  toning.  One  of 
just  420  Matte  Proofs  coined  this  year,  and  one 
of  fewer  than  200  authentic  Matte  Proofs  be¬ 
lieved  to  exist  today.  A  prime  opportunity  for 
the  buyer  with  an  eye  for  quality.  Pieces  not  this 
nice  have  been  certified  in  higher  grades!  See  it 
and  you  will  love  it!  . 1,995.00 

It  has  been  our  experience  that  the  majority  of  “Matte  Proof 
1909  V.D.B.  cents  we  have  seen  offered  over  the  years  are  not 
Proofs  at  all,  but  are  business  strikes  with  some  Proof  charac¬ 
teristics.  This  even  extends  to  certified  coins. 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  (NGC) . 135.00 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 55.00 

1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC).  Certainly, 
this  is  among  the  finest  extant  of  this  Matte 

Proof  issue . 815.00 

1909  Lincoln.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  One  of  the 
very  finest  in  existence  from  an  aesthetic  view¬ 
point;  another  gem  from  the  set  we  recently 

purchased . 1,295.00 

1909  Lincoln.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  An  attractive 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  design. .  395.00 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 95.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 2,195.00 

At  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore  we  looked  at  20  to  40 
Mint  State  1909-S  V.D.B.  cents  and  bought  two  (we  are  fussy, 
you  know!) .  The  presently  offered  MS-65  is  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  seen  anywhere,  and  was  far  and  away  the  nicest  we 
encountered  at  the  show. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  this  is  the  single  most  popular, 
most  desired  coin  variety  in  American  numis¬ 
matics,  and  who  are  we  to  disagree?  ..  785.00 


1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-20 . 395.00 

1909-SV.D.B.  F-15 . 365.00 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1909-S  Lincoln.  EF-45 . 99.00 

1909-S  Lincoln.  EF-40 . 89.00 

1909-S  Lincoln.  VF-30 . 69.00 


1910  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  From  our  recent  pur¬ 


chase  of  a  Matte  Proof  set  of  Lincoln  cents,  this 
is  a  beauty.  The  obverse  has  about  75%  full 
original  brilliance,  while  the  reverse  is  a  nice, 
natural  blend  of  mint  red  and  light  brown. 
What  some  reader  should  do  is  buy  all  of  the 
Proofs  we  list  here.  In  fact,  perhaps  we  should 
have  offered  the  group  as  a  set,  rather  than 

piecemeal . 495.00 

1910-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Certainly  one  of  the 

very  finest  in  existence! . 595.00 

1910-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 195.00 

Over  the  years  we  have  handled  an  occasional  roll  of  1910- 
S  Lincoln  cents.  Years  ago  such  delicacies  came  on  the  market 
now  and  then.  However,  today  all  or  nearly  all  early  rolls  of 
mintmarked  Lincolns  are  long  gone.  The  dealer  stocks,  amount¬ 
ing  to  virtual  treasure  troves,  once  owned  by  such  dealers  as 
Chapman,  Proskey,  Boyd,  Pukall,  and  Macintosh  (Tatham 
Stamp  &  Coin  Co.)  are  but  fond  memories. 

1910-S  MS-65,  red  and  brown . 145.00 

1910-S.  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 135.00 

1910- S.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1911  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Another  beautiful  early 

Proof . 495.00 

1911  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 325.00 

191 1- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Quality  such  as  this  is 

hard  to  find,  and  when  we  do  encounter  it,  we 
pay  liberally!  However,  we  have  the  coins  to 
offer,  while  others  are  still  looking  for  them! 
This  191 1-D,  just  purchased,  is  not  inexpen¬ 
sive,  but  it  sure  is  beautiful! . 995.00 

1911-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1912Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Another  gem  of  notable 
quality . 495.00 

Memorable  Gem  Proof  1913  Cent 
Proof-67  RB  (PCGS) 


1913  Proof-67  RB  (PCGS).  A  superb,  spectacu¬ 
lar  gem;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled.  Matte  Proof  cents  of  this  quality  are 
exceedingly  rare.  From  the  notable  set  of  Proofs 
we  bought  at  the  recent  ANA  Convention.  When 
we  saw  this  coin,  we  bought  it  on  the  spot  (as 
part  of  the  set).  You’ll  love  it,  too!  ...3,995.00 

By  the  way — and  we  probably  shouldn’t  be  saying  this  here — 
we  are  not  as  keen  on  grades  such  as  Proof-67  as  some  of  our 
contemporaries  are.  For  our  money,  we’d  rather  have  a  Proof- 
65  RB  for  about  $500,  and  have  $3,500  left  over  in  the  bank  to 
spend  on  something  else,  than  have  the  Proof-67  we  offer  here. 
We  have  always  been  value  oriented,  and  probably  always  will 
be.  We  predict  that  as  time  goes  on,  the  disparity  among  prices 
of  higher  grades  such  as  Proof-66  and  Proof-67,  in  comparison 
to  Proof-65,  will  narrow.  At  some  point,  of  course,  a  Proof-67 
would  be  a  dandy  value.  It’s  just  that  we  don’t  think  that  it  is 
worth  eight  times  the  price  of  a  Proof-65! 

1913-S  EF-40 . 29.00 

1914  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin, 

absolutely  superb!  If  you  are  seeking  quality, 
stop  right  here!  . 1,495.00 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers  and 
Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin  is 
authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee  for¬ 
ever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 


1914  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  This  is  a  very  nice 
specimen,  quite  worthwhile,  and  at  a  third  of 
the  price  of  a  “red”  specimen,  quite  a  value  for 


only . 495.00 

1914  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 65.00 


Superb  Gem  1914-D  Cent 
MS-65  RD  (PCGS) 


1914-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 
coin  with  full  original  red  mint  lustre  and  color! 
One  of  the  very  finest  1914-D  cents  we  have 
ever  seen.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  any 
collection . 5,725.00 


1914-S  AU-50 . 65.00 

1915  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  beauty! . 695.00 


Just  1,150  1915  Matte  Proof  Lincoln  cents  were  made,  and 
it  is  our  estimate  that  fewer  than  500  of  these  survive  today. 
Among  Matte  Proof  Lincolns  it  has  been  our  experience  that  the 
rarest  is  the  1909  V.D.B.,  followed  by  1916,  then  1915. 

1915  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 149.00 

1915-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 135.00 

1916  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 

the  second  rarest  coin  in  the  Matte  Proof  Lin¬ 
coln  cent  series . 995.00 


Only  1,050 1916  Matte  Proof  Lincoln  cents  were  minted,  but 
we  believe  that  just  a  small  fraction  were  ever  sold.  In  1916,  no 
Proof  silver  or  gold  coins  were  sold  to  collectors,  and  relatively 
few  numismatists  were  interested  in  buying  1916  “Proof  sets” 
with  just  two  coins:  the  Lincoln  cent  and  Buffalo  nickel.  If  we 
were  to  guess,  it  would  be  that  fewer  than  250  such  sets  were 
sold  to  individual  buyers.  Most  of  the  rest  were  probably  melted 
or  spent,  rather  than  sold  to  dealers.  We  base  this  upon  our 
experience  of  handling  a  number  of  old-time  dealer  holdings 


and  not  finding  any  Proof  1916  coins  therein. 

1917-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 795.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 350.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1917- D  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 125.00 

1918- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Plentiful  enough  in 

lower  grades,  at  this  level  the  1918-S  emerges 
as  a  rarity . 875.00 

1919  MS-64  RB  (Hallmark) . 45.00 

1919- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 450.00 

1920- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 260.00 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1921  MS-64  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 110.00 


1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Pleasing  red  and  brown 
surfaces  on  this  coin.  One  of  the  key  dates  in  the 


series . 495.00 

1922-D  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1922-D  AU-50 . 45.00 


Decades  ago  a  couple  of  Texans — Maurice  Scharlack  and 
Norman  Brock — took  a  fancy  to  1922-D  Lincoln  cents  and 
hoarded  them  by  the  thousands.  Most  of  their  coins  were  in 
lower  grades,  as  taken  from  circulation,  and  were  Good  to  VF 
or  EF.  These  quantities  have  long  since  been  dispersed,  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge. 

1923- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 925.00 

1924- D  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  key  issue  in  higher 

grades;  even  more  so  than  the  price  re¬ 
flects . 950.00 

1924- D  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  A  splendid 

coin . 525.00 

1925- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 335.00 

1928-D  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 75.00 
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Concerning 
Lincoln  Cents 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


must  be  scarce  if  not  even  slightly  rare  in  pocket 
change,  relatively  speaking.  In  a  way  this  is  unfor¬ 
tunate,  as  one  of  the  appeals  for  beginning  collec¬ 
tors  is  the  ability  to  find  examples  of  old  dates  in 
pocket  change.  However,  it  certainly  seems  possible 
to  put  together  a  set  of  date  mintmarks  from  1959 
onward,  comprising  all  of  the  issues  with  the  Memo¬ 
rial  Reverse.  Although  it  seems  like  only  yesterday 
when  this  new  reverse,  designed  by  Frank  Gasparro, 
was  first  produced,  in  reality  it  was  nearly  35  years 
ago.  Time  really  slips  by  quickly! 

Today,  the  collecting  of  Lincoln  cents  has  under¬ 
gone  quite  a  few  changes.  The  population  reports 
issued  by  PCGS  and  NGC  indicate  which  of  the 
valuable  issues  are  scarce  in  higher  grades.  Coins 
with  market  values  of  less  than,  say,  $50  or  so  are 
rarely  certified  these  days,  simply  because  the  cer¬ 
tification  fee  of  $20  or  more  is  too  high  a  proportion 
of  the  coin’s  value. 


However,  no  such  find  ever  happened.  In  fact,  I 
never  found  a  1914-D  or  1931-S  either,  and  numer¬ 
ous  other  early  Lincoln  cents  were  not  to  be  had. 

At  the  time,  Lincolns  dating  back  to  1909  were 
plentiful  in  circulation,  but  among  the  early  years 
nearly  all  were  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  1909 
V.D.B.  cents  were  so  common  that  after  the  novelty 
of  them  wore  off,  I  stopped  saving  them.  While 
scattered  early  mintmarks  were  elusive,  and  I  never 
found  all  varieties  of  them,  it  was  a  snap  to  find 
every  date  and  mintmark  this  side  of  1931-S.  Zinc- 
coated  1943  cents  were  very  plentiful,  being  less 
than  10  years  old  in  1952  when  I  started  the  hobby. 
Quite  a  few  people  were  picking  these  out  of  circu¬ 
lation.  In  1953,  when  I  became  a  dealer,  I  found  it 
was  a  common  occurrence  to  have  someone  ask  me 
for  an  offer  on  a  cigar  box  full  of  lightly  circulated 
1943  cents.  They  weren’t  worth  any  premium  at  the 
time,  so  I  never  bought  them. 

In  the  early  1950s,  Lincoln  cents  were  far  and 
away  the  most  popular  United  States  series  to 
collect.  Virtually  everybody  began  the  hobby  of 
numismatics  this  way. 

Today,  as  the  Coin  World  article  related,  coins 
dated  from  1909  to  1924 


Collecting  Mint  State  Coins  Today 

Here  are  some  observations  on  Mint  State  Lin¬ 
coln  cents,  opinions  which  may  serve  the  interests 
of  some  present  readers: 

Among  early  Lincoln  cents,  the  only  truly  com¬ 
mon  issue  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909  V.D.B.  As  the 
style  with  Victor  David  Brenner’s  initials  on  the 
reverse  was  minted  only  one  year,  its  common 
aspect  is  compensated  for  by  great  demand,  with 
the  result  that  specimens  sell  readily.  The  typical 
coin  found  on  the  market  is  red  or  red  and  brown, 
has  much  mint  lustre,  was  probably  taken  from  a 
bank-wrapped  roll,  and  grades  about  MS-63  or  MS- 
64.  MS-65  original  red  pieces  are  in  the  distinct 
minority. 

Mint  State  Lincoln  cents  from  1909  “plain” 
through  about  1927  or  1928  are  most  often  seen 
from  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  with  the  later  dates 
being  the  more  plentiful.  Branch  mint  coins  are 
distinctly  scarcer,  and  some  of  them  are  downright 
rare,  despite  large  mintages. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  sharpness  of  strike  is  very 
unsatisfactory  with  Denver  Mint  coins  from  about 
1916  through  the  mid  1920s.  Most  are  indistinct  on 
the  reverse  and  on  the  center  of  the  obverse,  and  are 
anything  but  aesthetically  pleasing.  However,  this 
is  the  way  they  were  made,  and  one  does  not 
have  much  choice  in  the  matter.  The  so- 
called  1922  “plain”  cent  is,  in  actual¬ 
ity,  a  defectively  struck  1922-D. 
The  PCGS  and  NGC  certifi¬ 
cation  services  have  done  a 
creditable  job  of  evaluating 
Mint  State  Lincoln  cents. 
However,  there  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  aberrations,  which 
will  become  readily  ap¬ 
parent  to  anyone  who 
sees  a  good  cross  section 
of  available  pieces. 
Sometimes  a  Lincoln  cent 
marked  “RB”  (for  Red  and 
Brown)  will  have  more  red 
on  it  than  a  specimen 
marked  “RD”  (for  Red) ;  this 
is  also  true  of  the  Indian  cent 
series.  Apparently,  there  are  no 
particular  definitions  or  standards 
used  in  this  regard  by  the  certification 
services. 


recent  issue  of  Coin  World  contained  a 
fascinating  article  by  Young  Koh,  an  in¬ 
tern  writer  at  the  publication.1  The  subject 
was  Lincoln  cents  currently  found  in  cir¬ 
culation,  specifically  some  62,466  Lincoln  “pen¬ 
nies”  gathered  in  April  of  the  present  year  by 
students  in  the  Miami  County,  Ohio,  schools,  from 
the  kindergarten  through  the  12th  grade,  as  part  of 
a  fund-raising  project.  It  was  related  that  most  of  the 
pieces  were  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  reverse  style 
minted  since  1959,  but  308  were  dated  before  that 
time. 

The  most  common  cent  issue  found  by  the 
youngsters  was  the  1992  (5,265  pieces),  followed 
by  1991  (3,231),  1990  (4,124),  1982  (2,941),  and 
1989  (2,837).  Such  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  turned 
up  in  circulation  about  five  to  10  times  more  often 
than  did  their  Denver  Mint  counterparts,  according 
to  the  narrative,  the  only  exception  being  the  1986- 
D,  which  was  found  to  be  much  more  common  than 
the  1986  Philadelphia  issue. 

Of  the  308  pieces  minted  before  1959,  the 
earliest  was  dated  1925,  of  which  7  specimens  were 
found.  Notable  was  one  rare  issue  in  the  early 
group,  a  1931-S  valued  at  $30  or  more.  It’s  nice  to 
know  that  such  things  can  still  be  found  in 
pocket  change!  Zinc-coated  steel  cents 
from  all  three  mints  in  1943  were 
found. 

Collecting  Lincolns  in 
the  1950s 

This  story  brought 
back  memories  of  my 
looking  through  coins  in 
circulation  years  ago  for 
Lincoln  cents.  In  the 
early  1950s  1  began  my 
interest  in  numismatics 
after  I  was  given  a  couple 
of  blue  Whitman  folders 
for  the  series.  My  benefac¬ 
tor  was  Robert  Rusbar,  tax 
collector  of  my  hometown 
of  Forty  Fort,  Pennsylvania. 

When  he  showed  me  a  prize 
1909  S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  from 
his  own  collection,  I  felt  certain  that  I 
could  find  one  in  change  immediately. 
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Here  is  another  point  relative  to  certified  coins: 
Unfortunately,  striking  is  not  considered  at  all.  As  a 
dealer,  I  wish  that  striking  could  be  mentioned  on 
holders,  although  I  am  at  a  loss  to  state  exacdy  how 
this  should  be  done.  In  that  way  a  population  report 
would  show,  for  example — and  I  am  changing  the 
denomination  as  I  write  this  illustration — 
that  a  1926-D  Buffalo  nickel  or  1926-D 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  in  MS-65  grade, 
sharply  struck,  was  a  major  rarity,  while  an 
ordinary  MS-65  coin  is  fairly  plentiful.  To¬ 
day,  no  such  distinction  is  made.  Similarly, 
in  the  Lincoln  cent  series  there  is  no  way  of 
knowing  which  certified  Mint  State  1919- 
D  coins,  for  example,  are  weak  and  which 
are  sharp. 

When  buying  coins  for  our  own  inven¬ 
tory,  I  do  a  lot  of  picking  and  choosing. 
However,  among  Denver  Mint  coins  of  the 
dates  mentioned,  for  which  coins  with 
needle  sharpness  simply  don’t  exist  or  are 
exceedingly  rare,  I  buy  the  nicest  aesthetic  quality  I 
can  find.  However,  I  would  be  more  comfortable  if 
the  PCGS  holders  had  marked  on  them  “usual  soft 
strike”  or  something  like  that. 

In  our  advertising  we  have  often  mentioned  that 
in  certain  series — commemorative  half  dollars  are 
an  example — we  often  have  to  look  at  quite  a  few 
frogs  to  find  one  prince.  This  is  particularly  true 
among  early  commemoratives.  The  same  situation 
exists  for  Lincoln  cents,  particularly  for  those  in  a 
higher  level  of  Mint  State. 

Later  Dates 

After  the  late  1920s,  Lincoln  cents  were  saved  in 
large  quantities  by  collectors  and  investors.  Years 
ago  it  was  not  uncommon  for  us  to  handle  roll  sets 
(50  coins  per  roll)  of  Uncirculated  Lincoln  cents 
from  1934  onward.  In  fact,  I  remember  that  a 
couple  years  ago  we  had  such  a  set  in  one  of  our 
auction  sales.  Today,  most  roll  sets  have  been 
broken  up. 

At  the  recent  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore,  I 
was  approached  by  a  seller  who  had  gone  to  the 
effort  of  breaking  up  rolls  and  having  some  of  the 
finer  coins  certified  by  NGC.  The  idea  was  to  get  a 
long  price  for  coins  which  at  present  have  low 
population  reports.  Of  course,  the  reason  the  popu¬ 
lation  reports  are  low  is  that  the  coins  have  low 
values,  and  most  people  haven’t  bothered  to  have 
them  certified.  If  one  checks  the  population  reports 
for  1776-1976  Bicentennial  coins,  of  which  many 
millions  were  made,  there  will  not  have  been  many 
certified  either! 

Even  so,  with  today’s  penchant  for  seeking  out 
high  quality,  eventually  it  will  probably  be  the  case 
that  certain  Lincoln  cents  from  1934  to  date  will  be 
found  to  be  somewhat  scarcer  in  MS-65  (or  higher) 
than  are  others.  Years  ago,  the  low-mintage  1939- 
D  was  considered  to  be  a  key  issue. 

Again,  it  is  really  too  bad  that  striking  is  not 
considered  in  certification,  as  availability  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  Lincoln  cent  as  a  sharp  strike  may  be  an  entirely 
different  situation  than  its  availability  in  Mint  State 
grade  in  general.  I  know  that  this  has  been  carefully 
studied  in  the  Jefferson  nickel  and  Mercury  dime 
series.  For  example,  in  the  Mercury  dime  series,  the 
1945  Philadelphia  Mint  coin  is  a  great  rarity  if  fully 
struck,  and  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  in  MS- 
65  grade;  regularly  struck,  it  is  one  of  the  most 


common  of  all  issues  and  is  worth  about  $25. 

Let  me  mention  also  that  putting  together  a 
nicely  matched  set  of  MS-65  “Red”  Lincoln  cents 
from  1909  to  date  can  be  a  great  challenge,  one  that 
is  much  tougher  than  meets  the  eye.  On  the  plus  side 
of  the  ledger  is  the  fact  that  many  prices  are  lower 


now  than  they  were  10  or  15  years  ago.  The  reason 
is  that  there  are  so  many  unsatisfactory  coins  on  the 
market — including  quite  a  few  in  slabs — that  it  is  a 
real  pain  for  collectors  and  dealers  to  separate  the 
wheat  from  the  chaff. 

I  am  a  cheery,  positive  person  when  it  comes  to 
buying  coins,  but  let  me  say  that  if  you  anticipate 
putting  together  a  set  of  Lincoln  cents  in  Mint  State, 
especially  of  the  dates  1909  through  the  late  1920s, 
be  prepared  for  a  lot  of  work,  quite  a  bit  of  exaspera¬ 
tion,  and  a  long  wait.  Of  course,  the  reward  will  be 
there  when  you  are  finished.  In  fact,  if  you  put 
together  such  a  set  and  want  to  sell  it,  when  you  are 
all  finished  give  me  a  call! 

A  Few  Words  About  Matte  Proofs 

Truly  rare  are  Matte  proof  1909  V.D.B.  cents,  of 
which  just  420  were  struck.  Recendy  I  was  shown  a 
specimen  certified  by  a  grading  service  which  ap¬ 
parently  lacked  a  suitable  expert  on  its  staff,  for  the 
coin  was  not  a  Matte  Proof  at  all.  Instead,  it  was  a 
look-alike  Mint  State  coin  that  had  some  of  the 
qualities  of  a  Matte  Proof,  but  not  all  of  them. 
Moreover,  the  piece  had  been  dipped  and  then 
retoned  to  a  purple-brown. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  seen  this  sort  of 
certification  error.  If  you  are  buying  a  Matte  Proof 
Lincoln  cent  of  any  date,  I  strongly  recommend  that 
it  be  certified  and,  beyond  that,  it  be  acquired  from 
a  reputable  dealer  who  offers  a  money-back  guar¬ 
antee,  and,  better  yet,  knows  something  about 
Matte  Proofs.  The  field  of  Matte  Proof  Lincoln  cents 
and  Buffalo  nickels  is  somewhat  terra  incognita  in 
numismatics.  If  you  want  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  run 
coins  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Au¬ 
thentication  Bureau  (J.P.  Martin  in  charge)  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  and  ask  them  for  their  opinion. 

I  recendy  was  quite  excited  when  a  West  Coast 
dealer  had  a  couple  of  certified  Matte  Proof  coins  I 
ordered  for  a  want  list  client.  Both  were  encapsu¬ 
lated  as  Matte  Proof-63.  One  of  them,  the  1909 
V.D.B. ,  was  not  a  Proof  at  all,  in  my  opinion,  and  the 
other,  a  1913,  was  quite  ugly.  Both  pieces  had  been 
dipped  and  retoned.  Both  were  offered  at  “bargain 
prices,”  but  to  me  they  would  not  have  been  bar¬ 
gains  at  any  price. 

In  general,  true  Matte  Proof  Lincoln  cents  are 
much  rarer  than  their  already  low  mintages  indi¬ 
cate.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  they  were  not 


popular  with  collectors  at  the  time  of  their  issue, 
and  quantities  remained  unsold.  Some  of  these 
were  bought  as  “remainders”  by  William  Pukall,  a 
former  New  Jersey  dealer  from  whom  I  bought 
quite  a  few  pieces  in  the  1950s.  Each  cent  was  still 
wrapped  in  the  thin  tissue  paper  used  by  the  Mint. 


Summary 

Collecting  Lincoln  cents,  especially 
early  Mint  State  coins  and  Matte  Proofs, 
can  be  a  fascinating  challenge,  and  also  a 
lot  of  hard  work.  However,  upon  comple¬ 
tion  you  will  be  rewarded  with  a  set  that, 
on  today’s  market,  is  difficult  to  assemble, 
and  which,  if  it  contains  selected  quality 
coins,  will  find  many  potential  buyers. 

From  the  viewpoint  of  historical  inter¬ 
est,  Lincoln  cents  are  fascinating  to  col¬ 
lect.  As  the  most  plebeian  of  all  twentieth 
century  American  coins,  they  have  touched 
the  lives  of  everyone.  There  are  numerous 
interesting  stories  concerning  some  of  the  varieties. 
What  shall  I  mention? 

For  starters,  here  are  three  situations:  The  great 
dispute  about  the  V.D.B.  initials  made  national 
headlines  in  1909.  In  1943  the  cent  went  to  war, 
and  copper  was  not  used.  A  die-making  error  in 
1955  created  a  sensation  among  the  public  and 
collectors,  who  found  that  “doubled  die”  cents  were 
worth  a  lot  of  money. 

1  For  specific  details,  readers  are  referred  to  Coin 
World,  August  9,  1993. 


Stamp  Dealers 
vs  Coin  Dealers 

Apparently,  as  a  profession,  being  a  stamp 
dealer  is  less  lucrative  than  being  a  coin  dealer. 
A  number  of  years  ago,  Wes  Mann,  then  the 
director  of  H.E.  Harris  &  Company,  the  world’s 
largest  stamp  dealer,  said  this  to  your  editor: 
“When  they  go  to  conventions,  stamp  dealers 
stay  in  YMCAs,  while  coin  dealers  stay  in  the 
best  hotels  in  town.” 

This  comment  was  brought  to  mind  the 
other  day  when  I  came  across  a  two-page  letter 
in  my  files  from  Cliff  Mishler,  president  of 
Krause  Publications,  in  which  he  was  discuss¬ 
ing  Ray  and  Roy  Lawrence,  of  Anamosa,  Iowa, 
who  were  publishers  of  a  numismatic  periodi¬ 
cal  titled  The  Coin  Collector  in  the  1950s.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Cliff,  the  Lawrence  brothers,  who 
were  stamp  dealers,  jumped  into  numismatics 
’’after  they  discovered  they  could  realize  dollars 
in  profit  from  coins,  as  opposed  to  dimes  from 
stamps.” 

Further  on  the  subject  of  stamps,  our  thanks 
go  to  Don  Sundman,  of  Mystic  Stamp  Com¬ 
pany,  Camden,  New  York,  for  sending  a  very 
nice  beginning  “kit”  of  stamps  which  I  recently 
gave  to  a  budding  philatelist.  Years  ago,  the 
hobbies  of  stamps  and  coins  were  closely  inter¬ 
twined,  and  numerous  professionals  called 
themselves  “stamp  and  coin  dealers.”  Today, 
dealers  tend  to  be  one  or  the  other,  rarely  both. 

— Dave  Bowers 
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1930- S  MS-63,  red . 15.00 

1931  S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Ever-popular  low  mint¬ 
age  date . 269.00 

More  reminiscing:  From  virtually  the  time  it  was  minted,  the 
193 1  -S  was  recognized  as  a  low-mintage  issue.  The  Depression 
notwithstanding,  enough  people  had  money  to  put  away  quan¬ 
tities  ofl931-Scents  for  face  value.  By  the  1950s,  rolls  were  still 
seen  with  regularity.  We  recall  buying  a  whole  box  full  of  rolls — 
more  individual  coins  than  we  could  easily  count.  Now,  it  has 
been  years  since  we  have  seen  a  bank-wrapped  roll  of  these. 

1931- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 269.00 

1931-S  MS-64,  red . 135.00 

1931-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1931-S  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  Market  commen¬ 
tary:  These  are  cheaper  today  than  they  were 
20  years  ago! . 65.00 

1931-S  EF-40 . 49.00 

1934  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1934-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1935  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  This  is  the 

more  desirable  of  the  two  Proof  finishes  made 
in  1936 — the  brilliant  mirror  (as  opposed  to  the 
satin)  style . 1,075.00 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 275.00 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 155.00 

1939  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 139.00 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1 944-D/S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  curious  issue . 1,250.00 

1955  Doubled  die.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A 
brilliant  gem  specimen . 2,695.00 

The  1955  Doubled  Die  cents  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  to  the  extent  of  several  tens  of  thousands  of  pieces.  It  is 
believed  that  about  24,000  or  so  reached  circulation,  primarily 
in  the  Boston  area,  in  Western  Massachusetts  (around  Pittsfield), 
and  in  Upstate  New  York  (around  Binghamton).  As  is  related  in 
detail  in  our  Coins  and  Collectors  book,  these  were  relatively 
easy  to  find  in  the  late  1950s,  and  at  one  time  we  had  800  of 
them  in  stock!  Most  are  what  we  would  call  EF  to  MS-60  brown 
today.  Few  were  equivalent  to  today’s  MS-64  or  MS-65  red. 

The  first  periodical  to  take  notice  of  the  variety  was  Numis¬ 
matic  News,  which  called  it  the  “1955  Shift  Cent.”  It  was  a 
number  of  years  thereafter  before  the  Guide  Book  listed  it. 

Many  stories  could  be  told  of  the  1955  Doubled  Die  cent  (as 
the  Guide  Book  called  it;  this  name,  coined  by  Kenneth  E. 
Bressett,  stuck,  and  is  what  is  used  today).  Harry  Lessin,  the 
Connecticut  numismatist,  took  a  fancy  to  the  variety  and  over 
a  period  of  years  bought  up  a  couple  hundred  or  so  pieces. 
Robert  Bashlow  decided  to  hoard  them,  bought  out  the  Empire 
Coin  Co.  (Q.  David  Bowers  and  James  F.  Ruddy)  stock  of  a 
couple  of  hundred  pieces  at  that  point  in  time,  pledged  them  as 
security  for  a  loan  to  conduct  his  coin  business,  then  a  year  or 
two  later  sold  the  hoard  back  to  us! 

Ben  Stack,  who  over  a  period  of  time  conducted  his  coin 
business  in  New  York,  then  Las  Vegas,  took  a  strong  dislike  to 
the  variety,  and  told  some  of  our  customers  that  it  was  not 
worth  collecting,  but  at  the  same  time  he  said  he  had  a  couple 
of  rolls  of  them  (we  have  never  seen  such  a  thing  as  an  original 
roll). 

As  time  went  on,  groups  and  hoards  became  scattered.  In 
recent  years  there  have  been  times  when  we  haven’t  had  even 
a  single  piece  in  stock. 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Qual¬ 
ity!  . 1,750.00 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  1,650.00 
1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Avery 

nice  example  of  the  grade . 1,295.00 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (ANACS).  ..795.00 
1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache). 625.00 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 620.00 

1960  Small  Date.  Proof-65 . 19.00 

In  1 960,  this  particular  variety  was  the  sensation  of  the  rare 
coin  business,  and  in  business  strike  as  well  as  Proof  format  was 
directly  responsible  for  a  nationwide  boom  in  rare  coin  invest¬ 
ment  and  collecting. 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 295.00 

.  9B0  .  Proof  65  . 3.00 


1983  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  225.00 

1983  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-64  RD . 225.00 

1984  Doubled  Die.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1984  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1985-S  Proof-65 . 10.00 

Two-Cent  Pieces 

Two-cent  pieces  have  never  been  high  on  the 
popularity  parade,  or,  for  that  matter,  even  on  it. 
Most  demand  has  been  limited  to  numismatists 
who  desire  but  a  single  specimen  for  “type.”  The 
collectors  by  date  sequence  who  were  active  de¬ 
cades  ago  have  by  and  large  disappeared.  This  by 
default  leaves  the  field  wide  open,  with  the  result 
that  scarcer  and  rarer  dates  can  be  obtained  for 


little  more  than  common  ones. 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Double 

punched  1  and  64  digits  in  date . 695.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  Doubled  18  in  date.  MS-64,  red 

and  brown . 275.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  235.00 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  210.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 210.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 129.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1865  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 210.00 

1868  MS-63,  brown . 195.00 

1868  AU-58 . 110.00 

1869  MS-62,  brown . 159.00 

1871  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 350.00 


1872  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  This  date,  last  of  the 
business  strike  issues,  is  a  rare  date  in  any  and 
all  grades.  A  find  for  the  specialist.  ..  1,450.00 

The  two-cent  denomination  was  launched  with  great  expec¬ 
tations  in  1864,  as  a  way  to  alleviate  the  shortage  for  small 
change.  However,  the  coin  proved  to  be  inconvenient  to  the 
public,  and  yearly  mintages  steadily  declined.  1872  repre¬ 
sented  the  last,  feeble  effort  to  make  pieces  for  circulation.  The 
final  year,  1873,  was  made  only  in  Proof  finish  for  collectors. 
Interestingly,  the  two-cent  piece  was  proposed  in  1836,  and  at 
that  time  patterns  were  made,  but  no  business  strike  produc¬ 
tion  resulted. 


Today,  Massachusetts  copper  half  cents  and 
cents  dated  1787  and  1788  are  very  popular. 
Although  they  are  not  easy  to  find,  attractive  Very 
Fine  and  Extremely  Fine  examples  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  a  few  hundred  dollars  each,  or  even  less. 

Fleet’s  Pocket  Almanack,  1 789,  furnished  the 
following  account  of  the  coinage  (as  reprinted  in 
the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  July  1870) 
Massachusetts  Mint 
Ebenezer  Hancock,  Esq.,  Inspector. 

Joshua  Witherle,  Esq.,  Master  of  the  Coinage. 
A  Mint  is  erected  on  Boston  Neck,  for  coining 
of  gold,  silver,  and  copper,  of  the  same  weight, 
alloy  and  value  as  is  fixed  by  the  Resolve  of 
Congress  of  the  8th  of  August,  1786:  Copper  only 
has  as  yet  been  coined  viz.:  Cents  and  Half-Cents; 
they  are  neatly  executed,  stamped  on  one  side, 
with  the  Arms  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  being  an  Indian  in  his  shirt  and 
mogginsins  (sic);  in  his  right  hand  a  bow,  in  his 
left  an  arrow;  on  the  right  side  of  the  Indian’s 


Gem  Proof  1873  Original  2<t  Piece 


1873  Closed  3.  Original  issue.  Proof- 

64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  fiery  original  Mint  red 
mirror  surfaces  delicately  combined  with  natu¬ 
ral  light  brown  toning.  One  of  only  600  esti¬ 
mated  to  have  been  coined.  When  we  saw  this 
at  the  ANA  Convention  we  couldn’t  resist  buy¬ 
ing  it,  for  we  thought  that  one  of  our  clients 
would  feel  as  we  did  and  do:  At  this  low  price, 
this  gem  can  be  used  as  a  “type”  coin  as  well  as 
a  rare  date.  A  19th-century  American  numis¬ 
matic  classic!  . 2650.00 

The  situation  concerning  originals  vs.  restrikes  of  1873  two- 
cent  pieces  has  never  been  fully  resolved.  Exactly  which  were 
made  first  or  second,  and  when,  is  not  known  with  precision. 
To  an  extent,  a  similar  mystery  surrounds  the  issuance  of  1873 
$3  gold  pieces.  Other  “1873  mysteries”  involve  the  existence  of 
the  1873  Open  3  Proof  half  dollar  and  the  1873-S  Liberty 
Seated  silver  dollar. 


Nickel  3<fr  Pieces 

Check  our  offering,  including  a  quite  a  few  Gem 
Proof  specimens  of  the  rare  low-mintage  dates 
toward  the  end  of  the  series.  The  prices  are  reason¬ 
able.  Now  may  be  a  good  time  for  you  to  put 
together  a  date  set  of  Proofs.  There  are  no  “impos¬ 
sible”  issues  in  the  series,  and  the  dates  toward  the 
end  of  the  listing  have  the  combined  appeal  of 
overall  low  mintages  and  low  present  market  prices. 
Compare  present  levels  to  highs  in  the  1980s  of 
over  $3,000  bid  for  a  Proof-65  of  any  date! 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First 
year  of  issue  of  the  type . 995.00 


head  a  Star,  and  round  the  border  the  word 
Commonwealth;  on  the  other  side  the  American 
Eagle  displayed,  holding  in  his  right  talon  an 
olive  branch,  in  his  left  a  bundle  of  13  arrows;  on 
his  breast  the  word  denominating  the  value  of  the 
coin,  either  Cent  or  Half-Cent,  and  round  the 
edge  Massachusetts,  1787.  They  are  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  in  all  payments  whatsoever. 

The  Inspectors  of  the  Mint  are  to  give  bond 
with  sureties,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  their  appointment  and  from  time  to  time 
to  lay  before  the  Governor  and  Council  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  doings,  and  State  of  the  Mint,  that 
the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  General  Court. 

The  quantity  of  copper  coin  to  be  struck  to  be 
equal  to  the  amount  of  70,000  dollars,  of  the 
above-mentioned  two  different  denominations, 
in  convenient  proportions. 

No  Gold  or  Silver  Coins  were  struck,  but  the 
coinage  of  Cents  and  Half-Cents  was  continued  in 
1788. 


The  1787  Mass.  Cent:  A  Contemporary  Account 
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Question  & 
Answer  Forum 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


I  I  have  subscribed  to  several  in¬ 
vestment  newsletters,  to  Coin 
World  and  Numismatic  News,  and 
I  I  have  talked  to  quite  a  few  coin 
dealers.  I  am  writing  to  you  because  I  think 
that  your  book,  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market,  is  the  best  thing  I  have  read. 
However,  count  me  as  a  confused  person, 
for  the  more  I  read,  the  more  different 
advice  I  get.  Some  dealers  say  I  should  buy 
gold  because  it  is  hot,  another  says  that 
modern  commemoratives  are  give-aways 
and  that  I  should  buy  those,  and  several 
people  have  suggested  that  I  should  buy 
Morgan  dollars  in  MS-66  or  better  grade.  I 
have  about  $10,000  to  spend  now,  and 
after  that  about  $1,000  a  month.  I  like 
coins  and  I  like  history,  but  I  want  to  make 
a  good  investment,  too.  — G.C. 

You  are  suffering  from  information  over¬ 
load.  When  I  was  fresh  out  of  college  and 
armed  with  a  degree  in  finance,  I  thought 
I  would  become  a  “smart”  investor  in  the 
stock  market.  Accordingly,  I  sent  for  brochures  for 
mutual  funds,  got  a  trial  subscription  to  the  Value 
Line  data  sheets,  read  columnists’  advice  and  ob¬ 
servations  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal  and  else¬ 
where,  and  thought  myself  quite  smart  and  well 
informed. 

Within  a  year  or  two,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  most  writers  were  experts  on  what  had  already 
happened,  but  precious  few  knew  anything  about 
the  future.  I  invested  in  a  few  stocks  based  upon  my 
research  and  what  I  read  in  the  newsletters  of 
security  brokers,  and  the  results  were  indifferent. 
Around  the  same  time,  a  stockbroker  friend  of 
mine,  Ralph  Obenchain  by  name,  told  me  of  re¬ 
search  he  had  been  doing  in  several  areas,  includ¬ 
ing  manufactured  homes  and  recreational  vehicles. 
I  gave  him  a  few  thousand  dollars  to  invest,  and,  to 
make  a  long  story  short,  the  stocks  he  picked — 
Arctic  Industries,  Skyline,  and  Fleetwood,  to  name 
three — did  spectacularly  well.  He  had  visited  the 
plants  of  the  companies  in  question,  knew  the 
industries  involved,  and  was  very  well  informed. 

By  contrast,  the  “tips”  I  had  read  in  securities 
magazines  and  newsletters  were  warmed  over, 


were  available  to  anyone,  and,  as  I  eventually 
learned,  were  often  self-serving;  that  is,  stockbro¬ 
kers  recommending  stocks  often  made  markets  in 
them. 

Over  the  years  I  have  done  extremely  well  in 
investments  in  several  areas.  I  have  seen  my  money 
multiply  many  times  in  such  fields  as  antique  music 
boxes,  pre-1915  movie  posters,  coins  (counter¬ 
stamps,  tokens,  and  medals),  and  American  adver¬ 
tising  ephemera.  In  each  of  these  instances,  I  have 
studied  the  field  first,  have  formed  a  meaningful 
collection  (as  opposed  to  an  investment  accumula¬ 
tion)  ,  have  kept  the  pieces  for  a  long  period  of  years 
(music  boxes  since  1960,  movie  posters  since 
1957,  counterstamps  since  1955,  and  advertising 
items  since  the  1960s).  In  each  instance  I  have 
enjoyed  collecting  the  pieces  and  have  had  the  joy 
of  ownership.  The  investment  results  just  came 
naturally — as  each  field  grew,  as  the  American 
economy  experienced  inflation,  and  as  the  years 
passed. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  a  collector  of  old 
postcards,  I  have  seen  some  of  my  cards  go  up  in 
value;  many,  if  not  most,  stay  the  same  in  price  for 
the  past  1 0  years  or  so;  and  some  go  down  in  value. 
The  ones  that  went  down  are  those  I  bought 
because  I  wrongly  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
would  be  a  good  investment.  The  cards  in  question 
were  fine  examples  of  Alphonse  Mucha’s  Art 
Nouveau  cards,  Weiner  Werkstatte  “Successionist” 
artists’  cards,  and  others  that  were  supposed  to  be 
the  cream  of  the  crop,  but  for  which  little  true 
demand  existed  except  from  investors.  It  turned 
out  that  I  was  one  of  the  last  investors  in  the 
market.  About  $100,000  worth  of  cards  turned  out 
to  be  worth  about  $60,000. 

I  had  the  same  unfortunate  experience  with 
buying  antique  bottles.  I  rushed  into  the  market  to 
acquire  what  are  known  as  bitters  bottles,  pro¬ 
duced  primarily  from  abou"  1840  to  1890.  I  ac¬ 
quired  many  fine  and  rare  pieces,  and  within  two 


Readers  are  invited  to  submit  ques¬ 
tions  on  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  Those  of  the  most 
general  or  provocative  interest  will  be 
answered  here  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 


years  I  had  one  of  the  finest  collections  in  the 
country.  The  dealers  who  had  been  selling  to  me 
praised  my  holdings.  The  only  problem  is  that  I 
spent  my  money  first,  and  learned  about  the  field 
later.  I  lost  over  $75,000  in  that  venture! 

If  there  is  a  common  thread  to  what  I  have  just 
written,  it  is  that  items  of  fine  quality  acquired  over 
a  period  of  years,  and  with  knowledge  beforehand, 
can  be  wonderful  investments.  On  the  other  hand, 
something  bought  in  a  hurry,  and  because  some¬ 
body  else  thinks  it  is  a  good  investment,  has  nearly 
always  gone  down  in  value. 

Any  success  I  have  had  in  the  stock  market  has 
not  been  from  following  tips,  or  reading  invest¬ 
ment  newsletters,  but  has  been  based  upon  careful 
study  or  the  study  of  a  trusted  friend.  Any  success 
I  have  had  in  collectibles  has  been  based  upon  my 
gaining  knowledge  at  a  faster  rate  than  my  spend¬ 
ing  money.  Knowledge  first  and  expenditures  sec¬ 
ond  equals  success.  Expenditures  first  and  knowl¬ 
edge  second  equals  failure. 

To  come  around  to  your  question,  I  suggest 
that  you  stop  reading  investment  literature,  and 
concentrate  upon  reading  numismatic  literature. 
Pick  an  area  of  interest  and  learn  about  it.  If  you  like 
Morgan  dollars,  buy  only  a  few  common  dates  at 
low  prices  before  you  become  well-read  on  the 
subject.  There  will  always  be  time  to  acquire  a  rare 
1879-CC,  1889-CC,  1893-S,  or  1895.  If  you  don’t 
buy  one  today,  there  will  be  another  chance  next 
month. 

Take  with  a  big  grain  of  salt  what  you  read 
about  high  grades.  In  a  recent  newsletter,  David 
Hall  called  these  ga-ga  grades,  specifically  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  common  coins  with  grades  such  as  MS-66, 
MS-67,  MS-68,  etc.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be 
better  to  have  30  different  MS-64  Morgan  dollars 
than  just  one  MS-68.  Besides,  as  time  goes  on,  more 
and  more  coins  become  certified,  and  the  popula¬ 
tion  grows.  High-grade  coins  in  some  series  be¬ 
come  more  plentiful. 

Above  all,  enjoy  your  coins.  As  you  like  his¬ 
tory,  I  suggest  that  you  buy  (see  our  books-for- 
sale  listing  in  this  issue)  or  borrow  (the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Library  lends  books  free 
of  charge,  plus  postage)  some  titles  that  have  a 
significant  amount  of  historical,  in  addition  to  nu¬ 
mismatic,  information.  I  highly  recommend  these: 
U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage  (Don  Taxay),  Walter 
Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  (Breen),  Fractional  Money  (Neil  Carothers), 
and  Penny  Whimsy  (Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon). 
Among  books  I  have  written,  you  might  enjoy  The 
History  of  U.S.  Coinage,  U.S.  Gold  Coins:  An  Illus¬ 
trated  History,  and,  especially,  Adventures  With 
Rare  Coins.  My  new  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  gives  much  historical  data  concerning  every 
year  that  silver  dollars  were  made,  and  correlates 
their  issuance  with  changes  in  the  national 
economy,  etc.,  a  relatively  new  approach  to  writ¬ 
ing  a  book  about  rare  coins. 

Build  a  collection  of  your  favorite  series  once 
you  have  gained  basic  knowledge  about  it.  Buy 
wisely  and  carefully.  Buy  quality,  but  remember 
that  often  a  small  difference  in  grade  can  mean  a 
big  difference  in  price,  and  the  difference  may  not 
be  worth  it.  Hold  your  coins  for  a  long  period  of 
time.  Do  these  things,  and  you  have  the  formula  for 
success. 
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Q 


1  am  starting  a  certified  collection 
of  commemorative  half  dollars 
and  have  the  1936  Elgin,  1936 
Robinson,  1935-S  San  Diego,  and 
a  1950-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  I  am  aim¬ 
ing  for  MS-64  grade.  However,  I  notice 
that  my  1936  Elgin  is  a  “nicer”  MS-64 
than  the  1950-S  B.T.  Washington.  Why  is 
this?  Do  you  have  any  suggestions  that 
will  guide  me  as  I  work  on  my  set?  — 
R.M.H. 


A 


The  standards  employed  by  the  grading 
services  are  somewhat  “flexible”  when  it 
comes  to  Booker  T.  Washington  (1946- 
1951)  and  Carver-Washington  (1951- 
1954)  half  dollars.  A  piece  certified  as  MS-64  is  apt 
to  have  quite  a  few  more  facial  abrasions  than,  for 
example,  the  1936  Elgin  you  mention.  The  reason 
for  this  flexibility  is  not  known  to  me.  A  guess  is 
that,  perhaps,  the  market  demanded  that  a  bunch 
of  MS-64  and  MS-65  Booker  T.  Washington  and 
Carver-Washington  pieces  be  available,  and  the 
grading  services  complied. 

In  MS-64  grade,  you  will  find  that  certain 
coins  will  be  easy  to  find.  Among  these — to  name 
just  a  few — will  be  the  1936  Norfolk  (the  myriad 
inscriptions  are  raised  and  protect  the  surfaces), 
1938  New  Rochelle  (a  coin  that  almost  always  is 
seen  in  high-quality  preservation),  and  1946  Iowa. 
Others  will  be  hard  to  find .  Among  the  latter  are  the 
1920  Maine,  1921  Alabama  and  Missouri  issues, 
the  1922  Grant,  the  1923-S  Monroe,  the  1924 
Huguenot,  and  1925  Vancouver. 

From  a  grading  viewpoint,  possibly  the  tough¬ 
est  coin  to  figure  out  is  the  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  half  dollar.  If  you  want  to 
have  some  fun,  take  a  certified  MS-63  coin  of  this 
issue,  put  a  piece  of  masking  tape  over  the  grade, 
and  ask  10  different  dealers  to  assign  their  own 
grades.  You  will  get  a  wide  variety  of  answers.  The 
grading  services  themselves  are  often  in  a  quan¬ 
dary  on  this  one.  In  one  instance,  the  same  coin, 
upon  multiple  resubmissions  to  certification  ser¬ 
vices,  ranged  from  AU-58  to  MS-64.  The  same 
grading  game  can  be  played  with  the  1921  Mis¬ 
souri  and  1922  Grant  half  dollars  and  the  1900 
Lafayette  silver  dollar. 

My  advice  is  that  you’ve  picked  a  good  goal 
with  MS-64.  I  recommend  that  you  avoid  heavily 
toned  coins  (even  if  they  are  attractive),  and  stick 
to  brilliant  or  very  lightly  toned  examples.  Read 
about  commemoratives  as  you  collect  them,  for 
each  one  has  an  interesting  story. 


Q 


I  like  Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and 
half  dollars  and  am  putting  to¬ 
gether  an  Uncirculated  and  Proof 
collection.  I  have  about  half  of  the 
dimes,  about  a  third  of  the  quarters,  and 
about  a  fourth  of  the  halves.  Do  you  think 
I  should  collect  Proofs  for  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  coins,  as  I  have  been  doing,  or  should 


I  collect  business  strikes  as  well?  If  I  do  the 
latter,  then  I  will  have  two  each  of  certain 
coins,  and  that  seems  redundant. 

I  suppose  that  if  I  were  collecting  a  set,  I 
would  buy  the  branch  mints  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  grade  and  the  Philadelphia  issues 
with  Proof  finish,  and  not  duplicate  the 
Philadelphia  coins  with  business  strikes.  However, 
business  strikes  represent  a  different  variety,  in  a 
way,  and  I  can  see  advantages  for  collecting  them 
as  well. 

Over  the  years,  most  numismatists  have  as¬ 
pired  to  collect  either  Uncirculated  or  Proof  coins 
of  the  Philadelphia  issues,  but  not  both. 
An  exception  was  the  late  F.C.C.  Boyd,  who  for 
certain  series  collected  both.  Also,  my  friend  Oscar 
G.  Schilke  collected  both  ways.  He  found,  for 
example,  that  putting  together  a  matched  set  of 
gem  Uncirculated  Indian  cents  was  a  different 
challenge,  with  a  different  set  of  rarity  rules,  than 
putting  together  a  set  of  Proof  Indians. 

Among  Barber  coins,  Proofs  exist  in  approxi¬ 
mate  proportion  to  their  Proof  mintage  figures, 
except  that  all  things  being  equal,  the  earlier  dates 
are  slightly  scarcer  proportionately  than  the  later 
ones  (they  have  been  around  for  a  longer  time  and 
have  had  more  chance  to  be  cleaned  or  damaged). 
Business  strikes  follow  a  different  set  of  rules, 
based  upon  a  combination  of  mintage  and  the 
method  in  which  they  were  distributed.  PCGS  and 
NGC  population  reports  can  be  a  good  general 
guide  to  availability. 

*  *  * 

After  receiving  the  prices  real¬ 
ized  lists  from  your  last  two  auc¬ 
tions  (Edmonton  and  Stetson),  I 
noticed  some  lots  were  omitted — 
or  not  sold — including  some  of  interest  to 
me.  If  this  is  due  to  a  reserve,  why  not 
advise  us  of  this  in  the  catalogue  or  state 
the  reserve  in  the  prices  realized  listing? 
This  would,  I  believe,  stimulate  the  sales 
and  give  a  better  picture  of  the  coin  mar¬ 
ket  as  it  currently  exists  and  give  collec¬ 
tors,  and,  of  course,  dealers  too,  a  fuller 
appreciation  of  true  “trends”  for  values. 
Are  the  unsold  coins  still  for  sale — at  a 
fixed  price  listing,  or  in  a  future  auction? 
I  was  very  active  in  coin  buying  and  auc¬ 
tion  catalogue  bidding  in  the  late  ’60s 
and  ’70s  and  remember  almost  never 
seeing  unsold  lots  then.  After  re-entering 
the  market  after  20  years  this  accounts 
for  my  surprise  and  frustration.  — G.C.B. 

Your  letter  raises  some  interesting  points. 
We  do  not  always  know  whether  a  coin 
will  sell  until  it  actually  crosses  the  block. 
This  is  because  any  consignor  reserves 
the  right  to  bid  on  his  or  her  coins,  and  we  do  not 
know  this  will  happen  until  the  sale  date.  I  might 
mention  that  this  happens  at  just  about  every 
auction  sale  conducted  by  any  auctioneer  in  the 
world,  not  only  coins,  but  art,  antiques,  real  estate, 
automobiles,  etc.  Some  firms  issuing  lists  of  “prices” 
state  that  some  of  the  prices  (usually  not  specified) 
include  consignor  buy-backs.  Our  current  policy  is 
that  when  a  consignor  buys  back  a  coin,  we  omit  it 
from  the  prices  realized,  as  we  feel  this  gives  a 


better  representation  of  what  actually  happened, 
as  a  consignor  buy-back  may  be  above  market,  and 
not  provide  useful  information. 

When  you  see  one  of  our  current  prices  real¬ 
ized  lists,  if  a  coin  is  listed  with  a  price,  this  means 
that  as  of  the  time  the  list  was  compiled,  to  our 
knowledge,  each  and  every  piece  has  actually  found 
a  buyer  at  the  price  listed. 

With  regard  to  unsold  coins  still  being  for 
sale,  we  typically  return  them  to  the  consignor,  or, 
in  some  instances,  the  consignor  will  consign  them 
to  a  future  auction.  If  you  have  any  specific  items 
you  would  like  to  buy  among  unsold  lots,  the  best 
thing  for  you  to  do  would  be  to  contact  Barbara 
Southard  of  our  Auction  Department  as  soon  as 
you  get  your  prices  realized,  give  her  a  list  of  the 
pieces  you  want,  and  she  can  furnish  quotations  if 
the  pieces  are  still  available.  On  some  occasions, 
coins  are  omitted  from  prices  realized  lists  for  other 
reasons,  such  as  questions  of  title  of  ownership, 
authenticity,  or  attribution  that  might  come  up 
after  the  catalogue  is  printed. 

Years  ago  it  was  not  the  practice  of  most  coin 
auction  houses  to  omit  prices  for  unsold  lots. 
Hence,  lists  of  “prices  realized”  from  the  late  1960s 
and  early  1970s  typically  contained  a  mixture  of 
lots  that  actually  sold  and  those  that  did  not.  In  my 
view,  today’s  practice  is  more  informative  to  the 
reader  of  such  lists. 

★  ★  ★ 

I  I  Congratulations  on  getting  the 

“Best  Columnist”  award  from  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  for  your 
I _ I  writing  in  The  Numismatist.  I  en¬ 

joy  your  column  a  lot  and,  in  fact,  turn  to 
it  first  when  my  copy  arrives  each  month. 
As  you  are  a  past  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association,  can  you  an¬ 
swer  this  question:  Why  doesn’t  the  ANA 
take  a  stand  against  the  issuing  of  modern 
commemoratives  for  silly  and  non-impor- 
tant  anniversaries?  — A.B. 

Currendy,  the  designs  of  commemoratives 
are  decided  by  Congress.  Influential  mem¬ 
bers  of  congressional  committees  can  push 
a  bill  through  passage,  even  though  you 
and  I  think  it  may  be  for  a  silly  or  irrelevant 
anniversary.  For  example,  the  1993  Madison-Bill 
of  Rights  coins  fit  into  this  category;  no  anniversary 
of  any  kind  was  being  commemorated  in  1993; 
greedy  interests  simply  wanted  to  tap  the  pocket- 
books  of  collectors. 

It  would  be  ideal  if  Congress  could  work  out 
a  deal  whereby  an  advisory  committee  including 
ANA  representatives  could  pass  on  the  merits  of 
modem  commemoratives.  Further,  if  a  specific 
program  were  set  up  for  a  given  number  of  issues 
per  year,  and  if  the  selection  of  the  events  to  be 
commemorated  could  be  left  to  the  advisory  com¬ 
mittee,  this  would  be  even  better.  Still  further, 
pricing  should  not  be  rapacious,  as  it  is  now,  but 
should  be  reasonable.  All  too  often  in  the  recent 
past,  too-high  prices  have  skimmed  off  all  possibil¬ 
ity  of  collectors  making  any  profit,  and,  indeed, 
collectors  have  experienced  losses. 

I  suggest  to  the  new  ANA  administration  (a 
new  Board  of  Governors  and  new  officers  were 
sworn  in  on  July  31st)  that  here  is  a  project  worthy 
of  high  priority. 


Page  14 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  95 


1865  Nickel  three-cents.  MS-64  (PCGS).  .395.00 

In  today’s  market  in  many  areas,  MS-64  coins  continue  to  be 
outstanding  values  in  comparison  to  MS-65  examples.  Of 
course,  MS-65  coins  are  nicer  than  MS-64  pieces  and  are  worth 
more,  but  how  much  more  is  the  $64  question.  We  believe  that 
MS-63  and  MS-64  offer  some  excellent  values.  In  a  recent 
catalogue  of  CD  music  discs  for  which  we  sent  $10  to  the  Bose 
Company  in  Framingham,  Mass.,  we  noted  that  “budget  alter¬ 
nate”  CDs  were  listed  for  many  Beethoven,  Mozart,  et  al.  pieces, 
such  being  cheaper  but  having  in  many  instances  all  of  the 
qualities  of  “name”  performances.  So  it  is  with  coins;  there  are 


many  “budget  alternate”  pieces  out  there! 

1867  MS-63  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1868  AU-50 . 39.00 

1869  EF-40 . 19.00 

1871  MS-65  (NGC).  Not  at  all  easy  to  find  at  this 

level;  in  fact,  considerably  rarer  than  a  compa¬ 
rable  Proof . 1,095.00 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64 . 575.00 

1876  Proof-64.  Centennial  year  coin . 425.00 


1876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650.00 

1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem,  brilliant 
with  light  iridescent  toning.  Proof-only  issue.  One 
of  the  finest  in  existence  anywhere! ....  1,595.00 

The  late  Abe  Kosoff,  founder  of  the  Professional  Numisma¬ 
tists  Guild,  and  known  as  the  “Dean  of  American  Rare  Coin 
Dealers,”  was  especially  fond  of  this  date,  and  his  estate  (which 
we  sold  at  auction  for  his  heirs)  contained  a  number  of  pieces. 

1879  Proof-66  (NGC).  One  of  the  finest  known 

specimens.  Popular  date  with  a  low  overall 
mintage.  Offered  at  far  less  than  half  of  the  bid 
price  for  a  Proof-65,  a  lower  grade,  a  few  years 
ago! . 1,395.00 

1 880  Proof-65  (PCGS) .  A  brilliant  specimen  of  this 

popular  low-mintage  date . 775.00 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  One  of  the  finest  known 
specimens  of  this  low-mintage  date.  1,395.00 

1883  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  gem!  .775.00 

1885  Proof-65  (NGC) . 825.00 

1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  little  cameo.  825.00 
1885  Proof-64.  Popular,  low-mintage  issue.  595.00 
1885  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  gem  Proof.  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  value,  in  our  opinion,  for  just. .  595.00 

1 885  MS-63  (PCGS) .  Much  rarer  in  Mint  State  than 

Proof . 950.00 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  cameo  of 

this  Proof-only  date . 1,295.00 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS) .  A  splendid  example  of  one 
of  the  few  Proof-only  dates  in  the  series.  A 

perennial  favorite . 995.00 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion . 465.00 

Silver  3  c*  Pieces 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS) . 365.00 

1851-0  MS-62  <PCGS).  Brilliant . 385.00 

The  only  branch  mint  issue  of  this  denomination.  Interest¬ 
ingly,  the  mintmark  appears  as  a  circle,  not  an  oval. 

1860  MS-64  (PCGS) . 645.00 

1860  AU-55  (PCGS) . 159.00 

1866  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding  specimen  of 

this  rare,  low-mintage  date.  Where  can  you  find 
another? . 1,395.00 

1867  Proof-64.  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces  and 

cameo  frosty  devices.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
rare  date . 1,950.00 

1871  Proof-60.  Rare,  low-mintage  date.  Medium 

gray  toning . 625.00 

1871  Proof-55.  Important  as  a  date . 595.00 


A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 


Nickel  50  Pieces 

Our  selection  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces  comprises 
all  major  types  including  the  Shield,  Liberty,  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  Jefferson  designs.  Of  the  older  designs, 
Buffalo  nickels  seem  to  be  by  far  the  most  popular 
today,  with  probably,  on  a  proportional  basis,  100 
people  collecting  them  by  date  and  mint  as  com¬ 
pared  to  20  collecting  Liberty  Head  nickels  and  five 
or  10  collecting  Shield  nickels. 

We  like  nickels,  and  try  to  buy  nice  pieces  when¬ 
ever  they  are  offered.  But,  with  a  weather  eye  out 
for  what  is  popular,  we’ve  bought  more  of  the 
Buffalo  varieties  than  of  the  earlier  styles.  Our 
present  listing  contains  many  excellent  values  dated 
from  the  1860s  onward. 

Shield  Nickels 

1866  Rays  MS-63  (PCGS) . 459.00 

1867  No  Rays  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem,  very 

sharply  struck.  Obverse  from  shattered  die, 
interesting  to  behold.  First  year  without  rays  on 
the  reverse . 425.00 

1869  Triple  punched  date.  Date  below  ball.  Under 

magnification,  the  date,  especially  the  second 
digit  thereof,  is  a  mess  of  repunchings.  An  item 
the  specialist  will  delight  in  owning!  MS-64 
(NGC) . 995.00 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  8  of  date  embedded 

in  ball.  Obverse  die  shattered,  with  a  skein  of 
light  breaks  evident.  Quite  interesting,  espe¬ 
cially  under  magnification . 295.00 

1876  Proof-63 . 285.00 

1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Remarkable  for  its  overall 

low  mintage,  the  1880  Shield  nickel  has  been  in 
demand  for  many  decades . 995.00 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Extremely  popular  date  due 

to  the  overall  low  mintage;  a  key  issue  in  the 
Shield  nickel  series . 925.00 

1881  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin,  brilliant 
deep  mirror  fields  and  frosted  high  points; 
delicate  peripheral  toning.  Probably  from  an 

old-time  collection . 565.00 

1881  AU-50.  A  very  rare  coin  in  business  strike 
form . 465.00 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  Head  nickels  continue  to  be  very  popular 
(relatively  speaking)  with  our  clients.  At  today’s 
prices,  and  with  our  large  selection,  there  is  the 
opportunity  to  put  together  a  date  set  of  regular 
issues  from  1883  to  1912.  In  general,  prices  are 
cheaper  today  than  they  were  15  years  ago!  In  my 
opinion,  this  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  designs  of 
its  era. 

In  its  era,  the  Liberty  Head  nickel  was  a  com¬ 
manding  coin.  It  could  buy  a  mug  of  beer,  a  merry- 
go-round  ride,  a  tune  on  a  mechanical  piano,  or  a 
ticket  to  see  Edison’s  Great  Train  Robbery  movie.  To 
our  mind,  such  coins  evoke  a  great  deal  of  nostal¬ 
gia. 

BARGAIN  DAYS:  To  give  you  a  running  start  on 
a  set  of  Liberty  Head  nickels,  we  offer  you  a  10% 
discount  if  you  buy  three  or  more  dates  in  any 
grades — mix  or  match — of  MS-63  or  better  or 
Proof-63  or  better.  Ask  for  “Liberty  Head  Bargain 
Days”  special  when  you  telephone  or  write. 


1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  First  type  of  the 


year.  Proof-64 . 475.00 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  We  purchased  a 
small  group  of  these  in  one  fell  swoop,  and  offer 

them  for,  each . 495.00 

1883  No  CENTS  MS-64  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (NGC) . 135.00 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 59.00 


1885  AU-58.  A  nice  specimen  of  the  most  important 
date  in  the  regular  1883-1912  series.  ...795.00 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty,  cartwheel  lustre  high¬ 
lighted  by  a  bit  of  golden  toning.  Second  rarest 
regular  Philadelphia  Mint  date  (1885  being  the 
rarest)  in  the  1883-1912  Liberty  Head  nickel 


series . . 795.00 

1886  AU-55  (PCGS) . 415.00 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1887  AU-50 . 79.00 

1889  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 


We  can’t  quite  believe  today’s  cheap  prices  for  Liberty  Head 
nickels!  However,  the  explanation  is  fairly  simple.  Try  this:: 

1.  Years  ago,  there  was  a  wide  following  among  collectors 
who  desired  to  put  together  date  sets.  This  was  in  the  era  before 
certified  coins  existed,  and  it  was  fun  to  fill  in  Capital  (brand) 
plastic  holders,  Whitman  or  Library  of  Coins  albums,  or  other 
holders — just  like  doing  a  crossword  puzzle.  It  was  a  joy  when 
that  last  piece  was  acquired!  Today,  few  such  collectors  exist, 
mainly  because  a  bunch  of  “slabs”  rattling  around  in  a  box  is  no 
match  (from  the  standpoint  of  interest  or  challenge)  to  display¬ 
ing  coins  in  a  holder. 

2.  In  the  late  1970s  and  much  of  the  1980s,  the  market  for 
Liberty  Head  nickels  in  higher  grades,  particularly  MS-64  and 
Proof-64  and  better,  was  composed  of  investors,  not  collectors. 
Today,  these  investors  have  mostly  gone  by  the  wayside. 

3.  Conclusion:  Now  there  is  a  vacuum.  There  are  as  many 
Liberty  Head  nickels  in  existence  as  ever,  but  fewer  interested 
buyers.  The  result  follows  the  immutable  law  of  supply  and 
demand:  prices  are  lower. 

4.  What  if:  4a:  What  if  someone  invents  a  truly  beautiful  way 
to  display  slabbed  coins — a  way  that  will  make  such  coins  a 
pleasure  to  collect?  4b:  What  if  a  whole  new  crop  of  fresh-faced, 
well-moneyed,  uninformed  investors  come  into  the  market 
and,  as  before,  start  buying  up  everything  in  sight? 

5.  What  do  we  think?  We  believe  that  4a,  mentioned  above, 
might  just  happen.  Stay  tuned. 


1889  AU-55 . 89.00 

1890  MS-64  (NGC) . 295.00 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS) . 295.00 


Once,  old-time  dealer  Abe  Kosoff  spent  three  years  searching 
for  a  Mint  State  specimen  of  this  date  for  one  of  his  clients! 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 


beautiful  light  iridescent  toning . 725.00 

1892  MS-60 . 119.00 

1893  MS-63  (NGC) . 149.00 

1893  MS-62  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1897  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  glittering  gem 

coin  the  connoisseur  will  appreciate.  Cheap! 

Cheap!  Cheap!  . 745.00 

1899  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  750.00 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  750.00 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS) . 299.00 

1902  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem.  This  coin 

can  be  yours  for  only . 715.00 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1903  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1903  MS-65  (NGC) . 750.00 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  specimen.  750.00 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing . 299.00 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1905  MS-65  (NGC). A  superb  gem . 750.00 

1905  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 120.00 

1906  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 325.00 
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1906  MS-64.  Dazzling  mint  lustre . 299.00 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant . 299.00 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1908  MS-65.  Gem . 750.00 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  white . 299.00 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS) . 299.00 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1912  AU-55 . 49.00 

1912-D  First  Denver  Mint  issue  in  the  nickel  five- 

cent  series.  MS-64 . 325.00 

1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1912-S  VF-20 . 275.00 


Buffalo  Nickels 

If  a  popularity  poll  were  taken  of  series  that 
appeal  to  a  wide  range  of  numismatists,  Buffalo 
nickels  would  be  near  the  top  of  the  list.  In  this  issue 
we  offer  many  important  pieces,  including  Mint 
State  specimens  of  mintmarks  in  the  teens  and 
1920s.  As  always,  we  deliver  the  QUALITY  you 
expect,  including  many  new  purchases  from  a 
coast-to-coast  buying  trip  and  several  days  of  con¬ 
certed  effort  at  the  recent  ANA  Convention.  Enjoy! 

1913  Buffalo  Type  I.  MS-65 . 125.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64 . 72.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 72.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
beautiful!  A  couple  of  dozen  times  rarer  than  its 

Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart . 550.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC) . 265.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  ...265.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-60 . 59.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  “nifty” 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue . 750.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-55 . 135.00 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1914- S  MS-64.  [  Full  original  mint  brilliance.  A 

beauty! . 475.00 


1915  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  satiny 
gem.  Only  1,050  were  originally  struck  of  which 
probably  fewer  than  500  exist  today  in  all  Proof 


levels . 2,750.00 

1915  MS-64  (NGC) . 125.00 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS) . 125.00 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1915- D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1916  MS-65  (NGC) . 265.00 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS) . 89.00 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1916-  S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1916- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 215.00 

1916-  S  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 115.00 

1917  MS-64  (NGC) . 129.00 

1917  MS  63  . 79.00 

1917- D  AU-50 . 135.00 


1918  MS-65  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning 
over  lustrous  and  frosty  surfaces.  Quality: 


This  is  it! . 1,095.00 

1919  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
elusive  mintmark  varieties  of  the  era.  .  145.00 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 195.00 

1920-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 
cence.  The  reverse  shows  some  softness  of  high- 
relief  details  as  made.  The  1920-D  ranks  as  one 
of  the  scarcest  Denver  Mint  issues  in  the  Buffalo 


series . 1,650.00 

1920-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  deeply  lus¬ 

trous.  Lightly  and  attractively  toned.  A  notable 

rarity  at  this  grade  level . 1,650.00 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS) . 435.00 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS) . 125.00 

1923-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  highly  important  vari¬ 
ety . 625.00 

1923- S  EF-40 . 185.00 

1924- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  prize  find . 1,995.00 

1926  MS-65  (NGC) . 145.00 

1926-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 750.00 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 750.00 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1927  MS-64  (NGC) . 195.00 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS) . 315.00 

1928-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 935.00 

1928- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 99.00 

1929  MS-64  (NGC) . 60.00 

1929  MS-63 . 42.00 

1929- S  MS-64 . 129.00 

1930  MS-65  (NGC) . 115.00 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 110.00 


1936  Type  II  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  bril¬ 
liant  gem  with  deep  mirror  surface.  If  you 
want  quality,  this  is  it.  Here  is  the  finest 
brilliant  Proof  1936  nickel  we  saw  at  the  ANA 
show,  and,  needless  to  say,  we  bought  it  imme¬ 
diately!  . 2,375.00 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful, 
brilliant  specimen  of  the  highly  desired  Type  II 
style  with  mirror  finish  (Type  I  is  satiny) .  Mir¬ 
ror-type  Buffalo  nickel  Proofs  were  issued  only 
in  late  1936  and  in  1937 . 1,195.00 


Choice  1937-D  3-Legged  5<t 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous, 
sparkling  showpiece — one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  handled  of  this  popular  variety . 3,295.00 

There  is  a  puzzle  surrounding  1937-D  3-legged  nickels,  and 
perhaps  one  of  our  readers  can  supply  the  answer.  Going  back 
to  the  coin  market  of  the  1950s  and  1960s,  when  specimens  of 
this  variety  came  up  for  sale,  AU  would  have  been  an  outstand¬ 
ing  grade.  Mint  State  coins  were  so  rare  as  to  be  seemingly  non¬ 
existent,  almost.  In  the  1980s  and  1990s,  we  have  had  a  few 
dozen  coins  in  the  Mint  State  level,  typically  MS-60  or  so. 
Where  did  these  originate?  Did  a  roll  or  two  come  out  of  hiding? 


1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-50.  Most  original  mint  lustre 


is  still  seen . . 695.00 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-45 . 475.00 


BUFFALO  NICKELS 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
PREMIUM  QUALITY 

As  an  aid  to  starting  a  date  and  mintmark  set  of 
Buffalo  nickels,  we  offer  the  following  dates,  each 
cherrypicked  for  Premium  Quality,  and  each  certi¬ 
fied  by  NGC  or  PCGS.  Order  those  you  need. 


Buffalo  Nickels 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

1913-T 

$55 

$72 

$125 

$329 

1931-S 

249 

1934 

310 

1935 

99 

1935-D 

99 

450 

1935-S 

79 

199 

1937 

25 

40 

1937-D 

34 

73 

173 

1937-S 

32 

59 

350 

1938-D 

27 

35 

75 

1938-D/D* 

99 

1938-D/S 

209 

‘Note:  The  1938-D/D  variety  is  not  recognized  by  NGC  or 
PCGS,  thus  this  information  is  not  included  on  the  certification 
label. 


SPECIAL  OFFER:  12  different  dates  and  mints, 
one  each  1934  to  1938-D  inclusive  (no  D/D  or  D/ 
S  or  3-legged).  NGC  and  PCGS  coins  cherrypicked 
for  quality:  MS-65  set  $2,795.00. 


Jefferson  Nickels 

1939-D  A  key  date  in  the  Jefferson  series.  MS- 


64 . 59.00 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 215.00 

1944- S  MS-67  (NGC) . 79.00 

1945- D  MS-67  (NGC) . 79.00 


Ancient  Gold  Hoard  Found 

Dr.  Craig  Blackstone  recently  sent  us  an 
interesting  clipping  which  revealed  that  exca¬ 
vations  in  the  ancient  Red  Sea  at  Aqaba,  Jor¬ 
dan,  brought  forth  32  gold  coins  “that  may 
provide  clues  as  to  how  extensive  travel  and 
commerce  were  in  medieval  Arab  society.  The 
coins  were  found  buried  near  a  gate  being 
excavated  by  the  Oriental  Institute. . .  research¬ 
ers  speculate  that  the  coins — worth  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  about  $3,000  to  the  original  owner — 
probably  belonged  to  a  religious  pilgrim  who 
hid  them  before  an  attack  on  the  town.  .  .  An 
international  team  of  scholars  will  examine  the 
coins — 29  of  which  were  minted  between  976 
and  1013  AD.  .  .  .  They’ll  look  for  clues  to  the 
calamities  that  befell  visitors  to  Ayla  [where 
Aqaba  is  now],  stopping  place  for  pilgrims  on 
their  way  to  Mecca.” 
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United  States  Silver 


Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 

Half  dimes  in  our  listing  include  a  scarce  1797,  a 
frosty  1837  Liberty  Seated  without  stars,  a  splen¬ 
did  gem  1853  No  Arrows,  one  of  the  best-struck 
1860  transitionals  we  have  ever  handled,  a  gem 
low-mintage  1863  and  a  notable  1865,  among 
others. 


High-Grade  1797  Half  Dime 


1797  15  Stars.  Valentine-2.  EF-40.  Light  gray 
surfaces.  A  very  handsome,  thoroughly  excel¬ 
lent  specimen  of  this  early  design  type.  Rare  so 

fine!  . 3,650.00 

1829  EF-40 . 125.00 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
A  brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty  gem!  To  our  eye,  this 
design — copied  after  Gobrecht’s  illustrious  no¬ 
stars  silver  dollar  of  1836 — is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  in  the  series.  The  absence  of  obverse 
stars  gives  the  motif  a  cameo  effect.  ..  2,995.00 


1838  No  Drapery.  AU-55 . 159.00 

1838  No  Drapery.  AU-50 . 125.00 

1849/8/6  AU-53  (Hallmark) . 235.00 


Showpiece  1853  No  Arrows  Half  Dime 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  spar¬ 
kling,  frosty  specimen  that,  undoubtedly,  has 
been  hidden  away  for  years  in  an  old-time 
collection.  Dozens  of  times  rarer  than  the  Ar¬ 
rows  variety  of  this  date.  Most  of  the  pieces 
without  arrows  were  melted  early  in  the  year, 
as  they  were  worth  more  in  bullion  value  than 


in  face  value . 3,575.00 


1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 
frosty.  A  little  cameo  gem  that  will  be  ideal  for 
a  type  set . 1,750.00 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 110.00 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 625.00 

1854  Arrows.  AU-55 . 139.00 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Popular  design 
type . 325.00 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Ideal 

for  the  half  dime  specialist  as  well  as  the  type 
collector . 1,350.00 

1857  MS-62  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1857-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  .325.00 


Gem  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 
Obverse  of  ’59,  Reverse  of  ’60 


1860  Judd-267.  Transitional  issue; 
obverse  of  ’59,  reverse  of  ’60.  MS-64 

(NGC).  A  far  above  average  specimen  of  this 
issue,  which  normally  is  very  flatly  struck.  The 
obverse  is  well  struck  on  nearly  all  stars  (the 
stars  have  hollow  points;  a  feature  of  the  1859 
year,  and  additionally  used  only  on  this  1860- 
dated  transitional  half  dime,  not  on  other  1860 
pieces).  The  reverse  is  far  above  average.  From 
the  viewpoint  of  quality,  this  piece  is  in  the 
upper  10%  of  the  surviving  specimens.  Mint 
Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  just 
100  of  these  were  struck.  Interestingly, 
this  is  a  “stateless”  issue  inasmuch  as  the  legend 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  appears  no¬ 
where  on  the  coin! . 7,950.00 


1862  AU-50. 


72.00 


Dazzling  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  One  of  the  finest  known 
specimens  of  this  rare  Civil  War  date.  Only 
18,000  business  strikes  were  minted,  very  few  of 
which  were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin)  pay¬ 
ments  were  suspended  from  mid -1 862  until  well 
into  the  1870s  (if  you  want  to  read  more  about 
this,  we  recommend  one  of  our  favorite  books, 
Neil  Carothers’  Fractional  Money,  available  from 
our  Publications  Department).  The  chance  that 
such  a  gorgeous  piece  would  survive  was  stricdy 
a  matter  of  chance.  The  half  dime  specialist  will 
appreciate  this  one! . 3,750.00 


1863- S  AU-53  (NGC).  On  the  scarce  side.  Much 

original  mint  lustre  still  remains . 365.00 

A  little-known  fact  is  that  while  specie  payments  were 
suspended  on  the  East  Coast,  the  silver  coins  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  circulated  freely  at  par  on  the  West  Coast! 
However,  most  1863-S  half  dimes,  and  their  contemporaries 
among  S-Mint  silver  coins  of  the  era,  were  shipped  to  the  Orient 
in  payment  of  commercial  goods. 

1864- S  EF-45 . 235.00 

Gem  Uncirculated  1865  Rarity 
One  of  the  finest  known 


1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sparkling 
gem . 3,995.00 

Only  13,000  business  strikes  were  made,  and  probably  no 
more  than  a  dozen  or  two  survive  in  the  combination  of  high 
technical  grade  and  aesthetic  quality  characteristic  of  this 
beauty.  These  13,000  coins  were  not  released  at  the  time  of 
issue.  By  the  time  that  specie  payments  were  resumed  in  the 
1870s,  the  half  dime  denomination  had  been  discontinued 
(under  the  Act  of  1873).  Presumably,  most  Philadelphia  Mint 
half  dimes  went  to  the  melting  pot. 


Tlie  World’s  Greatest  Job 

The  following  from  Sensors  magazine,  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Richard  Dunn,  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico, 
was  spotted  by  your  editor  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Musical  Box  Society  International’s  News  Bulle¬ 
tin: 

The  greatest  job  in  the  world  is  one  in 
which: 

•  You’re  self-employed. 

•  Only  a  small  capital  investment  is  required. 

•  The  primary  function  is  to  have  your  employ¬ 
ees  collect  cash,  which  your  customers  are 
happy  to  give  you. 

•  Your  customers  are  basically  happy.  They 
trust  your  motives.  They  never  call  on  the 
phone  to  complain,  never  whimper  that  they 
don’t  understand  the  documentation  or  can’t 
get  your  product  installed  properly.  You  don’t 
even  need  a  phone. 

•  You  work  only  in  sunny  locations;  in  fact,  you 
only  work  where  and  when  you  want  to. 

•  Your  employees  work  for  peanuts. 

Is  there  such  an  occupation?  You  bet!  You’re 
an  organ  grinder  with  a  monkey! 
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1864  EF-40.  A  notable  rarity  in  the  series.  Far  rarer 
in  EF  than  in  Proof,  an  interesting  point  to 


ponder!  . 650.00 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 1,195.00 

1872-S  Mint  mark  in  wreath.  MS-63 . 289.00 

1882  AU-50 . 65.00 


Dimes 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous  gem.  Delicate  iridescent  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing;  brilliant  centers.  Coins  such  as  this  have  a 
timeless  appeal.  The  combination  of  high  grade, 
sharp  strike,  and  excellent  aesthetic  quality 

never  goes  out  of  style! . 2,495.00 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 1,295.00 

1871  MS-63  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  light  golden 
hues . 850.00 


Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1797  John  Reich-1.  F-12  (PCGS).  Gray  fields 
with  lighter  gray  letters  and  devices.  A  pleasing 
example  of  the  second  year  of  issue  of  the 


denomination . 1,995.00 

1805  JR- 2.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1822  JR-1.  Good-6 . 375.00 

1822  JR-1.  VG-8  (ANACS  Cache) . 525.00 

1823/2  JR-3.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  .......325.00 

1824  JR-1.  VF-35 . 315.00 

1827  JR-6.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1830/29  JR- 5.  VF-30 . 195.00 

1833  JR-6.  EF-45 . 199.00 

1835  JR-1.  VF-35  (PCGS) . 85.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

We  offer  a  wide  selection  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes, 
beginning  with  a  frosty,  cameo  1837  No  Stars  and 
continuing  to  the  1890s.  Included  are  many  out¬ 
standing  pieces,  notable  among  which  is  a  gem 

1873-S  with  arrows. 


1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  MS-62  (NGC). 
A  splendid  specimen!  The  cameo-like  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  starless  obverse  has  made  this  a 


favorite  with  numismatists . 2,150.00 

1840  Drapery.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  perennial  favorite 
“type”  coin . 895.00 


In  1853,  silver  had  risen  on  the  international  markets  to  the 
point  at  which  newly-minted  coins  were  worth  more  as  bullion 
than  as  circulating  pieces.  To  have  continued  making  pieces 
under  the  old  standard  would  have  been  an  exercise  in  futility. 
Under  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853,  the  authorized  weights  of 
the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar  were 
reduced;  arrows  were  added  alongside  the  dates  of  the  coins 
minted  under  the  new  law. 


An  Element  of  Enjoyment 

The  following  is  from  D.H.,  a  New  Hampshire 
client: 

“Dear  Gail  (Watson): 

“I  am  enclosing  my  check  for  $875  as  pay¬ 
ment  for  the  1804  large  cent,  Sheldon-266C, 
which  I  saw  in  your  recent  catalogue.  I  am  also 
enclosing  a  want  list. 

“I  enjoy  talking  on  the  telephone  and,  as 
always,  appreciate  your  continuing  excellent 
service.  You  and  your  firm  really  do  add  an 
element  of  enjoyment  to  doing  business  and  to 
collecting  coins.” 


Gem  1873-S  Dime 


1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 
Combined  in  one  coin  are  the  aspects  of  high 
grade,  rarity,  and  aesthetic  appeal.  In  this  grade, 
the  1873-S  is  at  least  a  dozen  times  rarer  than 
its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart.  One  of  our 
favorites  from  among  the  nearly  1,000  impor¬ 
tant  coins  we  recently  purchased  for  our  inven¬ 
tory  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
Convention . 3,350.00 


1874-CC  VG-8.  Light  gray  surfaces.  A  pleasing 
example  of  this  grade;  one  of  the  classic 
Carson  City  rarities  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
series . 2,850.00 


1875-CC  Mintmark  below  bow.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  A  frosty,  sharply  struck,  lustrous  gem. 
Add  this  Carson  City  Mint  dime  to  your  type 
collection.  Another  one  of  the  new  purchases 
we  made  at  the  ANA  Convention,  where  we 
spent  all  week  buying  (and  nearly  ran  out  of 

checks!) . 2350.00 

1876  Proof-60 . 275.00 

1876  MS-60 . 160.00 

1880  VF-30 . 220.00 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  surfaces.  695.00 
1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sparkling 

beauty!  . 525.00 

1888  MS-63 . 295.00 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  with  mostly 

brilliant  surfaces . 695.00 

1889  MS-63.  Satiny  surfaces  with  pale  golden 

toning . 295.00 

1889- S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  A  sharp  and  frosty 

coin,  with  strong  claims  to  an  even  higher 
grade . 495.00 

1890  MS-63 . 250.00 

1890  MS-62  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1890- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty,  lustrous  surfaces . 975.00 


1890-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1890-S  MS-60 . 265.00 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous.  Last 

of  the  Liberty  Seated  series . 695.00 

1891  MS-63 . 295.00 


Barber  Dimew 


1892-0  MS-60 . 175.00 

1892-0  AU-50 . 79.00 

1892-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper 
of  golden  toning.  Scarce  in  this  grade.  .  550.00 

1892- S  AU-58 . 275.00 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with  a  light 

halo  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims.  325.00 

1893- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Attractively,  lightly 

toned . 350.00 


1893-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  light  ton¬ 


ing . 595.00 

1896-S  VF-25.  Rare  in  all  grades . 259.00 


Note:  The  Barber  Coin  Collectors  Society  (BCCS),  in  exist¬ 
ence  for  several  years,  took  a  nap  recently,  and,  apparently, 
activities  were  suspended  for  a  time.  Now,  we  understand  that 
the  group  is  once  again  active,  is  soliciting  dues,  and  has 
ambitious  plans.  As  mentions  of  societies  in  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  tend  to  result  in  quite  a  few  of  our  readers  signing  up, 
we  have  asked  for  more  information  about  the  current  status  of 
the  BCCS,  and  hope  to  have  same  in  the  next  issue. 

1898  MS-61  (PCGS) . 139.00 

1901-S  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  One  of  the  most 
elusive,  important  dates  in  the  series . 795.00 

1903- S  VF-20.  Scarce  mintmark  variety.  ..495.00 

1904- S  AU-50 . 525.00 

1905  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  coin  with  light 

golden  toning  over  deep  mirror  fields.  1,195.00 

1907- S  MS-63.  Brilliant,  with  attractive  light  gun- 

metal-blue  toning.  You’ll  like  it! . 595.00 

1908- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 285.00 

191 1- D  MS-63 . 225.00 

1912- S  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 385.00 

1913  MS-63  (NGC) . 215.00 

1913  MS-61  (PCGS) . 139.00 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden 

toning . 215.00 

1916  Last  year  of  the  Barber  dime  MS-61. 139.00 

1916  Barber.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 139.00 


Mercury  Dimes 

Mercury  dimes  are  among  the  most  popular  of  all 
20th-century  series,  and  are  a  part  of  the  silver 
denomination  redesign  program  of  1 9 1 6  (wouldn’t 
it  be  great  to  have  such  a  program  for  new  designs 
now?).  Our  inventory  includes  numerous  impor¬ 
tant  pieces,  all  hand-selected  for  quality.  Among 
these  you  will  find  a  rare  1916-D,  gems  of  the  low- 
mintage  1921  and  192 1-D,  and  other  choice  ex¬ 
amples. 


1916-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  mint  lustre  is  still 
seen  in  protected  areas.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level  of  the  most  desired 
variety  in  the  Mercury  dime  series.  ...2650.00 
1916-D  VG-8  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  specimen  of  the 
key  date  in  the  series.  Just  264,000  were 


minted . 695.00 

1916-S  Mercury  AU-55 . 79.00 
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OWERSAND  MERENA’S 
COLLECTION  PORTFOLIO 
PROGRAM  LETS  YOU 
BUILD  YOUR  COLLECTION 
WITH  SAFETY,  STABILITY 
AND  SECURITY. 


Collecting  coins  should  mean  ‘money  in 
the  bank’  for  you.  That’s  why  we’re  offering  a 
guaranteed,  “no-risk”  way  to  receive  a  beau¬ 
tiful  rare  coin  in  the  mail  every  month! ...  You 
receive  special  discounts  available  only  to 
members!. . .  And  buy  where  the  dealers  buy! 

If  you  are  interested  in  building  a  su¬ 
perb  collection  of  scarce  and  rare  coins,  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  may  be  just 
the  thing  you’re  looking  for!  Over  the  years, 
thousands  of  collectors  have  found  the  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program  to  be  the  best  way 
to  achieve  their  collecting  goals. 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the 
longest-running  and  most  successful 
monthly  program  in  all  of  numismatics.  In 
fact,  in  addition  to  collectors,  we  have  been 
leading  suppliers  to  dealers,  museums, 
and  discriminating  buyers  who  want  # 
the  finest  quality  and  value. 


First  pick! 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of 
your  choice)  a  package  of  coins  will 
arrive  in  your  mailbox— coins  of  the 
quality  and  value  you  want  in  the  se¬ 
ries  you  want.  You  get  first  pick  of 
superb  quality  coins  from  our  exten¬ 
sive  inventory.  And,  each  shipment 
comes  with  a  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  We  believe  that  there’s  no 
better  deal  anywhere! 

You’ll  find  purchasing  coins 
through  our  Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 


gram  to  be  a  very  smart,  easy,  and  enjoyable 
way  to  assemble  a  valuable  and  interesting 
collection.  By  means  of  a  convenient 
monthly  payment  (or  credit  card  charge) 
our  expert  numismatists  will  help  you  build 
a  fine  display  of  gold  coins,  commemora¬ 
tive  silver  pieces,  19th-century  United  States 
issues,  or  another  specialty  of  your  choice  — 
according  to  your  wishes. 

In  addition,  you  will  receive  confiden¬ 
tial  discount  offers  on  books,  supplies,  and 
other  items,  just  for  being  a  member. 

Free  Gifts! 

Just  for  asking  for  information  about  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program,  we  will  send 
you  TWO  FREE  GIFTS,  a  numismatic  refer¬ 
ence  book  by  Q.  David  Bowers  AND  our  next 
Rare  Coin  Review!  (Offer  limited  to  new 
inquiries;  minimum  age  for  members  is  18.) 

Call  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for  Gail 
Watson,  manager  of  the  Collection  Portfo¬ 
lio  Program.  She  can  start  you  on  a  pro¬ 
gram  immediately.  Or,  return  the  coupon 
below.  Either  way,  we  look  forward  to  hear- 
ing  from  you  soon.  We’re  sure  you’ll  agree 
that  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  a 
sound  investment! 


YES!  Please  send  me  more  information 
about  your  exciting  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
—  the  easiest  way  to  collect  superb  coins!  And 
please  send  me,  just  for  asking,  my  two  free  gifts! 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


CITY 


8TATE 


ZIP 


DAYTIME  PHONE 


CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-222-5993 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

BOX  1224  •  W0LFEB0R0,  NH  03894  •  IN  NH  (603)  569-5095 


“Secure 

Your 

Collection’s 
Future 
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Coin  Quiz 

Name  These  Famous  Rarities 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


verybody  loves  a  rarity,  and  the  Coin  Quiz 
in  this  issue  highlights  some  of  the  most 
famous  in  American  numismatics.  See 
how  many  you  can  identify  correctly.  A 
score  of  six  or  better  is  excellent,  and  a  score  of 
eight  or  better  ranks  you  as  an  expert.  Answers  are 
given  at  the  end. 

1.  Not  only  is  this  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  Carson 
City  coins,  it  is  also  among  the  most  elusive  pieces 
in  its  denomination.  Just  3,789  were  struck: 

a.  1874-CC  dime 

b.  1870-CC  double  eagle 

c.  1889-CC  Morgan  dollar 

d.  1876-CC  trade  dollar 


This  American  classic  is  about  five  times 
rarer  than  an  1804  silver  dollar.  It  is  believed  that 
just  five  were  minted,  and  todayjust  five  are  known 
to  exist.  It  is  the  latest-dated  issue  of  its  series: 


a.  1868  large  cent 

b.  1895  Morgan  dollar 

c.  1885  trade  dollar 

d.  MCMVII  Extremely  High  Relief  $20 


O.  Without  a  doubt,  more  words,  sentences, 
paragraphs,  and  pages  have  been  written  about 
this  rarity  than  any  other  in  United  States  series.  In 
fact,  Eric  P.  Newman  and  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  even 
wrote  a  book  about  it: 


a.  1793  Liberty  Cap  cent 

b.  1878-CC  trade  dollar 

c.  1804  “restrike”  $10  gold 

d.  1804  silver  dollar 


a.  1876-CC  20-cent  piece 

b.  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent 

c.  1894-S  dime 

d.  1853-0  Without  Arrows  half  dollar 


O.  Among  coins  of  the  $3  gold  denomination, 
just  one  issue  is  believed  to  be  unique,  and  was  last 
offered  publicly  in  our  sale  of  the  Eliasberg  U.S. 
Gold  Coin  Collection  in  1982: 

a.  1854-D 

b.  1870-S 

c.  1875 

d.  1876 


O.In  1883,  Harold  P.  Newlin,  who  studied  this 
particular  series  intently,  felt  that  a  certain  rarity 
was  perhaps  the  most  desirable  in  the  United  States 
series.  Today  it  remains  rare,  and  virtually  all 
known  specimens  are  in  lower  grades  and  show 
extensive  circulation. 


L  Where  did  they  all  go?  Although  10,000 
were  minted,  probably  not  more  than  a  couple 
dozen  or  known  today.  Curiously,  most  of  these  are 
Mint  State,  possibly  representing  pieces  from  the 
Assay  Commission,  but  this  is  not  known.  The 
denomination  of  which  it  was  a  part  was  discontin¬ 
ued  just  a  few  years  later: 


a.  1802  half  dime 

b.  1873-CC  Without  Arrows  quarter 

c.  1851  Liberty  Seated  dollar 

d.  1842  Small  Date  quarter  dollar 


.  At  different  times  in  American  numismatic 
history  this  formidable  rarity  in  the  gold  series  has 


held  the  record  for  the  most  valuable  coin  ever  sold 
at  auction,  including  a  $725,000  sale  in  1979.  Only 
a  half  dozen  or  so  pieces  are  known  to  exist: 


a.  1858  Proof  $10 

b.  1883  Proof  $20 

c.  1877  pattern  gold  $50 

d.  1787  Brasher  doubloon. 


H.  The  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar  series  is  a 
favorite  with  many  numismatists.  The  “rarest  of 
the  rare”  among  such  dollars  is  this  variety: 


a.  1851  Original 

b.  1851  Restrike 

c.  1858 

d.  1870-S 


t).  Only  three  specimens  of  this  issue  are 
known  to  exist,  the  only  one  outside  of  a  museum 
being  the  Eliasberg  U.S.  Gold  Coin  Collection  speci¬ 
men  we  auctioned  in  1982.  Mintage  records  indi¬ 
cate  that  17,976  were  struck,  but,  apparendy, 
nearly  all  were  melted,  or  perhaps  the  figure  repre¬ 
sents  issues  of  several  dates  combined: 

a.  1796  Without  Stars  quarter  eagle 

b.  1822  $5  gold 

c.  1875  $5  gold 

d.  1927-D  $20  gold 


10. 


Among  Saint-Gaudens  $10  Indian  gold 
coins,  three  of  the  following  issues  are  recognized 
as  great  rarities,  and  one  is  common.  Can  you  pick 
out  the  latter? 


a.  1920-S 

b.  1926 

c.  1930-S 

d.  1933 


q-oi  ‘q-6 

‘P-8  ‘P -L  ‘e-9  ‘q-S  ‘B-fr  ‘P'£  ‘o-Z  ‘q-I  :SH3MSNV 


Likes  Her  Buffalo  Nickel 

The  following  letter  is  from  Kathleen  P.: 

“Thank  you  for  the  Buffalo  nickel.  It  is 
beautiful,  and  we  are  very  happy  with  it.  My 
husband,  David,  and  I  want  to  thank  you  for 
your  assistance  with  our  purchase.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  deal  with  a  business  that  is  willing 
to  work  with  a  client  like  you  have  done.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you  whenever 
you  have  any  items  on  our  want  list. 

“In  addition,  we  want  to  extend  our  sub¬ 
scription  for  all  Bowers  and  Merena  publica¬ 
tions.  We  enjoy  reading  them. 

“I  am  enclosing  my  order  for  an  MS-65 
1947-D  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar.  If  this  is 
sold,  I  would  also  consider  any  other  compa¬ 
rable  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  in  MS-65 
grade  that  you  feel  would  meet  my  criteria  for 
quality.  Once  again,  thank  you  for  your  assis¬ 
tance.” 
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191 7-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  A  superb  specimen  of  a  Mercury  dime 
issue  that  in  this  grade  is  very  difficult  to 

locate . 1,495.00 

1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Nearly  Full  Bands.  Bril¬ 
liant  satiny  surfaces  splashed  with  the  palest 
hints  of  rose  and  gold.  Sharply  struck  and  ever 
so  close  to  Full  Bands  quality.  Population  report 
watchers  note  this:  The  only  coin  certified 
by  NGC  as  MS-66,  with  none  graded 


higher.  Add  this  lustrous  gem  to  your  collec¬ 
tion!  . 1,595.00 

1917-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . $350.00 

1919  MS-63  (NGC) . 119.00 

1919-D  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  pale 

rose  on  the  obverse.  A  fine  die  crack  connects 

Liberty’s  bust  to  the  rim  at  6:00 . 695.00 

1919-D  AU-55 . 99.00 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125.00 


1920-D  MS-65  (NGC) .  Not  often  seen  in  this  high 
grade.  Add  it  to  your  collection  for  ..  1,595.00 
1920-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
deep  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Not  at  all  easy 
to  find  at  this  grade  level.  A  nice  coin  for  the 
Mercury  dime  specialist . 595.00 


Gem  1921  Dime  Rarity 


1921  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  well  struck,  of  excellent  aesthetic  qual¬ 
ity — and  the  lowest  mintage  issue  of  all  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  Mercury  dime  dates.  What  a  great 
combination  of  characteristics,  wrapped  up  in  a 
single  coin!  If  you  have  been  looking  for  a 
centerpiece  to  your  dime  collection,  a  specimen 
you  will  be  proud  to  own  and  exhibit,  your 


search  stops  right  here!  . 4,795.00 

1921  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 740.00 


Superb  Gem  1921-D  Dime! 


1921-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  frosty  gem  specimen  of  the  second  low- 
est-mintage  issue  of  all  regular  Mercury  dimes. 
Not  only  was  the  mintage  the  second  smallest  in 
the  series,  but,  in  addition,  1921  was  a  reces¬ 
sion  year  in  the  economy,  and  relatively  few 
coins  were  saved . 4,650.00 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for  some 
really  great  buys  on  interesting  and  valuable 
reference  books.  There  is  no  substitute  for 
knowledge,  as  they  say. 


Gem  1921-D  Dime 


1921-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men,  brilliant  and  lustrous,  of  this  famous  Mer¬ 


cury  dime  rarity . 4,150.00 


1921-D  MS-62  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Inexpensive  for  only . 1,650.00 

1923- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 875.00 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1924- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 995.00 

1924-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  One  of  the  finest  we  have 

ever  presented . 675.00 

1924-D  AU-55 . 95.00 

1926  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1926  MS-63  FB  (PCGS) . 119.00 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1926- S  EF-45 . 250.00 

1927  MS-64  FB  (NGC) . 115.00 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC)..  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  of 

exceptional  beauty . 575.00 


Readers  of  the  late  lamented  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine,  last  published  in  the  1970s,  will  recall  what  an  impact  this 
monthly  periodical  had  on  the  coin  market  in  its  day,  and  may 
also  recall  that  dealer  Joe  Block  took  a  fancy  to  the  1927-D  dime 
and  from  time  to  time  called  readers’  attention  to  its  unrecog¬ 


nized  rarity. 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1927- D  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant . 115.00 

1928  MS-64  FB  (NGC) . 119.00 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS) . 65.00 

1928- S  MS-65.  Fully  brilliant . 725.00 

1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

lofty  state  of  preservation . 725.00 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  with  deli¬ 
cate  iridescent  toning.  Popular,  low-mint- 

age  date . 995.00 

1931-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Offered  at  a  quarter  of  the 

price  of  an  MS-66  piece!  . 245.00 

1937-D  MS-65  FB . 65.00 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1937-S  MS-65  FB . 115.00 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC) . 475.00 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC) . 295.00 

1939  Proof-64 . 245.00 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1939  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1940  Proof-64 . 219.00 

1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1940  Proof-63 . 189.00 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Consider  adding  this  to  your 
type  set.  Wouldn’t  a  gem  Proof  look  nice?  195.00 

1941  Proof-63 . 189.00 

1941  MS-65  (NGC) . 24.00 

1941-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 24.00 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $22,  or  buy  a  group  of  5 

for . 99.00 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1942/1  Overdate.  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  . 1,895.00 


Relatively  few  Mint  State  specimens  exist,  as  the  variety  was 
not  discovered  until  well  after  the  issue  was  put  into  circula¬ 
tion,  primarily  in  the  New  York  City  area,  where  the  finding  of 


overdate  dimes  created  a  sensation.  Many  found  examples  in 
everyday  change,  and  it  is  said  that  subway  token  sellers  in 
particular  reaped  nice  profits.  Today,  probably  only  1%  to  2% 
of  surviving  1942/1  dimes  are  in  Mint  State. 


1942/1-D  Overdate.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 575.00 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC) . 335.00 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1942  Proof-64  (NGC) . 195.00 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 60.00 

1942  MS-65.  (NGC) . 24.00 

1942  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 22.00 

1942  MS-64 . 17.00 

1942  MS-64  (NGC) . 19.00 

1942-D  MS-65  (NGC) . 24.00 

1942-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 22.00 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16.00 

1943  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 89.00 

1943  MS-65  (NGC) . 24.00 

1943  MS-60.  Brilliant . 9.00 

1943  AU-58 . 6.00 

1943- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1943-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1943-D  MS-64  FSB . 30.00 

1943-D  MS-63  FB . 22.00 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1944  MS-65  (NGC)  . 24.00 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS) . 24.00 

1944  MS-64 . 17.00 

1944  MS-63  $12,  or  buy  a  group  of  10  for 

only . 99.00 


Note:  For  quite  a  few  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  have 
been  offering  specials  on  Mercury  dimes,  and  now  we  are  to  the 
point  at  which  our  inventory  has  been  diminished  to  a  low  level. 
Expect  that  quantity  offerings  such  as  the  above  will  become 


something  of  the  past,  soon. 

1944  MS-60  $8,  or  a  group  of  10  for . 68.00 

1944-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 60.00 

1944-D  MS-64  $17,  or  buy  a  group  of  10  for 

only . 149.00 

1944-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS)  . 22.00 

1944-S  MS-66 . 79.00 

1944-S  MS-65  FB . 35.00 

1944-S  MS-65 . 30.00 

1944-S  MS-64  $17,  or  buy  a  group  of  5  for75.00 

1944-S  MS-63 . 14.00 

1944-S  MS-60 . 10.00 


1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  95%  split  bands;  a  whisper 
away  from  the  full  split  bands  category,  but  at 
a  tiny  fraction  of  the  price!  The  1945  dime  is 
one  of  the  most  curious  pieces  in  the  series,  in 
that  MS-65  coins  with  indistinct  bands  are  very 
common;  indeed,  we  have  handled  them  by  the 
thousands.  However,  those  with  full  split  bands 
are  so  rare  that  we  might  see  one  every  10  years 
or  so!  This  coin  has  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces, 
and  will  be  a  great  addition  to  any  advanced 

set . 975.00 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $12,  or  buy  a  group  of  10  for 

only . 99.00 

1945-D  MS-65  FB . 35.00 

1945-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 32.00 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 30.00 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $17,  or  buy  a  group  of  10 

for . 150.00 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $12,  or  buy  a  group  of  10 

for  only . 99.00 

1945-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1945-S  MS-65,  each  $30,  or  buy  a  group  of  10  for 
260.00 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $17,  or  buy  a  group  of  5 

for . 75.00 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 
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1945-S  MS-63.  Bnlliant . 14.00 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-64 . 17.00 

_ Roosevelt  Dimes _ 

1953-S  MS-63 . 3.00 

Twentv-Cent  Pieces 
_ «-  _ 

1875  VF-25 . 140.00 


Gem  1875-CC  20c 


1875-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck 
example.  A  sparkling,  lustrous  gem.  This  is  one 
of  the  finest  to  pass  through  our  hands  in  recent 
years,  this  specimen  is  sure  to  delight  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 7,250.00 


Prooflike  Gem  1875-S  20C 


1875-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful  coin  with 
mirror  surface  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Pieces  of 
this  quality  are  sometimes  catalogued  as  Proofs, 
so  mirrorlike  are  their  fields.  A  truly  excep¬ 
tional  specimen  for  the  specialist  or  type  set 

collector . 3,995.00 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen  of 

this  popular  issue . 1,895.00 

1875-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 875.00 

1875-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 435.00 

1875-S  VF-20  . 99.00 

1876  Proof-62.  Lilac  and  iridescent  toning 

over  mirror  surfaces.  A  sharp  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen.  Rare  as  a  Proof  and  also  as  a 
date . 1,295.00 


Fun  With  “This  And  That” 

One  of  my  favorite  “collections”  is  snippets 
for  the  “This  and  That”  column.  I  must  have 
been  working  overtime,  or  else  more  things 
than  usual  amused  me,  for  in  this  issue  there  are 
two  pages  of  these  interesting  (?)  items  instead 
of  the  usual  one.  I  also  like  doing  the  Question 
and  Answer  Forum.  At  this  point  I  have  enough 
questions  backed  up  to  do  two  or  three  future 
issues  of  the  Rare  Cow  Review,  but  keep  sending 
your  queries  in.--  Dave  Bowers,  Editor 


Quarter  Dollars 

Quarter  dollars  in  the  following  listing  include 
quite  a  few  rarities,  beginning  with  1804,  one  of 
the  finest  1828  Error  Reverse  coins  known,  out¬ 
standing  Liberty  Seated  and  Barber  issues,  many 
good  buys  among  Standing  Liberty  quarters,  and 
an  offering  of  Washington  pieces. 

_ Draped  Bunt  Quarters _ 

1804  Browning-1.  VG-10 . 1,195.00 


High-Grade  1805  B-3  25c 


1805  B-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Above  average  strike.  Exceptionally  high 
grade  for  this  issue,  for  which  typical  preserva¬ 
tion  is  apt  to  be  Fine  or  VF . 3,450.00 


1806  B-9.  EF-40.  Light  gray  surfaces.  A  pleasing 

specimen  of  the  date  and  variety . 2,150.00 

1807  B-l.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 2,450.00 

1819  B-3  F-15 . 169.00 

1821.  B-3.  EF-40  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 815.00 

1821  B-3.  F-12 . 110.00 


Superb  1828  25/50C  Quarter  Dollar 
One  of  the  finest  known 


1828  B-3. 25/50  error  reverse.  MS-61 

(ANACS  Cache).  A  superb  specimen,  quite  pos¬ 
sibly  the  finest  we  have  ever  handled  of  this  rare 
issue.  Unlike  its  cousin,  the  1822  struck  from 
the  same  error  reverse  die,  the  1828  25/50<t  is 
exceedingly  rare  in  high  grade  levels.  This  coin 
is  a  specialist’s  dream  come  true!  Lustrous  and 
attractive  with  light  toning . 8,950.00 


1828  B-l.  EF-45 


895.00 


1831  B-5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
frosty,  and  sharply  struck.  An  excellent  speci¬ 


men  for  the  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  collec¬ 
tor.  Yet  another  of  the  many  outstanding  coins 

recently  purchased  for  our  stock . 2,895.00 

1831  AU-53  (NGC) . 675.00 


Liberty  Seated  Quartern 


1838  EF-40 . 235.00 

1841-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces 
with  some  gray  toning  around  the  rims.  New 
Orleans  silver  coins  of  this  era  are  difficult  to 
find  in  Mint  State . 1,450.00 

1855  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 265.00 

1856  EF-40 . 65.00 

1861  MS-60 . 299.00 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 1,095.00 

1876  Proof-61 . 385.00 


1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  sugges¬ 
tion  of  light  toning.  Boldly  struck . 1,550.00 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  deeply  frosty 
fields.  Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  silver  in  the 
height  of  Nevada’s  boom  times . 1,550.00 

1877- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 750.00 

1878- CC  MS-60 . 475.00 

1890  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  Nearly  all  lustre 

is  present . 395.00 

1891  Proof-62  (PCGS) . 475.00 

1891  MS-64  (NGC). Brilliant,  frosty  surfaces  with 

a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Last  year  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  design . 1,250.00 


Barber  Quarters 


1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Dazzling,  brilliant  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  The  reverse  would  probably  grade  MS- 

66!  A  delightful  specimen! . 1,995.00 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
first  year  of  the  Barber  design.  Ideal  for  a  type 

set . 850.00 

1892  AU-55  (PCGS) . 155.00 

1892  EF-45 . 85.00 

1 892-0  MS-63 .  Light  gray  toning  over  deeply  frosty 

surfaces . 475.00 

1893  AU-55 . 165.00 

1896  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  cameo  gem 

with  delicate  golden  token.  Only  762  Proofs 
were  minted.  An  aesthetic  treat  for  the  connois¬ 


seur . 1,495.00 

1897-0  VF-30.  Scarce  variety . 235.00 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS) . 465.00 

1900-0  EF-40 . 119.00 


Dazzling  Gem  1901-S  Rarity 


1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  dazzling  brilliant 
gem  specimen  of  the  most  desired  issue  in  the 
entire  Barber  quarter  series.  Rare  and  desirable 
in  all  grades,  the  1901-S  emerges  as  an  out¬ 
standing  rarity  in  MS-65.  This  will  be  the  cen¬ 
terpiece  of  an  advanced  Barber  quarter  dollar 
cabinet.  Equal  to  one  we  saw  offered  at  the 
$75,000  level! . 34,500.00 
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1918/7-S  Overdate.  VG-8  (PCGS). ..  1,495.00 


1918- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1919  AU-50 . 110.00 

1919- S  VF-20 . 215.00 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 265.00 

1920- D  VF-35  (NGC) . 99.00 

1920-S  AU-50.  90%  Full  Head . 195.00 

1920-S  EF-40  (NGC) . 59.00 

1920-S  VF-20  (NGC) . 39.00 

1921  EF-45 . 295.00 

1923  AU-58  (NGC) . 99.00 

1924-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 775.00 

1924-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1924-S  VF-30  (NGC) . 45.00 

1924-S  VF-25  (NGC) . 39.00 

1924-S  VF-20  (NGC) . 35.00 

1926  MS-63 . 189.00 

1926-D  75%  Full  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  nice 

candidate  for  a  type  set . 450.00 


The  mintage  of  1,716,000  is  one  of  the  lowest  of  its  era. 
However,  a  number  of  rolls  of  these  were  saved  at  the  time  of 
issue,  and  today  it  is  more  available  than  the  mintage  figure 
might  otherwise  lead  one  to  believe. 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  350.00 


1926-D  AU-55 . 115.00 

1928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1928- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525.00 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1929- D  MS-63 . 185.00 

1929-D  AU-55 . 79.00 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1930  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  If  you  want  the  finest, 

your  search  stops  here!  . 975.00 

1930  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465.00 


Washington  Quarters 

Building  a  set  of  Washington  quarters?  Make 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters 
for  quality  and  value! 

1932-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  brilliant. 
There  is  a  problem,  however:  We  have  just  one 
coin  in  stock,  and  we  wish  we  had  a  dozen! 
Quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  Rarer  than  the 
lower  mintage  1932-S . 950.00 


Gem  1932-S  Quarter 


1932-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  We  have  a  theory, 
and  it  is  this:  In  MS-65  grade,  and  of  excellent 
aesthetic  appeal,  the  1932-D  and  1932-S  quar¬ 
ters  are  much  more  elusive  than  is  generally 
recognized.  This  coin,  a  highlight  from  the 
nearly  1 ,000  important  coins  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt  bought  at  the 
recent  ANA  convention,  is  a  brilliant,  lustrous 
gem  with  attractive  light  toning.  It  will  be  the 
centerpiece  of  your  collection! . 3,995.00 

1932-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Key,  low-mintage  issue. 
Somewhat  undervalued  today,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion . 745.00 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  toning . 525.00 


1932-S  MS-63 . 525.00 

1932-S  MS-62 . 425.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC) . 425.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 425.00 

1932-S  MS-61  (NGC) . 350.00 

1932-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 159.00 

1934  MS-65  (NGC) . 95.00 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1934  MS-64 . 42.00 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS) . 42.00 

1934  MS-63 . 29.00 

1934  MS-63  (NGC) . 39.00 

1934  AU-58 . 14.00 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS) . 89.00 

1935  MS-63  (NGC)  . 35.00 

1936  MS-65 . 75.00 

1936  MS-65  (NGC) . 75.00 

1936  MS-64 . 32.00 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS) . 32.00 


1936-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  with  some  light 
golden  toning  flecks.  Key  issue  (in  Mint  State) 
among  coins  of  its  era . 540.00 

The  numismatic  community  was  preoccupied  with  the  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  boom,  and  regular  issue  coins  such  as 
the  1936-D  quarter  were  overlooked.  Later,  it  was  discovered 
that  few  specimens  of  the  1936-D  had  been  set  aside,  and  in 
Mint  State  the  issue  became  recognized  as  rare. 


1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 540.00 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  this  grade.450.00 
1936-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 345.00 

1936- S  MS-63 . 65.00 

1937  MS-64 . 42.00 

1937  MS-63 . 29.00 

1937- D  MS-66  (NGC) . 395.00 

1937-D  MS-65  (NGC) . 99.00 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 465.00 


1937-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Low-mintage  issue.  190.00 


1938  Proof-66  (NGC) . 550.00 

1938  MS-64  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1938-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 250.00 

1938-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 140.00 

1938- S  MS-64 . 89.00 

1939  MS-64  (NGC)  . 39.00 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1939- D  MS-66  (NGC) . 235.00 

1939-D  MS-65  (NGC) . 85.00 


1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  We  just  bought  a  sparkling 


little  group.  Buy  one  coin  for . 85.00 

1939- S  MS-66  (NGC) . 275.00 

1940  Proof-62  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1940- D  MS-66  (NGC) . 275.00 

1940-D  MS-64 . 79.00 

1941  MS-66  (NGC) . 65.00 

1942  Proof-65  (NGC) . 115.00 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 115.00 

1942  Proof-634  (PCGS) . 60.00 

1942  Proof-62  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1942  MS-66  (NGC) . 65.00 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1942- S  MS-63 . 79.00 

1943- D  MS-66  (NGC) . 80.00 

1943- S  MS-65  (NGC) . 49.00 

1944- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16.00 

1944-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 70.00 

1949  MS-64 . 26.00 

1950-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 45.00 

1952-S  MS-67  (NGC) . 95.00 

1953  Proof-63 . 22.00 

1953  MS-63 . 6.00 


1954  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 40.00 

1955  Proof-66  (ANACS  Cache) . 40.00 


1956  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1958  MS-66  (PCGS) . 22.00 

1959  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1963  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 


Mint  State  Washington  25<t  Set 
Complete  1932-1964  Washington 
quarter  set.  Average  MS-63  grade.  Contains 
one  of  each  date  and  mintmark.  In  plastic  display 
holders.  Includes,  of  course,  the  scarce  1932- 
D,  1932-S,  and  1936-D,  all  MS-63  or  finer. 
All  are  brilliant  and  attractive.  A  hand-picked  set 


purchased  by  Dave  Bowers . 3,350.00 

1979-S  Proof-65 . 2.00 


Half  Dollars 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 


Attractive  1794  Half  Dollar 


1794  Overton-105.  F-15.  Two  leaves  under 

each  wing.  An  attractive  coin  with  light  gray 
surfaces.  A  few  mint-caused  planchet  marks  are 
not  unusual  for  this  early  date.  First  year  of 
issue  of  the  denomination . 3,250.00 

Interestingly,  nearly  all  1 795-dated  dollars  were  struck  early 
in  the  year,  at  a  time  when  the  larger  silver  dollar  denomination 
was  in  abeyance  due  to  lack  of  a  suitable  press.  Once  a  larger 
press  was  installed,  most  new  silver  deposits  at  the  Mint  were 
converted  to  dollars,  rather  than  half  dollars;  this  accounts  for 
the  rarity  of  half  dollars  dated  1796-97  and  the  paucity  of 
quarter  dollar  coinage  of  the  era. 

1795  0-105.  VG-8.  Flowing  Hair.  A  nice  coin  for  a 

type  set.  Smooth,  even  wear . 635.00 

1795  O-107a.  G-4  (NGC).  Light  gray  toning.  A  nice 
coin  for  the  specialist  or  for  a  type  set.  550.00 

1795  0-119.  F-15.  Flowing  Hair  style  by  Robert 
Scot,  the  first  design  and  second  year  of  the 
denomination . 1,350.00 

1795  0-1 19.  VF-35.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Some  original  mint  lustre  is  seen  in  protected 
areas.  A  superb  specimen  at  this  grade  level; 
ideal  for  the  specialist  and  advanced  collec¬ 
tor . 2,795.00 

_ Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars _ 

1805/4  0-102.  VF-20.  Attractive  light  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  Very  sharp  overdate.  One  of  the  most 
popular  issues  in  the  series.  It  seems  that  every 
time  we  have  one  or  two  in  stock,  we  get  orders 


for  three  or  four! . 995.00 

1806  0-109.  VF-20  (NGC) . 385.00 

1806  O-l  18A.  VF-20.  Pointed  6 . 335.00 


Order  Early! 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  95 


Page  23 


r  re  offer  for  sale  a  beautiful 
specialized  collection  of  Morgan 
silver  dollars  1878-1921,  consisting 
of  brilliant,  lustrous,  hand-picked 
PCGS  and  NGC  coins  selected  for 
their  Premium  Quality.  This  is  one 
of  the  finest  collections  of  Morgan 
dollars  ever  to  be  offered  by  us. 

The  collection  begins  at  the  first 
date  in  the  series,  1878,  and 
continues  to  the  last,  1921,  and 
includes  57  different  varieties  struck 
at  the  Philadelphia,  Carson  City, 
Denver,  New  Orleans,  and  San 
Francisco  mints. 

With  this  single  purchase,  you 
will  have  the  majority  of  pieces 
needed  for  a  complete  collection, 
and  will  have  a  display  that  includes 
some  of  the  finest  coins  available  at 
their  grade  levels.  This  is  a 
collection  you  and  your  family  will 
enjoy  for  years  to  come.  And,  at 
today’s  low  market  prices,  and  with 
Bowers  and  Merena  quality  and  a 
special  discount,  you  have  one  of 
the  best  buys  you’ll  find 
anywhere! 

We  have  just  one  collection 
available.  It  is  described  below,  with 
our  regular  prices  given  in  parenthe¬ 
ses  to  aid  you  in  evaluating  our 
offer.  Of  course,  the  prices  do  not 
take  into  consideration  the  great 
amount  of  time  that  would  be 
necessary  to  put  together  a  set  of 
this  quality.  Furthermore,  you  get  a 
discount  from  these  prices! 


THE 


Special  />  mus 


OF  MORGAN  SILVER  DOLLARS 

'Tyhe  Qdbction  1  contain v  these  superb  ems.- 


1878  7/8  Tail  feathers, 
MS-63  ($155) 

1878  7  Tail  feathers 
MS-63  ($69) 

1878-CC  MS-64  ($295) 

1878- S  MS-64  ($69) 

1879- 0  MS-63  ($239) 

1879- S  MS-65  ($149) 
1880  MS-64  ($160) 

1880- CC  MS-65  ($750) 

1880- S  MS-65  ($149) 

1881- CC  MS-65  ($525) 

1881- 0  MS-64  ($215) 

1882  MS-64  ($95) 

1882- CC  MS-65  ($310) 
1882-0  MS-65  ($1,395) 

1882- S  MS-64  ($63) 

1883  MS-65  ($185) 

1883- CC  MS-65  ($275) 

1883- 0  MS-65  ($159) 

1884  MS-65  ($345) 

1884- CC  MS-65  ($280) 

1884- 0  MS-65  ($149) 

1885- CC  MS-65  ($650) 
1885-0  MS-65  ($149) 
1885-S  MS-64  ($495) 

1887  MS-65  ($149) 
1887-0  MS-64  ($585) 

1887- S  MS-64  ($599) 

1888  MS-63  ($49) 

1888- 0  MS-65  ($875) 


1888- S  MS-63  ($335) 

1889  MS-65  ($585) 

1889- 0  MS-64  ($725) 

1889- S  MS-63  ($250) 

1890  MS-63  ($59) 

1890- 0  MS-64  ($295) 

1891  MS-64  ($650) 

1891- CC  MS-64  ($750) 

1892- CC  MS-63  ($850) 
1893  MS-64  ($1,375) 

1893- CC  MS-63  ($2,695) 

1897  MS-65  ($375) 

1897- S  MS-65  ($515) 

1898  MS-65  ($325) 

1898- 0  MS-65  ($159) 

1899  MS-64  ($205) 

1899- 0  MS-65  ($159) 

1899- S  MS-64  ($539) 

1900  MS-65  ($260) 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65  ($1,850) 
1900-S  MS-64  ($395) 

1902  MS-64  ($165) 

1902-0  MS-65  ($210) 

1902- S  MS-63  ($359) 

1903  MS-65  ($275) 

1903- 0  MS-64  ($235) 

1904- 0  MS-63  ($49) 

1921  MS-64  ($35) 

192 1-D  MS-65  ($465) 

192 1-S  MS-65  ($1,650) 


Telephone  Gail  Watson  or  Beth 


With  this  collection  comes  free  of  charge  a  “silver  dollar  library”  including  these  volumes: 


Piper  to  reserve  it  in  your  name.  Our 
regular  prices  total  $26,376. 

Special  net  for  entire  col¬ 
lection:  $23,625  postpaid. 


•  Q.  David  Bowers’  new  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
autographed  to  you. 

•  John  W.  HighfUl's  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar 
Encyclopedia. 

•  Leroy  Van  Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis'  Comprehensive 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Morgan  and  Peace  Silver  Dollars. 
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1901-S  G-7.  Light  gray  toning.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level  of  the  great  rarity  in  the 


Barber  quarter  series . 1,695.00 

1904  MS-64  (NGC) . 825.00 

1906-0  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 240.00 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS) . 465.00 

1912  AU-55 . 165.00 

19 13-S  F-12  (PCGS) .  The  lowest-mintage  issue  in 
the  Barber  quarter  series;  just  40,000  were 

struck.  Rare  in  all  grades . 1,695.00 

1913-S  VG-8.  Key  rarity . 615.00 


Gem  Proof  1914  Quarter 
Only  380  Minted! 


1914  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Incredibly  low 
mintage  of  only  380  Proofs,  the  smallest  figure 
for  over  half  a  century!  A  superb  gem  with 
gorgeous  lilac  toning . 3,495.00 


1914-S  VF-30 . 235.00 

1915  Proof-63  or  finer.  Beautiful  light  lilac  toning. 
One  of  only  450  Proofs  struck,  the  second 
lowest  mintage  since  the  1850s!  You’ll  find  this 
coin  to  be  an  exceptional  buy!  . 995.00 


1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 
Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 

set . 875.00 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 825.00 

1915  EF-45 . 95.00 

1916-D  Barber.  MS-64  (NGC).  Last  year  of  the 
Barber  design . 875.00 

1916- D  Barber.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 525.00 

_ Standing  Liberty  Quarters _ 

1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH.  (NGC) .  One  of  America’s 

most  beautiful  coin  designs . 1,295.00 

1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS) . 1,295.00 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 475.00 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (NGC) . 475.00 

1917- D  Type  I.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1917-D  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Underpriced,  in 

our  opinion.  This  brilliant,  frosty  gem  is  one  of 
the  nicest  we’ve  ever  had . 1,350.00 


1917-D  Type  II  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Delicate 
golden  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 
Quite  elusive  in  this  high  grade  level,  and,  even 


more  important,  with  such  an  excellent  aes¬ 


thetic  appeal . 2350.00 

1917-S  Type  I  AU-50.  (PCGS) . 199.00 


Notable  1918/7-S  Rarity 


191 8/7-S  AU-50  (PCGS) .  A  brilliant,  frosty 
coin  with  most  original  mint  lustre  still  remain¬ 
ing.  Just  added  to  our  inventory,  this  new 
purchase  is  one  of  the  nicest  specimens  we  have 
ever  offered  at  this  grade  level.  The  1918/7-S  is 
the  consummate  rarity  of  the  Standing  Liberty 
series.  Take  this  one  away  for  only ..  8,795.00 

The  rarity  of  this  issue  in  high  grades  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
it  was  generally  (if  not  completely)  unknown  to  the  numismatic 
community  until  the  late  1930s,  by  which  time  virtually  all  had 
slipped  into  circulation  unnoticed.  Even  then,  the  overdate  was 
not  in  the  mainstream  of  collecting,  and  albums  produced  over 
the  next  several  decades  were  apt  to  omit  the  variety.  In  recent 
times,  the  writings  of  J.H.  Cline  (in  particular),  Walter  H. 
Breen,  and  others,  and  the  existence  of  the  Standing  Liberty 
Quarter  Society  have  served  to  focus  interest  and  attention  on 
the  series  and  this  particular  variety. 

1918/7-S  Overdate.  F-12  (PCGS).  Avery  nice 
specimen  of  this  grade.  This  overdate  is  the  key 
rarity  in  the  series . 1,675.00 


Whenever  a  poll  has  been  taken  of 
beautiful  American  coin  designs,  at  or 
near  the  top  has  always  been  the 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  designed 
by  Adolph  A.  Weinman  in  1916. 

We  have  purchased  a  gorgeous 
group  of  these  halves,  each  certified 
by  PCGS  or  NGC  as  MS-65,  each 
brilliant  and  frosty,  and  each 
among  the  very  finest  we  have 
ever  seen  for  its  grade! 

We  offer  you  two  ways  to 
buy  these  pieces,  each  at  a 
discount  price — and  this 
is  for  hand-picked 
quality!  We  expect 
these  to  go  quickly.  To 
order,  telephone  Gail 
Watson  or  Beth  Piper 
and  reserve  a  set. 

Complete  satisfaction  guaranteed. 


♦  WORLD  WAR  II  COLLECTION,  LIBERTY  WALKING 

SET  #5:  Contains  one  each  of  every  date  and  mintmark  struck 
during  World  War  II,  from  1941  through  1945  inclusive,  each 
a  brilliant,  frosty  MS-65  gem!  These  were  America’s  largest 
coins  during  the  war  (no  silver  dollars  had  been  minted 
since  1935  and  no  gold  coins  since  1933).  If  you  are  a 
history  buff,  this  gem  set  will  be  one  of  the  greatest 
treasures  in  your  collection.  Contains  one  each  of  these 
half  dollars.  Our  regular  prices  are  given  in  parentheses, 
to  enable  you  to  better  evaluate  this  great  offer: 

1941  ($155);  1941-D  ($159);  1941-S,  the  rarest  issue 
in  the  group  ($1,250);  1942  ($155),  1942-D  ($325),  1942-S 
($595);  1943  ($155);  1943-D  ($235);  1943-S  ($510);  1944 
($155);  1944-D  ($165);  1944-S,  the  second  scarcest  issue 
($995);  1945  ($159);  1945-D  ($159);  1945-S  ($230). 

Total:  15  gem  coins  regularly  selling  for  $5,088. 

$4,485  postpaid. 

♦  WE  CAN  ALSO  OFFER  A  JUNIOR  VERSION 

with  all  of  the  above  except  the  1941-S  and  1944-S,  total 
13  gem  coins  regularly  selling  for  $2,843.  Ask  for 
LIBERTY  WALKING  SET  #6,  for  just  $2,495  postpaid. 


Liberty  Walking  50$ 
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The  Great  Mint 
“Robbery” 


by  Donald.  A.  Holt 


T 


he  year  was  1909.  William  H.  Woodin,  a 
wealthy  New  York  industrialist,  stunned 
the  numismatic  world  when  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  he  had  purchased  two 
unique  1877  $50  gold  patterns.  The  price  was  a 
record  $10,000  each  for  the  two  coins.  The  previ¬ 
ous  price  record  for  a  coin  had  been  set  in  1907, 
when  a  Brasher  doubloon  was  purchased  at  $6,200 
in  Henry  Chapman’s  auction  of  the  Matthew  A. 
Stickney  Collection.  The  two  $50  gold  patterns 
were  obtained  by  Woodin  from  Captain  John  W. 
Haseltine  and  Stephen  K.  Nagy,  Phila¬ 
delphia  coin  dealers  who  had  inside 
connections  at  the  Mint. 

When  this  news  became  known 
by  the  public,  it  wasn’t  long  before 
“a  concerned  citizen”  (more  than 
likely  a  jealous  fellow  coin  collec¬ 
tor)  stepped  forward  and  complained 
that  this  transaction  was  disgraceful,  must 
have  been  illegal,  and  that  the  two  $50  gold 
patterns  rightfully  must  be  returned  to  the  Mint 
and  be  retained  as  part  of  the  national  coin  collec¬ 
tion.  After  due  consideration,  U.S.  government 
officials  agreed.  They  instructed  the  director  of  the 
Mint  to  secure  return  of  the  two  patterns  in  Woodin’s 
possession. 

When  he  was  contacted  about  this  matter, 
Woodin’s  reaction  was  predictable.  “The  coins  are 
mine,”  he  said.  “The  purchase  was  legal  and  I  have 
proper  documentation  to  prove  it.  I  don’t  see  any 
refund  being  offered  and  1  have  no  intention  of 
returning  my  coins.”  Well,  maybe  not  those  exact 
words,  but  words  to  that  effect.  Mint  officials  said 
they  were  obligated  to  secure  return  of  the  patterns 
by  any  means  possible,  including  confiscation. 

At  this  point  Edgar  H.  Adams  entered  the  pic¬ 
ture.  Adams  was  a  numismatic  writer,  historian, 
and  researcher  from  New  York,  and  a  friend  of 
Woodin.  Adams  also  knew  almost  everything  about 
numismatics  and  nearly  everyone  connected  with 
the  hobby — dealers,  collectors  and  mint  officials 
alike.  Adams  suggested  to  Woodin  that  he  be 
allowed  to  represent  Woodin  in  the  negotiations. 
Adams  told  Woodin  that  he  may  as  well  concede 
that  the  government  would  take  back  the  two 
unique  coins.  The  challenge  was  to  receive  equal  or 
better  value  in  return.  Woodin  agreed. 

Edgar  Adams  went  to  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia, 
explained  to  the  officials  that  he  represented  Wil¬ 


liam  H.  Woodin,  and  that  they  wished  to  find  a 
mutually  satisfactory  solution  to  the  unfortunate 
problem.  While  there,  Adams  asked  about  all  the 
patterns  the  Mint  had  produced  up  to  that  date.  He 
was  told  that  they  were  stored  in  the  basement,  and 
he  was  accorded  a  tour  of  the  building.  In  the  cellar 
he  saw  patterns  by  the  thousands.  There  were  some 
gold  coins,  more  silver  coins,  but  predominantly 
copper,  nickel,  and  aluminum  coins,  which  had 
only  nominal  metallic  value.  The  Mint  had  written 
off  the  patterns  as  an  expense  of  the  coinage 
operation,  as  Adams  had  known  full  well  for  years. 
That  being  the  case,  Adams  proposed  that  a  trade 
be  made  whereby  the  Mint  would  have  their  two 
precious  gold  patterns  returned  to 
them  by  Woodin,  and  he,  in  turn, 
would  relieve  them  of  all  their  vir¬ 
tually  "worthless”  patterns,  which 
were  taking  up  valuable  storage 
space.  This  was  acceptable  to  the 
director  of  the  Mint,  for  he  was  re¬ 
sponsible  only  to  reacquire  the  two 
unique  1 877  $50  gold  patterns.  At  this  point  it  must 
have  been  extremely  difficult  for  Adams  to  main¬ 
tain  a  poker  face.  Adams  told  the  Mint  officials  he 
would  need  to  inform  Woodin  of  the  proposal,  but 
felt  that  he  would  agree. 

Adams  returned  to  New  York,  advised  Woodin 
of  the  favorable  negotiations,  and  of  course  Woodin 
agreed  to  the  terms.  Adams  then  returned  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  with  the  gold  patterns  in  hand,  and  the 
trade  was  finalized.  He  supervised  the  packing  of 
three  shipping  crates  full  of  patterns.  Prior  to  the 
shipping  cases  being  sealed,  Adams  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  basement  floors  be 
swept  clean  so  no  stray  coins 
were  missed. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  crates  of 
patterns,  Adams  and  Woodin 
catalogued,  inventoried,  and  cat¬ 
egorized  each  and  every  coin. 

According  to  Abe  Kosoff, 

Frederick  C.C.  Boyd  in¬ 
formed  him  that 
Woodin  and  Adams  se¬ 
lected  the  finest  speci¬ 
men  of  each  individual 
pattern  variety  for 
Woodin’s  personal  collec¬ 
tion.  Afterward,  they  looked 


through  the  remaining  coins  and  selected  the  sec¬ 
ond  best  of  each  variety  and  sold  them  to  Waldo  C. 
Newcomer  of  Baltimore.  The  third  pick  of  the 
available  remainder  was  sold  to  H.O.  Granberg  of 
Oshkosh,  Wisconsin.  Fred  Boyd  claimed  that  New¬ 
comer  paid  the  princely  sum  of  $150,000  for  his 
patterns,  and  Granberg  paid  an  amazing  $100,000 
for  his  coins.  Then  Adams  and  Woodin  sold  off  the 
balance  of  coins  through  a  fixed  price  list  prepared 
by  Adams.  Boyd  knew  all  of  this  because  he  was  one 
of  the  major  buyers  of  the  leftovers.  In  1913  Edgar 
Adams  wrote  the  first  book  on  patterns,  entitled 
United  States  Pattern,  Trial  and  Experimental  Pieces. 
He  gave  Woodin  equal  credit  in  authorship,  since 
the  subject  was  Woodin’s  property.  The  Adams  and 
Woodin  book  stood  as  the  standard  reference  on 
patterns  until  1959,  when  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd 
updated  and  revised  the  original  book.  By  the  way, 
our  William  H.  Woodin  is  the  same  Woodin  who 
later  served  in  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt’s  cabinet  as 
secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1933. 

In  order  to  bring  this  translation  to  date  in 
current  monetary  terms,  one  needs  only  to  multi¬ 
ply  the  previous  sales  figures  by  100.  Surely  the 
two  unique  1877  $50  gold  patterns  would  be  worth 
at  least  $1  million  in  today’s  market.  In  applying 
the  same  multiplier  to  the  Newcomer  and  Granberg 
purchases,  I  figure  the  current  equivalent  of  $15 
million  and  $10  million.  Woodin’s  thousands  of 
patterns  sold  via  fixed  price  list  must  have  netted 
him  approximately  $50,000,  which  translates  into 
$5  million.  We  can  only  estimate  the  value  of 
Woodin’s  first  choice  of  each  pattern  variety  for  his 
personal  collection,  but  let’s  give  a  conservative 
guess  of  $200,000,  or  $20  million  in  today’s  money. 
By  my  calculations,  Woodin’s  original  $20,000 
investment  was  converted  into  $500,000  worth  of 
patterns.  Using  current  prices,  the  $2  million  in¬ 
vestment  becomes  an  equivalent  total  value  of  $50 
million!  It  isn’t  difficult  to  see  where  we  derived  the 
title  of  this  story. 

Perhaps  even  more  important  than  the  mon¬ 
etary  aspects  of  this  event  is  the  fact  that  it  created 
the  pattern  market  as  we  know  it  today.  It  is  true 
that  several  collectors  owned  patterns  before 
Woodin:  T.  Harrison  Garrett  of  Baltimore;  Sylvester 
S.  Crosby  of  Boston;  and  Robert  Coulton  Davis,  Dr. 
Edward  Maris,  and  Harold  P.  Newlin,  all  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  to  name  just  a  few.  Of  course,  there  were 
others.  Relatively  few  patterns  were  in  private 
hands.  If  these  were  the  only  patterns  available 
today,  the  prices  would  be  so  astronomical  that 
none  but  the  most  wealthy  collectors  would  be  able 
to  acquire  them.  All  in  all,  this  single  event  was  one 
of  the  most  important  oc¬ 
currences  in  numismatic 
history. 
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The  Woodin  Pattern  Hoard 

An  Alternative  View  by  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 


Having  read  Donald  Holt’s  fascinating  account 
of  the  William  H.  Woodin  hoard  of  pattern  coins, 
I  contribute  a  commentary  herewith,  offering  an¬ 
other  view  of  the  situation,  primarily  based  upon 
conversations  I  have  had  with  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 

According  to  Ford,  who  has  documentation 
supporting  his  scenario,  William  H.  Woodin  is  said 
to  have  reacted  to  the  loss  of  his  1877  $50  gold 
patterns  by  angrily  demanding  compensation  from 
Philadelphia  dealers  John  W.  Haseltine  and  Stephen 
K.  Nagy,  who  were  in  partnership  at  the  time. 
Haseltine  and  Nagy  responded  by  giving  Woodin 
many  hundreds  of  patterns  that  they  had  been  able 
to  acquire  from  their  Mint  contacts  over  the  years, 
thereby  compensating  Woodin  for  his  loss. 

Q.  David  Bowers  contributes  additional  infor¬ 
mation  that  in  the  course  of  handling  certain  of  the 
Woodin  patterns  in  group  lots  (including  a  large 
holding  of  1896-dated  cents  and  nickels  obtained 
from  Robert  K.  Botsford,  of  Nescopeck,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  who  obtained  them  from  Woodin,  who  had 


them  in  his  nearby  Berwick  home),  most  speci¬ 
mens  of  a  given  variety  were  in  similar  grades  and 
with  similar  toning;  often  with  a  grade  or  toning 
different  from  that  seen  in  a  batch  of  another 
variety.  That  is,  a  specific  group  of  a  certain  variety 
of  Standard  Silver  pattern,  for  example,  might 
consist  of  coins  with  uniformly  dark  toning  and 
with  light  handling  marks,  while  a  group  of  1896 
aluminum  5<t  pieces  might  all  be  in  what  we  might 
call  Proof-60  grade  today,  cleaned. 

In  other  words,  if  Haseltine  and  Nagy  ob¬ 
tained  these  patterns  from  the  Mint  over  a  period 
of  time,  the  Mint  must  have  supplied  specific 
varieties  in  batches  of  those  varieties. 

It  is  said  that  the  Adams-Woodin  book  was 
primarily  published  as  part  of  a  marketing  effort 
for  this  vast  treasure  trove  of  patterns 

Andrew  Pollock,  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  staff, 
is  presently  putting  finishing  touches  on  his  master 
work,  a  complete  revision  and  updating  of  the  Adams- 
Woodin  and  Judd  works  on  the  pattern  series. 


MS-64  0-110  1807  Draped  Bust  50C 


1807  0-110.  Draped  Bust  Right.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  A  superb  coin,  fully  frosty  and 
lustrous,  a  show-stopping  gem!  An  exciting 
coin  that  will  certainly  be  a  focal  point  of  the 
finest  collection . 23,500.00 


1807  0-106.  VG-10 . 169.00 

_ Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars _ 

1807  0-112.  Capped  Bust.  50/20  error  on  reverse. 

VF-20 . $250.00 

1807  0-113.  Capped  Bust.  Small  Stars.  VF-20. 

Bruise  on  reverse  rim . 275.00 

1813  VF-25 . 149.00 

1819  0-113.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1820/19  0-102.  EF-40 . 295.00 

1823  0-110.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Sharply  struck,  bril¬ 
liant,  and  frosty.  A  true  beauty! . 995.00 

This  is  an  intermediate  state  between  0-110  and  0-1 10a. 
The  obverse  die  crack  of  0-1 10a  is  present,  but  the  reverse 
cracks  are  not.  The  3  has  not  yet  been  recut  to  form  the  "Ugly” 
3  of  110a.  Thus,  this  is  the  variety  before  she  (it?)  became  ugly, 
the  younger  version! 

1824  O-108A,  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 325.00 


1826  EF-40 . 95.00 

1827  AU-58 . 675.00 

1830  0-122.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant,  with  attractive  light  gold . 285.00 


1831  AU-53 . 285.00 

1832  AU-50 . 250.00 

1832  0-101.  EF-45 . 169.00 

1833  0-102,  Rarity-1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  lustrous  with  attractive  light  natural  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  specimen . 1,850.00 

1833  0-108.  AU-55 . 295.00 

1833  AU-50 . 235.00 


1834  0-108.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-55. 295.00 


1834  0-117.  AU-55  (NGC) . 295.00 

1834  0-116.  AU-50 . 275.00 


1836  0-111.  Lettered  Edge.  Rarity-2.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  gold.  ...  1,850.00 


1836  Lettered  edge.  AU-50 . 275.00 

1836  Lettered  edge.  EF-40 . 89.00 


Breathtaking  Gem  1839-0  50c 


1839-0  Capped  Bust.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
superb  coin,  a  breathtakingly  beautiful  gem!  Lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty,  with  just  a  whisper  of  light 
toning.  We  can  unhesitatingly  say  that  this  coin  is 
one  of  the  very  finest  anywh  're — in  the  top  1%  of 
all  survivors!  Added  to  its  rarity  are  the  appeals  of 
its  having  an  obverse  mintmark  (used  only  on 
1838-0  and  1839-0  among  half  dollars  of  this 
era)  and  its  being  a  member  of  that  short-lived 
two-year  type  with  Capped  Bust  obverse  and 
reverse  reading  HALF  DOL.  If  you  appreciate 
quality,  beauty,  and  rarity,  this  is  it!  .  13,950.00 


1839-0  AU-58  (NGC).  When  Mark  Borckardt 
saw  this  beautiful  1839-0  at  the  recent  ANA 
Convention,  he  couldn’t  resist  buying  it.  You 
see,  there  is  an  interesting  fact  about  half  dol¬ 
lars  of  this  variety:  nearly  all  known  specimens 
are  in  grades  ranging  from  Fine  to  EF.  Anything 
better  than  EF  falls  into  the  rare  category.  This 
particular  1839-0  retains  nearly  all  of  its  origi¬ 
nal  mint  lustre,  is  brilliant,  and  is  very  attrac¬ 
tive . 2795.00 

1839-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  very 
lustrous.  Gorgeous  light  iridescent  toning.  An 
exceptional  specimen  at  this  grade  level;  an¬ 
other  one  of  the  beauties  Mark  Borckardt 
brought  home  from  the  ANA  Convention.  A 
rare  coin  at  the  AU  level . 1,695.00 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1841-0  EF-40 . 160.00 

1842  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
trace  of  golden  toning.  A  nice  example  of  this 
early  Liberty  Seated  issue . 1,150.00 

1843-0  AU-58 . 325.00 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-55 . 295.00 

1847- 0  AU-55 . 340.00 

1848  AU-50  (PCGS) . 475.00 

1 848- 0 MS-61  (PCGS) .  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Rather 

scarce  in  this  grade . 1,095.00 

1848-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1849  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  an  espe¬ 
cially  deep  strike.  One  of  the  finest  to  come  on 
the  market  in  recent  years,  this  coin  is  ideal  for 
the  type  set  collector  or  the  Liberty  Seated 


specialist . 2,450.00 

1849  AU-53 . 425.00 

1849-0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1852-0  AU-55 . 1,395.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40 . 260.00 


1854  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck, 
brilliant,  and  lustrous.  Light  golden  toning.  A 
superb  specimen  of  this  popular  two-year  de¬ 
sign  type  with  arrows  at  date  and  without  rays 


on  reverse . 1,850.00 

1854  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 350.00 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous,  with  some  light  golden  toning.  A  gor¬ 
geous  example  of  this  two-year  type.  2,395.00 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 

lustrous  beauty . 1,850.00 

1855/4  VF-20.  This  overdate  variety  was  discov¬ 
ered  by  us  in  the  1970s  when  we  examined  a 
Proof  coin  carefully . 260.00 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63.  A  lustrous  and  very 

attractive  specimen  of  this  important  design 
type.  The  New  Orleans  issue  of  1855  is  seen 
infrequently  in  this  high  grade . 2,150.00 

1855- S  VG-10.  The  first  San  Francisco  Mint  half 

dollar,  and  one  of  the  rarest  issues  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  series.  Attractive  medium  gray  surfaces. 
Most  of  LIBERTY  is  visible  on  the  shield.  595.00 

1856- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Rare  in  all  grades;  espe¬ 
cially  so  with  traces  of  original  mint  lustre  as 


here  offered . 1,695.00 

1857  MS-60 . 410.00 

1857- S  EF-40.  Rare  issue . 485.00 

1858  MS-62.  Attractive  lilac  surfaces . 825.00 

1858  EF-40 . 95.00 

1858- 0  AU-50 . 199.00 

1858-S  EF-45 . 250.00 
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1859-0  AU-55 . 225.00 

1859- 0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 215.00 

1860- S  EF-40 . 135.00 

1861  AU-50 . 165.00 

1861  EF-40 . 85.00 

1862  VF-20 . 99.00 

1863-S  AU-50 . 275.00 

1866  Motto.  EF-40 . 110.00 


1866-S  No  Motto.  AU-50.  Cleaned.  Much 


original  mint  lustre  still  remains.  A  notable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  significant  rarities  of  the 


Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series . 1,495.00 

1868  VF-20 . 149.00 

1870- CC  F-12.First  year  of  issue  from  the  Carson 
City  Mint.  Rare  in  all  grades.  Mintage:  54,617.  An 
excellent  specimen  at  this  grade  level.  1,395.00 

1871- CC  F-12 . 325.00 

1871- S  AU-53 . 225.00 

1872- S  EF-45 . 250.00 


Gem  1873  Arrows  50<t 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
and  brilliant  gem.  One  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  offered.  As  you  will  undoubtedly  agree,  it 
is  finer  than  some  graded  MS-65 . 4,850.00 


Choice  1873  With  Arrows  50<t 


1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  lustrous  with  an  occasional  touch  of 
light  toning.  Beautiful  from  an  aesthetic  view¬ 
point;  a  hand-selected  piece  that  quality-wise  is 
in  the  top  10%  among  its  peers  at  this  grade 


level . 3,450.00 

1873  Arrows.  EF-40 . 215.00 


Market  View  Update 

Thank  You!  Last  month  as  our  “Market 
View”  we  ran  a  Confidential  Client  Survey  (see 
page  39  Rare  Coin  Review  #94)  in  an  effort  to 
get  to  know  you  and  your  coin  needs  better.  The 
response  is  greatly  appreciated  and  you  may 
notice  several  of  your  suggestions  in  this  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  The  mail  is  still  coming 
in  strong,  so  by  next  month,  I  hope  to  share  the 
highlights  of  the  results  with  you. 

Sincerely, 

Chris  Karstedt 


1873-S  Arrows.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Considerably  scarcer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart.  465.00 
1874  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


Ideal  for  a  type  set . 895.00 

1875  AU-53 . 185.00 

1875  AU-50 . 145.00 

1876  Proof-61.  Lilac  toning.  Quite  attractive  for 

the  grade.  Centennial  year  issue . 595.00 

1876- S  AU-55 . 235.00 

1877- S  AU-55 . 235.00 


1879  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  and  light 
iridescent  toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces. 
One  of  the  nicest  of  the  few  high-grade  business 
strikes  in  existence.  This  will  look  great  in  your 
type  set  or  half  dollar  collection!  Only  4,800 
business  strikes  were  made,  which  ranks  it 
among  the  lowest-production  figures  of  the 

entire  series . 1,995.00 

1886  VG-8.  Very  low  business  strike  mintage  of 
only  5,000  coins.  How  many  can  survive  today? 
Interestingly,  this  coin  is  rarer  in  VG  grade  than 
in  Proof! . 395.00 


Barber  Half  Dollars 


Our  selection  of  Barber  halves  includes  splendid 
Proofs  of  some  of  the  later,  rarer  dates,  as  well  as 
quite  a  few  EF  and  AU  coins.  Literally,  there  is 
something  for  everyone. 


1892  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  First  year  of  issue. 

Brilliant  surfaces  with  light  toning . 495.00 

1892-0  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  An  especially  nice 


specimen. 


995.00 


1892-0  AU-58  With  most  original  mint  lustre  still 
remaining.  Low-mintage  issue;  one  of  the  key 
varieties  in  the  series.  Only  390,000  were  struck. 


Very  scarce  in  this  grade . 675.00 

1892-0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 550.00 

1892-S  EF-45 . 525.00 

1893  AU-50/55 . 395.00 

1893  AU-50 . 350.00 


1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Beautiful  surfaces  with  light 
amber  toning  and  sharp  strike . 675.00 

1894- S  MS-60.  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with 

light  golden  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  lus¬ 
trous . 550.00 

1895- S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 599.00 

1896  AU-55 . 450.00 

1896  EF-45 . 165.00 


1896-S  EF-40.  One  of  the  most  important  issues  in 


the  Barber  half  dollar  series . 395.00 

1898  AU-50 . 325.00 

1899-0  AU-50 . 365.00 

1899- S  AU-50 . 365.00 

1900  EF-45 . 175.00 

1900- 0  EF-45 . 395.00 

1900-S  EF-40 . 225.00 

1901  EF-40 . 145.00 

1902  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  375.00 

1902- S  AU-50 . 435.00 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 295.00 

1904  AU-55 . 435.00 

1905  AU-50.  Low-mintage  issue . 435.00 

1906  AU-50 . 315.00 

1906-D  AU-50.  First  Denver  Mint  issue . 325.00 

1906-0  AU-50 . 325.00 

1906- S  EF-40 . 250.00 

1907- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  995.00 

1907-0  MS-61  (NGC) . 599.00 

1907-0  VF-20 . 89.00 


1907-S/S  Repunched  mintmark.  VF-30. ...  195.00 
1908  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Fully  brilliant  and 
nicely  frosted.  An  excellent  possibility  for  a 


high-grade  set . 895.00 

1908-D  AU-50 . 345.00 

1908-D  AU-58 . 415.00 

1908-0  EF-45 . 195.00 

1911  AU-55 . 375.00 


Gem  Proof  1913  Half  Dollar 


1913  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen  of 
this  highly  desired  date.  The  demand  for  Proofs 
is  increased  by  the  lack  of  availability  of  Mint 


State  business  strikes  of  this  date . 2,450.00 

1913-D  AU-50 . 325.00 

1913-D  VF-30 . 119.00 

1913-D  VF-20 . 75.00 

1913-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Beautiful,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rarity.  First  we  have  offered  in  several 
years!  When  we  were  offered  this  at  the  ANA 

Convention,  we  just  had  to  buy  it! . 1,550.00 

1913-S  VF-30 . 135.00 


Gem  Proof  1914  Half  Dollar 
Mintage:  Just  380 


1914  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  lilac 
toning  over  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  Only 
380  Proofs  were  struck,  the  lowest  Proof  mint¬ 
age  figure  since  the  1850s!  . 2,350.00 


Gem  Proof  1915  Half  Dollar 
Proof-65  (PCGS) 


1915  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent 
and  lilac  toning.  Superb  specimen  of  one  of  the 
rarest,  most  desired  issues  in  the  series.  Only  450 
Proofs  were  struck  (second  lowest  mintage  in 
the  series);  business  strikes  are  rare  as  well.  If 
you  want  one  of  the  finest  Proof  1 9 1 5  half  dollars 
in  existence,  your  search  ends  here. ..  3,650.00 
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1915  AU-55.  The  second  lowest  business  strike 


mintage  in  the  series.  Rare!  . 895.00 

1915-D  AU-50.  Lustrous . 325.00 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

As  more  and  more  discriminating  buyers  make 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  their  headquarters 
for  Premium  Quality  Liberty  Walking  halves,  qual¬ 
ity  coins  become  more  difficult  for  us  to  find !  Check 
our  selection  of  early  dates  and  our  “grid”  offering 
of  later  issues.  Use  this  listing  to  fill  in  your  collec¬ 
tion — or  to  start  one.  If  you  are  a  “fussy”  buyer, 
you’ll  be  delighted  with  the  quality  you  receive! 

1916  AU-58  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1916  AU-55 . 230.00 

1916  AU-50 . 210.00 

1916-D  EF-40.  Mintmark  on  obverse  in  this  year  of 

issue . 145.00 

1916-S  MS-62  (NGC) . 995.00 

1916-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 895.00 

1916- S  Mintmark  on  obverse,  as  are  all  this  year. 

AU-55 . 735.00 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  In  fact,  the 

frost  is  so  deep  that  it  is  almost  three  dimen¬ 
sional!  . 975.00 

1917- D  MS-63.  Obverse  mintmark.  Brilliant  with  a 

few  touches  of  golden  toning . 995.00 

1917- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Obverse  mintmark.850.00 

1918  AU-58 . 350.00 

1918- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and  attractive 

coin . 1,095.00 


1918-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning . 895.00 


1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  fully  bril¬ 
liant,  deeply  lustrous  specimen  cherrypicked 
by  Mark  Borckardt  at  the  ANA  Convention.  We 
have  never  seen  a  nicer  piece  at  this  grade  level. 
Quality  with  a  capital  Q! . 2,950.00 

1919  VF-30  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) .  A  splendid  gem  with  delicate 

gold  toning  around  the  periphery.  The  finest  we 
have  ever  seen  at  this  grade  level . 1,650.00 

1920  MS-63 . 525.00 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  hint  of  natural  toning.  ..  2,795.00 

1929- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 1,095.00 


START  A  COLLECTION  SPECIAL  #  LW- 

1:  Special  discount  offer.  Buy  three  or  more 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  the  1916-1929 
years  and  take  a  5%  discount;  buy  five  or  more 
and  take  a  generous  10%.  Limited  time  offer. 


1934-S  MS-63 . 725.00 

1934-S  MS-60 .  240.00 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen,  bril¬ 

liant  at  the  centers  with  light  golden  toning  at 
the  borders.  Lowest  mintage  of  all  Proof  halves 
1936  to  date;  a  modem  classic!  . 1,750.00 

1936-D  MS-64 . 165.00 

1936- D  MS-63 . 119.00 

1937  MS-64 . 85.00 

1937- D  MS-63 . 235.00 

1937- D  MS-62  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1938- D  MS-63.  Popular  low-mintage  issue.  585.00 

1938- D  EF-40 . 125.00 

1939  Proof-66  (NGC) . 975.00 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 975.00 

1939  MS-63 . 55.00 

1939- S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 165.00 


1941  Proof-66  (PCGS).  No  AW  monogram. 835.00 
1941  Proof-65  (NGC).  No  AW  monogram  (the 
variety  usually  seen;  the  monogram  was  pol¬ 
ished  off  during  the  die  preparation  process; 
these  are  believed  to  have  been  struck  from 

January  through  October  1941) . 550.00 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Variety  with  designer’s  AW 
monogram;  scarce;  said  to  have  been  struck 

only  late  in  the  1941  year.  Brilliant . 495.00 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  No  AW  monogram. 435.00 


1941  MS-65 . 155.00 

1941  MS-64 . 59.00 

1941-S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  This  is  the  key 

issue  of  the  decade  of  the  1940s . 280.00 

1941-S  MS-63 . 150.00 


NOSTALGIA  OFFER 

Liberty  Head  nickels,  minted  for 
circulation  from  1883  to  1912,  are  one 
of  America’s  most  beautiful  series.  We 
have  a  very  nice  holding  of  hand¬ 
picked  PCGS  and  NGC  coins,  selected 
for  Premium  Quality.  Each  coin  is 
brilliant  and  lustrous. 

♦  GEM  LIBERTY  NICKEL 
COLLECTION,  SET  #7:  We 

offer  the  following  collection  of 
brilliant,  gem  coins,  including 
the  first  year  of  issue,  1883 
without  CENTS,  MS- 6 5  (regular 
price  $495),  and  10  different 
later  dates,  MS-64  (regular  price 
$295  to  $299  each),  for  a  total 
value  of  $3,445  or  more,  PLUS 
two  books  described  at  the  right, 
an  additional  $49.90  value.  A  total 
value  of  $3,454.90  or  more,  for 
just  $2,750  postpaid. 


m 


MOVING 

PICTURES 

5* 


rs 


To  order,  call  Gail  Watson  or  Beth 
Piper  and  reserve  a  set.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

The  two  books  you  will  get  will 
evoke  nostalgia  for  the  Liberty  Head 
nickel  era.  They  list  at  $24.95  each,  are 
both  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  are  both 
hardbound,  illustrated,  and  very 
interesting.  The  first,  Adventures  with  Rare 
Coins,  devotes  a  chapter  to  nickels  and 
brings  to  life  the  Liberty  nickel  era — 
with  a  fascinating  insight  into  the 
American  scene  when  a  Liberty  Head 
nickel  was  the  passport  to  all  sorts  of 
pleasures.  The  second  is  Nickelodeon 
Theatres,  a  pictorial  history  of  movie 
theatres  circa  1900-1914,  to  which  a 
Liberty  nickel  furnished  admission. 


Liberty  Nickel  Collection 
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1941- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 129.00 

1942  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 835.00 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 415.00 

1942  MS-63 . 45.00 

1942  AU-50 . 14.00 

1942- D  MS-63 . 79.00 

1942- D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 79.00 

1943  MS-65 . 155.00 

1943  MS-63 . 45.00 

1943- D  3/2.  MS-63 . 295.00 

1943- S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 95.00 

1944  MS-65 . 155.00 

1944  MS-64.  We  offer  sparkling,  lustrous  gems  for, 

each: . 59.00 

1944  MS-63 . 45.00 

1944  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 45.00 

1944- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265.00 

1944-D  MS-64 . 75.00 

1944-D  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 75.00 

1944-D  MS-63 . 55.00 

1944-S  MS-65 . 995.00 

1944- S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 115.00 

1945  MS-65 . 159.00 

1945  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 159.00 

1945  MS-64 . 59.00 

1945  MS-63.  An  exceptional  value  at  today’s  low 

price  of  only . 45.00 

1945- D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 49.00 

1945-S  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 189.00 

1945-S  MS-64 . 59.00 

1945-S  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache) . 42.00 

1945- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 42.00 

1946  MS-65 . 169.00 

1946- D  MS-65 . 159.00 

1946- D  MS-63 . 45.00 

1947- D  MS-65 . 159.00 

1947-D  MS-63 . 49.00 


LIBERTY  WALKING  HALF  DOLLARS 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
PREMIUM  QUALITY! 

1934  to  1947 

In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand- 
selected  by  me,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena 
to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant  or  with 
attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  collectors 
everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their  clients — 
make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquarters  for 
Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU  with 
YOUR  collection. 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$80 

$495 

1934-D 

215 

$425 

1,795 

1934-S 

1,275 

2,995 

1935 

85 

435 

|  1935-D 

450 

1,550 

|~  1936 _ 

55 

175 

1936-0 

119 

165 

460 

Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936-S 

$275 

$735 

1937 

$60 

85 

230 

1937-D 

235 

300 

715 

1937-S 

195 

290 

675 

1938 

110 

145 

1938-D 

1,250 

1939 

55 

75 

1939-D 

75 

175 

1939-S 

145 

295 

1940 

50 

65 

1940-S 

55 

95 

510 

1941 

45 

59 

155 

1941-D 

55 

159 

1941-S 

150 

280 

1,250 

1942 

45 

59 

155 

1942-D 

79 

120 

325 

1942-S 

75 

120 

595 

1943 

45 

59 

155 

1943-D 

90 

115 

235 

1943-S 

69 

95 

510 

1944 

45 

59 

155 

1944-D 

55 

75 

165 

1944-S 

59 

115 

995 

1945 

45 

59 

159 

1945-D 

49 

65 

159 

1945-S 

49 

65 

230 

1946 

45 

59 

169 

1946-D 

45 

59 

159 

1946-S 

49 

65 

169 

1947 

45 

65 

169 

1947-D 

49 

65 

159 

Take  Advantage  of  Our  Special  Discount 
Deal  No.  LW-2!  This  offer  has  been  very  popular. 
Take  advantage  of  it!  Here’s  all  you  do: 

Buy  5  or  more  different  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars  at  the  same  time,  your  choice,  and  take  a  5% 
discount  from  the  total;  buy  10  or  more  different 
and  take  a  7%  discount!  This  is  our  way  of  giving 
you  a  head  start  on  a  set!  Mention  this  Special 
Discount  Deal  LW-2  when  you  telephone  your 
order,  or  write  it  on  your  order  blank  if  you  post 
your  order  by  mail. 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

We  offer  good  buys  in  Uncirculated  and  Proof 
issues.  Check  our  listings.  You  will  be  delighted 
with  our  quality  and  value.  Use  this  listing  to  add 


to  your  set,  or  to  start  one! 

1948  MS-63  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1949-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Key  issue  in  this  grade 

(although  relatively  easily  available  in  lower 

grades) . 995.00 

1949-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1950  MS-65  (NGC) . 125.00 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1950  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 395.00 


1950-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 465.00 

1950-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1950- D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 299.00 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1951- S  MS-64 . 59.00 

1951- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1952  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1952  Proof-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 159.00 

1952  Proof-65  (NGC) . 159.00 

1952  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 159.00 

1952  Proof-64 . 150.00 

1952  Proof-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 150.00 

1952  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 150.00 

1952- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1953  Proof-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 110.00 

1953  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1953  Proof-64 . 95.00 

1953  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1953  MS-65 . 165.00 

1953  MS-64  (PCGS) . 60.00 

1953- D  MS-65  (NGC) . 175.00 

1953- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1954  Proof-65  (NGC) . 75.00 

1954  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1954  Proof-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 69.00 

1954  MS-66  (NGC) . 550.00 

1954  MS-65 . 79.00 

1954  MS-65  (NGC) . 79.00 

1954  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1954  MS-63 . 15.00 

1954- D  MS-65 . 145.00 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC) . 145.00 

1954-S  MS-66(NGC) . 315.00 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 55.00 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1955  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1955  Proof-64.  (PCGS) . 65.00 

1955  Proof-63 . 55.00 

1956  Proof-67  (NGC) . 75.00 

1957  Proof-66  (NGC) . 35.00 

1957  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1957  Proof-64 . 19.00 

1957  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1958  MS-64  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1959  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 25.00 

1959  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 23.00 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1959  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1959-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 219.00 

1959- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 23.00 

1960  Proof-65  (NGC) . 22.00 

1960  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 22.00 

1960  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1960  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1960  MS-63  (PCGS) . 14.00 

1960- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  in  this  high  grade 
(although  common  in  lower  grades)  ...795.00 

1960-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 39.00 

1960- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1961  Proof-65 . 29.00 

1961  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1961  Proof-64 . 19.00 

1961  MS-65  (NGC) . 275.00 

1961  MS-64  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1961- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1962  Proof-67  (NGC) . 59.00 

1962  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 
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Selected  by  Dave  Bowers 


About  the  collections:  Here  is  a  great  way  to 
start  a  beautiful  collection  of  America’s  favorite  series. 
1  will  select  for  you  brilliant,  lustrous  specimens  certi¬ 
fied  by  PCGS  and  NGC,  cherrypicked  for  their  Premium 
Quality.  Dates  and  mintmarks  are  of  my  choice,  and  all 
will  be  different. 

Each  collection  will  give  you  a  running  start  on  a 
Morgan  dollar  collection  which  you  can  add  to  over  a 
period  of  time,  as  your  budget  permits.  The  present 
collection  will  be  a  firm  foundation — a  collection  you 
will  be  proud  to  own,  display,  and  show  to  your  friends. 

Limited  number:  As  each  set  contains  Premium 
Quality  coins,  I  limit  orders  to  no  more  than  one  of  any 
given  set  per  customer.  Further,  I  reserve  the  right  to 
discontinue  any  or  all  of  the  offers.  As  this  goes  to  press, 
I  have  enough  Premium  Quality  coins  on  hand  to  fill 
from  one  to  10  orders  for  each  of  the  sets  described. 

How  to  order:  Call  toll-free  1-800-222-5993  and 
ask  for  Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper.  Give  them  your  credit 
card  (Visa,  MasterCard,  or  Amex)  and  they  will  charge 
10%  of  the  price  now.  Within  the  next  seven  (7)  days, 
I  will  custom  build  your  collection,  and  Gail  or  Beth  will 
then  charge  the  balance  of  90%,  at  which  time  your  set 
will  be  shipped. 

Each  coin  will  be  separately  listed,  itemized,  graded, 
and  priced  on  your  invoice,  at  our  regular  prices.  Then, 
i¥:wi  at  end,  your  special  net  discount  price  will  be  given. 

Advantages:  You  will  be  buying  certified  PCGS  and 
NGC  coins,  hand-picked  by  me  for  their  Premium 
Quality,  and  will  be  buying  them  at  a  discount! 

Guarantee  of  Satisfaction: 

•p:;*  Each  collection  is  guaranteed  to  contain 
giggi  coins  of  Premium  Quality,  pieces  that  are 
among  the  finest  of  their  date,  variety,  and 
grade.  Each  coin  will  be  brilliant  or  lightly  and 
attractively  toned.  The  selection  of  coins  in  the 
set  is  guaranteed  to  please  you.  The  price 
and  value  of  the  collection  is  guaran¬ 
teed  to  fully  meet  your  expectations  or 
to  exceed  them.  In  other  words,  we  guarantee 
that  you  will  be  pleased! 


Take  Your  Pick  of  These  Superb  Sets: 


'Dave  Bowers'  Morgan  Dollar 
Collection  No.  1 :  For  the  quality¬ 
conscious  collector  on  a  budget,  this  is 
a  nice  starter  collection  containing  MS- 
63  coins,  one  of  my  favorite  grades  as 
it  offers  a  combination  of  high  grade 
and  reasonable  price.  These  are  coins 
that  are  very  close  to  MS-64,  but  in 
many  instances  are  just  a  small  fraction 
of  the  price.  Your  collection  will  in¬ 
clude,  among  other  coins,  popular 
Carson  City  dollars  such  as  1878-CC, 
1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC;  a 
selection  of  San  Francisco  Mint  dollars 
of  the  1870s  and  1880s;  several  New 
Orleans  Mint  coins  of  the 
early  years  as  well  as  the 
last  issue,  1904-0;  and 
others,  all  coins  being 
from  the  early  1878-1904 
years,  plus,  for  good  mea¬ 
sure,  a  common  1921. 

The  total  list  price  of  this 
set  will  be  over  $1,000. 

Your  net  price  is  just 
$895  postpaid. 


contains  a  number  of  truly  scarce  pieces, 
and  costs  into  four  figures.  If  a  relative 
or  close  friend  told  me  that  money  was 
no  object,  but  he  wanted  excellent  value 
for  the  price  paid,  and  also  wanted  high 
grades,  this  is  the  collection  I  would 
pick.  Included  will  be  the  following 
coins,  among  others:  Several  different 
varieties  of  1878,  including  7/8  tail 
feathers;  Carson  City  coins  including 
1878-CC,  1880-CC,  1881-CC,  1882-CC, 
1883-CC,  1884-CC,  and  1885-CC;  a 
nice  selection  of  New  Orleans  coins 
including  the  famous  1898-0, 1903-0, 
and  1904-0;  a  run  of  Philadelphia  Mint 
coins;  1878-S,  1879-S,  1880- 
S,  1881-S,  1882-S,  the  scarce 
1887-S,  and  others;  and  all 
three  P-D-S  issues  of  1921. 
This  is  a  large,  beautiful  set  of 
first-rank  importance.  The  list 
price  of  this  set  will  be  over 
$10,000.  Your  net  price  is  just 
$8,975  postpaid. 


Dave  Bowers'  Mor¬ 
gan  Dollar  Collection 

No.  2:  This  set  will  con¬ 
tain  MS-63  coins  as  preceding,  but  will 
have  more  pieces,  including  additional 
scarce  varieties.  The  total  list  price  of 
this  set  will  be  over  $3,000.  Your  net 
price  is  just  $2,695  postpaid. 

Dave  Bowers'  Morgan  Dollar  Col¬ 
lection  No.  3:  This  is  my  favorite 
collection.  Consisting  of  MS-64  coins, 
this  set  has  pieces  which  are  very  close 
to  MS-65,  but  which  in  most  instances 
are  much  less  in  price,  often  a  fraction 
of  the  MS-65  listings!  This  is  a  starter 
set,  but  is  hardly  for  the  beginner,  as  it 


Q.  D avid  Bowers  will 
personally  hand-se¬ 
lect  your  Collection. 


•  Dave  Bowers'  Morgan 
Dollar  Collection  No.  4: 

This  is  an  expanded  collec¬ 
tion  of  MS-64  coins,  a  grander 
version  of  Collection  No.  3 — 
with  more  varieties,  more  scarce  items ! 
The  list  price  of  this  set  will  be  over 
$20,000.  Your  net  price  is  just 
$17,925  postpaid. 

Dave  Bowers'  Morgan  Dollar  Col¬ 
lection  No.  5:  This  collection  consists 
of  MS-65  coins,  hand-picked  PCGS  and 
NGC  coins,  many  varieties  from  the 
1878-1904  early  years  of  the  series,  a 
great  start  on  a  creme  de  la  creme  collec¬ 
tion.  The  list  price  of  this  set  will  be 
over  $25,000.  Your  net  price  is  just 
$22,495  postpaid. 


If,  for  any  reason  whatsoever,  you  are  not 
100%  DELIGHTED  with  the  collection  I 
sendyou,  it  can  be  returned  within  30  days  for 
an  instant  refund — no  explanation  necessary! 


For  Immediate  Service,  Please  CallToIl-F ree. . . 

I  -800-222-5993 
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1962  Proof  65 . 25.00 

1962  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1962  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1962- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1963  Proof-65 . 25.00 

1963  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1963  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS) . 22.00 

1963- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 22.00 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 22.00 


SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  OFFER:  Buy  10  or  more 
different  dates  and  mintmarks  of  Franklin  half 
dollars  at  the  same  time,  and  you  can  have  a  5% 
discount  on  your  purchase.  Mention  “Franklin  Half 
Dollar  Discount  Offer”  when  you  order.  This  is  our 
way  of  helping  you  get  started  on  your  collection! 


Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof . 16.00 

Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars!  We  offer  a  wonderful  selection  of 
coins  of  this  denomination,  from  early  issues 
through  the  Peace  series.  Along  the  way  are  many 
prime  rarities  and  other  notable  pieces. 


Flowing  Hair  Dollars 


1795  Dollar  Struck  over  1794! 
Believed  to  be  unique! 


1795  Bolender-4,  Bowers-Borckardt- 
14.  Flowing  Hair  silver  dollar  plainly 
struck  over  a  1794  dollar!  EF-40.  Be¬ 
lieved  to  be  unique.  Plainly  struck  over  a 
1794  dollar,  with  the  distinguishing  features 
boldly  visible !  We  owned  this  coin  years  ago,  in 
the  early  1960s,  and  now  own  it  again.  A  classic 
rarity  in  the  series,  a  coin  that  will  be  the 
centerpiece  of  your  collection . 31,900.00 

1795  BB-18.  Flowing  Hair.  F-12.  Light  gray 
toning.  Virtually  a  definitive  coin  for  the  grade; 
attractive  in  every  respect . 1,095.00 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 

1797  B-3,  BB-71.  Stars  10x6,  Large  Letters. 

F-15.  Light  gray  surfaces.  An  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date . 1,095.00 

1798  BB-122.  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  VF-30.  Me¬ 
dium  gray  surfaces . 875.00 


1798  BB-125.  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  AU- 

50.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  Brilliant  surfaces. 
Sharply  defined,  well  struck,  and  quite  lus¬ 
trous.  Mark  Borckardt  saw  this  at  the  ANA 
Convention,  thought  the  price  was  right  and 
the  coin  was  beautiful,  and  bought  it.  You’ll  like 
it,  too!  Of  course,  as  with  any  purchase  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  your  satisfaction 
is  guaranteed . 3350.00 

1799  B-23,  BB-159.  8x5  stars.  VF-35  (ANACS 

Cache) . 1,295.00 

1799  BB-166.  VF-35.  Medium  gray  and  lilac  sur¬ 

faces.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  the  date, 
variety,  and  grade . 895.00 

1800  BB-187.  VF-20.  Gray  toned  surfaces.  725.00 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

We  offer  a  beautiful  selection  of  Liberty  Seated 
dollars,  including  such  rarities  as  1858  and  Carson 
City  coins,  as  well  as  many  regular  issues.  This  is  a 
truly  fascinating  series  to  collect!  At  the  ANA 
Convention  we  bought  a  partial  set  of  these  pieces, 
including  a  number  of  the  scarcer  dates  (1845, 
1848,  1850,  and  others)  in  circulated  grades. 

1840  First  year  of  issue.  VG-10 . 195.00 

1841  AU-50.  An  attractive  specimen  with  vestiges 

of  original  mint  lustre . 550.00 


Important  MS-63  1842  $1 


1842  MS-63  (PCGS)..  Attractive  lightly 
toned  gray  surfaces.  Readily  available,  indeed 
common  in  lower  grades,  but  very  rare  in  Mint 
State.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  This 
date  is  a  major  rarity  MS-63  . 3,995.00 


1842  AU-50 . 525.00 

1843  AU-50 . 525.00 

1845  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some  original 

mint  lustre  still  remaining;  an  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  low-mintage  date . 625.00 

1846  EF-40 . 325.00 


Mint  State  1846-0  $1  Rarity 


1846-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  mint  lustre  that  is  virtually  three- 
dimensional!  One  of  the  very  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence,  this  piece  is  from  a  famous  specialized 
collection  and  represents  the  finest  the  owner 
could  locate  in  nine  years  of  searching.  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  rare,  and  beautiful!  19,000.00 


1847  F-12 . 160.00 


Rare  Mint  State  1848  $1 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  gold  over  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  Especially  nice.  Often  a  span  of 
years  will  elapse  between  our  offerings  of  an 
1848  of  this  quality.  1848  is  very  important  due 
to  the  low  mintage  of  just  15,000  coins,  one  of 
the  smallest  in  the  series . 6,500.00 


1848  AU-50  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  with 
light  lilac  and  gold  toning  at  the  centers  chang¬ 
ing  to  electric  blue  at  the  borders.  Indeed,  the 
coin  has  an  aesthetic  appeal  sometimes  not 


seen  in  Mint  State  coins!  . 1,495.00 

1848  VF-20 . 565.00 

1849  AU-55.  Medium  gray . 750.00 


Prooflike  1850  $1  Rarity 


1850  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  and  with  a  prooflike 
surface  (characteristic  of  the  issue) .  A  rare  date 
in  superb  condition . 3,450.00 
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1850  EF-40.  Gray  toned  surfaces. 


1,095.00 


1855  Seated  Liberty  Dollar 


1855  AU-55  (PCGS). Brilliant,  with  a 
prooflike  surface  (characteristic  of  the  issue).  A 
rare  date  in  superb  condition . 5,995.00 


1856  EF-40.  Very  rare,  and  somewhat  under- 
appreciated  (in  our  opinion) . 875.00 


Famous  1858  Proof  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  Attractive 
light  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen 
of  this  famous  rarity.  The  1858  stands  alone  as 
the  single  Philadelphia  Mint  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  struck  only  in  Proof  finish;  no  examples 
were  ever  made  for  circulation.  Add  it  to  your 
collection  for  only . 15,500.00 


Telephone 
Your  Order! 


See  something  of  interest?  Call  now 
toll-free  1-800-222-5993 


to  reserve  your  order  or  to  charge  it 
to  your  Visa,  MasterCard  or 
American  Express  account 
(in  NH:  603-569-5095). 


1859  AU-50.  Light  gray  and  iridescent  toning. 
Rarer  than  its  O-Mint  counterpart. ...  1,595.00 

1859- S  EF-40  (PCGS) .  Light  gray  toning.  A  pleas¬ 

ing  specimen  of  the  first  San  Francisco  Mint 
Liberty  Seated  dollar . 1,695.00 

1860- 0  MS-52  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  hint  of  attractive  toning  around  the 
periphery.  Very  pleasing . 1,895.00 


Glittering  Gem  Proof  1864  Dollar 
Proof-64  (PCGS) 


1864  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  dates 
in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series.  Deep  mirror 
Proof  surfaces  are  very  delicately  toned.  Wor¬ 
thy  of  the  finest  collection . 6,350.00 

1864  EF-45.  Attractive  light  gray  surfaces.  From 

the  date  set  recently  purchased  by  Mark 
Borckardt;  first  time  offered.  Rare  low-mintage 
date.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 775.00 

1865  VF-20.  Seldom  seen  in  any  grade.  Rare  Civil 

War  issue.  Should  sell  instantly  for . 350.00 

1867  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  High-grade  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  are  very  elusive . 1,350.00 

1869  AU-55  (NGC) .  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  some¬ 
what  prooflike  surfaces . 1,495.00 

1869  AU-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre.  Light  gray 
with  a  tinge  of  iridescence.  Scarce  date.  895.00 

1870  EF-40 . 345.00 

1870-CC  VF-20  (PCGS) . 765.00 

1871  Proof-61.  Gunmetal-blue . 1,495.00 

1872  Date  high  in  field.  AU-55.  Light  gray  and 

delicate  golden  toning.  Beautiful! . 695.00 


Incredible  Mint  State  1872-CC  $1 


1872-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Prooflike  ob¬ 
verse  almost  resembling  a  full  Proof.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  semiprooflike.  Brilliant  and  sparkling. 
At  this  level  it  is  one  of  the  very  finest  known  to 
exist.  Specialists  who  see  this  one  will  be  im¬ 
pressed!  An  incredible  coin  worthy  of  the  finest 
Liberty  Seated  dollar  collection . 29,000.00 


1872-S  F-15.  Brilliant  from  having  been  cleaned. 
Check  it  out;  satisfaction  guaranteed,  as  you 
know . 375.00 


Landmark  1873-CC  Dollar! 
AU-55  (PCGS) 


1873-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  somewhat  prooflike.  Well  struck.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  the  rarest  of  all  CC 
dollars,  and  one  of  the  finest  known  (no  MS 
coins  have  ever  been  certified,  to  our  knowl¬ 
edge,  although  we  have  seen  two).  The  1873- 
CC  is  a  famous  rarity  in  VF  or  EF  grade.  In  AU, 
it  is  nearly  “impossible.” . 34,500.00 


Liberty  Seated  Related  Items 

1846  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  VG. Published  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  each  issue  is  multiple  pages  and  is  full 
of  interesting  news  and  advertising.  Masthead 
illustrated  with  a  line  cut  illustration  of  the 
starry  reverse  of  an  1 836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar, 
the  most  prominent  item  on  the  front  page. 
Ideal  for  framing!  One  copy  available!  ..80.00 
1860  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Good.  Some  staining. 
Front-page  illustration  of  Liberty  Seated  ob¬ 


verse  design . 25.00 

1863  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Fine.  Front-page  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  illustration  as  preceding . 39.00 

1864  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Fine . 39.00 


Morgan  Dollars 

Morgan  dollars  are  the  most  popular  series  in 
American  numismatics.  If  you  are  a  Morgan  dollar 
specialist,  or  want  to  become  one,  make  us  your 
headquarters  for  quality  and  value.  Try  us,  and 
you’ll  come  back  again  and  again! 

At  the  recent  ANA  Convention  we  probably  bought 
more  Morgan  dollars  than  any  other  specialty,  and 
they  are  listed  below  (or,  if  they  are  MS-63,  MS-64, 
or  MS-65  and  are  certified  by  PCGS  or  NGC,  in  the 
“grid”  listings  that  follow  the  individual  listings). 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63, 

prooflike  (PCGS) . 475.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(NGC) . 250.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 250.00 

1878-CC  MS-63 . 145.00 

1878-S  MS-64 . 69.00 

Early  San  Francisco  set:  1878-S  to  1884-S 
Seven-piece  Morgan  dollar  set  representing  the 
first  seven  dates  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  In 
custom  imprinted  plastic  display  holder  1878- 
S  through  1882-S  pieces  average  MS-62;  1883- 
S  and  1884-S  are  AU-50-AU-53.  Ask  for  “Early 
San  Francisco  Morgan  Dollar  Set.” . 549.00 
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1879  MS-64,  prooflike  (NGC).  . 350.00 

1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC  (Capped 
Die).  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  attractive  specimen  of  the  rarest  Carson  City 
issue  of  the  1878-1885  date  range. ..  1,850.00 

1879-CC  Perfect  CC.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 


liant . 1,795.00 

1879-0  MS-61  (PCGS) . 79.00 


1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
The  first  MS-65  we  have  had  in  quite  some  time. 
About  five  times  or  so  rarer  than  the  regular- 
style  reverse  (Reverse  of  79)  of  the  year.  This 
variety  seems  to  be  increasing  in  popularity,  if 
sales  are  an  indication . 1,795.00 

The  Reverse  of  1878  has  the  top  arrow  feather  parallel  to  the 
shaft,  while  the  reverse  of  1879  has  the  top  arrow  feather 
slanted. 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Just 
added  to  our  stock.  The  last  three  of  these  we 
had  sold  instantly.  If  you  missed  them,  try  this 


beauty . 535.00 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS). 265.00 

1880-0  MS-63 . 510.00 

1880- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1881  MS-63 . 49.00 

1881- CC  MS-65 . 525.00 

1881-S  MS-65,  prooflike . 195.00 

1881-S  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 149.00 

1881- S  MS-64.  Take  one  away — a  sparkling 

beauty — for . 59.00 

1882- CC  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,495.00 

1882-CC  MS-63 . 89.00 

1882-CC  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 89.00 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499.00 

1882- S  MS-64 . 59.00 

1883- CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1883-CC  Popular  CC  issue.  MS-64 . 109.00 

1883-CC  MS-63.  At  today’s  price  you  can’t  afford  to 

be  without  one! . 79.00 

1883-CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1883- 0  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 159.00 

RARE  PAIR  of  S-Mint  dollars,  1883-S  and  1884-S, 

each  AU-50,  in  custom  plastic  holder  with  gold 

imprint . 385.00 

1884  MS-63  DMPL . 235.00 

1884  MS-62 . 29.00 

1884  MS-60 . 19.00 

1884- CC  MS-65 . 280.00 

1884-CC  MS-63 . 79.00 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1884-0  MS-64 . 59.00 

1884-S  AU-55 . 375.00 

1884- S  AU-50 . 275.00 

1885  MS-65 . 159.00 

1885  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 159.00 

1885- 0  MS-63 . 49.00 

1885-0  MS-62 . 29.00 

1885-0  MS-61 . 22.00 

1885-S  MS-64.  A  beautiful,  sharply  struck  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  dollar . 495.00 

1885- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1886  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  A  brilliant  gem  from 

a  small  group  recently  acquired . 149.00 

1886- 0  MS-62  (NGC) . 565.00 

1886-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  major  rarity  among 

Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollars. ...  1,950.00 

1887  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 149.00 

1887  MS-63 . 49.00 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,950.00 


1887/6-0  MS-63.  Beautiful  light  golden  toning 


over  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces.  Splendid.  One  of 


the  rarest  varieties  in  the  series . 2,150.00 

1887- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1888- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 210.00 

1888-S  MS-61 . 135.00 

1890  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 420.00 

1890  MS-63 . 59.00 

1890-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous!  . 895.00 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 360.00 

1890- 0  MS-63 . 89.00 

1891  MS-62 . 95.00 

1891  MS-62  (NGC) . 95.00 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1891  MS-61  (NGC) . 65.00 

1891- CC  MS-63.  Becoming  hard  for  us  to  find  at 

this  grade  level . 335.00 

1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 239.00 

1891-0  MS-62  (PCGS) . 159.00 

1891- S  MS-64 . 275.00 

1892  MS-64.  One  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint 

issues  of  the  era . 625.00 

1892  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 350.00 

1892- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Quite  scarce . 625.00 


1892- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  original 
mint  lustre  remains.  Popular  rarity.  .2,950.00 

1893- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

One  of  the  rarest  Carson  City  dollars  to  find; 
second  only  to  the  1889-CC . 1,995.00 


EF-45  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and 
golden  surfaces.  Some  vestiges  of  original  mint 
lustre  can  still  be  seen  in  protected  areas.  An 
outstanding  specimen  at  this  grade  level  of  the 
most  desired  of  all  Morgan  dollar  mintmark 
varieties.  Still  another  of  the  nearly  1,000  memo¬ 
rable  coins  we  purchased  at  the  ANA  Conven¬ 
tion . 4,250.00 


1894  MS-61 .  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous.  Scarce  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  issue . 895.00 

1894- S  MS-60.  [5  . 395.00 

1895- 0  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) .  A  very  attractive 

specimen  of  one  of  the  most  important  of  all 
Morgan  dollars . 1,295.00 

1895-0  AU-50  (NGC) . 850.00 

1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck,  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  thoroughly  splendid  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level.  Recently  purchased  by 
Mark  Borckardt,  this  should  be  one  of  the  first 
items  sold  from  the  present  listing.  We  like  it, 
and  you’ll  like  it,  too! . 1,995.00 

1895- S  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 419.00 

1896  MS-63 . 49.00 

1896- 0  AU-50 . 110.00 

1 897- 0  MS-62.  This  is  a  difficult  variety  to  obtain 

in  Mint  State . 1,595.00 


1897- 0  AU-50 . 95.00 

1898- 0  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 159.00 

1898-0  MS-65,  prooflike  (PCGS) . 345.00 

1898- 0  MS-64  DMPL  (ANACS  Cache) . 235.00 

1899- S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 539.00 

1899- S  MS-63 . 335.00 

1900  MS-65 . 260.00 

1900  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 215.00 

1900- O/CC  MS-63  One  of  the  most  interesting 

varieties  in  the  series.  Brilliant . 395.00 

1900-O/CC  MS-62.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320.00 

1900- S  MS-63 . 235.00 

1901  AU-53 . 325.00 

1901- 0  MS-65 . 239.00 

1901-0  MS-64  Prooflike . 99.00 

1901-0  MS-64 . '.59.00 

1901-0  MS-63  Prooflike . 49.00 

1901-0  MS-63 . 49.00 

1901- 0  MS-62 . 29.00 

1902- S  MS-64 . 625.00 

1903  MS-62  (PCGS) . 43.00 

1903- S  EF-40 . 210.00 

1904  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  coin 

with  light  lilac,  gray,  and  iridescent  toning. 
Scarce  date . 1,895.00 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1904  MS-61  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1904- 0  MS-64 . 59.00 


MORGAN  SILVER  DOLLARS 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
PREMIUM  QUALITY! 

1878  to  1921 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of 
Morgan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Included  are  many  new  purchases  fresh  from  the 
ANA  Convention  and  from  a  major  buying  trip! 

Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant  or 
attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand-picked 
by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you  want  the 
finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for  the  price 
paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you  build  a 
collection  of  award-winning  quality. 


Morgan  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

$95 

$265 

1878  7/8  TF 

155 

575 

1878  7  TF 

69 

265 

$1,395 

1878-CC 

145 

295 

1,650 

1878-S 

49 

69 

325 

1879 

49 

145 

1879-CC 

4,250 

1879-0 

239 

625 

1879-S 

49 

63 

140 

1880 

49 

160 

1880-CC 

219 

365 

750 

1880-S 

49 

63 

149 

1881 

49 

155 

1881-CC 

225 

310 

525 

1881-0 

49 

215 

2,950 

1881-S 

49 

63 

149 
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Morgan  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1882 

$49 

$95 

$675 

1882-CC 

89 

135 

310 

1882-0 

145 

1,395 

1882-S 

63 

149 

1883 

49 

185 

1883-CC 

79 

109 

275 

1883-0 

49 

63 

159 

1883-S 

3,895 

1884 

75 

345 

1884-CC 

79 

109 

280 

1884-0 

49 

63 

149 

1885 

49 

63 

1885-CC 

275 

345 

650 

1885-0 

49 

63 

149 

1885-S 

245 

495 

1886 

49 

149 

1886-0 

1,750 

1886-S 

33 

56 

50 

1887 

49 

63 

149 

1887-0 

159 

585 

1887-S 

260 

599 

1888 

49 

63 

1888-0 

49 

85 

875 

1888-S 

335 

685 

1889 

49 

70 

585 

1889-0 

725 

1889-S 

250 

495 

1890 

59 

420 

4,250 

1890-CC 

480 

895 

5,350 

1890-0 

89 

295 

1890-S 

75 

225 

1891 

650 

1891-CC 

335 

750 

2,850 

1891-0 

850 

1891-S 

85 

1,350 

1892 

625 

1892-CC 

825 

1892-0 

259 

560 

1893 

1,375 

1893-CC 

2,695 

1893-0 

15,900 

1894-0 

3,295 

1894-S 

850 

4,195 

1896 

260 

1897 

49 

75 

375 

1897-S 

65 

15 

515 

1898 

63 

325 

1898-0 

49 

63 

159 

1899 

205 

1,350 

1899-0 

49 

63 

159 

1899-S 

325 

539 

1,450 

1900 

69 

260 

1900-0 

49 

63 

159 

1900-0/  CC 

395 

695 

1,850 

Morgan  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1900-S 

$235 

$395 

$2,250 

1901-0 

63 

1901-S 

435 

775 

1902 

165 

795 

1902-0 

69 

210 

1902-S 

359 

625 

1903 

89 

275 

1903-0 

235 

450 

1904-0 

49 

63 

149 

1921  Morgan 

25 

35 

235 

1921-D 

89 

465 

1921-S 

175 

1,650 

Special  DISCOUNT  Deal! 

Buy  5  or  more  different  Morgan  silver  dollars 
from  this  listing,  varieties  of  your  choice,  and  take 
a  5%  discount  from  the  total;  buy  10  or  more 
different  and  take  a  7%  discount;  buy  20  or  more 
different  and  take  an  8%  discount! 

This  is  our  way  to  give  you  a  running  start  on  a 
specialized  collection! 

Peace  Dollars 

Use  this  listing  to  start  a  collection  of  Peace 
dollars,  or  add  to  your  present  set.  We  offer  Pre¬ 
mium  Quality  and  an  excellent  value  for  your 
money.  At  the  recent  ANA  Convention  we  bought 
quite  a  few  Peace  dollars — not  as  many  as  we 
would  have  liked,  however,  for  nice  pieces  are 
really  hard  to  find! 

Individual  coins  are  listed  below,  while  pieces 
grading  in  the  specific  categories  of  MS-63,  MS-64, 
and  MS-65  and  certified  by  PCGS  or  NGC  are 
separately  listed  in  the  “grid”  to  follow. 


1921  Peace.  MS-64 . 550.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-63 . 345.00 

1921  Peace  MS-62  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-61  (NGC) . 149.00 

1921  Peace.  AU-50 . 85.00 

1922  MS-62 . 19.00 

1922-D  MS-63 . 49.00 

1922- D  MS-62(PCGS) . 35.00 

1923  MS-63 . 29.00 

1923- S  MS-63 . 79.00 

1925- S  MS-63 . 159.00 

1926  MS-65 . 625.00 

1926- D  MS-64 . 249.00 

1926- S  MS-64 . 275.00 

1927  MS-63 . 145.00 

1927  MS-62  (NGC) . 79.00 

1927- D  Special  Purchase:  Our  special  offering 
of  these  is  going  quickly  If  you  haven’t  yet 
ordered  one,  you  may  want  to  do  so  now! 

1927-D  MS-63 . 340.00 


1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  real  value,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion,  as  these  MS-62  coins  are  just  a  whisper 
away  from  MS-63,  but  are  only  about  half  the 
price!  As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  just  a  few  left! 

Limit:  one  per  client . 235.00 

1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful.  Just  a 
few  remain!  Limit:  one  per  client  for  ..  195.00 


Gem  1927-S  Peace  Dollar 


1927-S  MS-65.  A  sparkling,  brilliant  gem. 
One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled! 
Very  hard  to  find  in  this  high  grade.  6,250.00 


1928  MS-63 . 325.00 

1928  MS-62  (NGC) . 195.00 

1934  MS-64 . 340.00 

1934  MS-62  (PCGS) . 115.00 

1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Seemingly  harder  to  find 

in  this  grade  than  in  MS-64!  . 1,895.00 

1934-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Most  original  mint  lustre 
still  remains . 575.00 

1935  MS-61  (PCGS) . 55.00 


PEACE  DOLLARS 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
PREMIUM  QUALITY! 

1921  to  1935 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  If  you  are 
particular  about  quality  and  value,  your  search 
stops  here! 


Peace  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$345 

$550 

$1,750 

1922 

29 

59 

1922-D 

49 

85 

750 

1922-S 

65 

1923 

29 

59 

219 

1923-D 

265 

1923-S 

495 

1924 

29 

395 

1925 

235 

1925-S 

159 

625 

1926 

45 

85 

625 

1926-D 

130 

950 

1926-S 

75 

275 

2,650 

1927 

145 

395 

4,750 

1927-D 

340 

650 

1927-S 

765 

1928 

645 

3,250 

1928-S 

395 

1934 

150 

340 

1934-D 

625 

3,295 

1934-S 

2,595 

3,650 

6,350 

1935 

95 

335 

1,095 

1935-S 

335 

1,350 
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Did  You  Know? 

A  diverse  and  varied  compendium 
of  unusual  numismatic  curiosa! 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


OF  ALL  MORGAN  DOLLARS,  the 

1895-0  is  one  of  the  greatest  rarities  in 
Mint  State,  even  possibly  the  rarest  of  all 
issues.  So  far  as  can  be  determined,  this 
is  one  date  that  did  not  emerge 
during  the  great  T reasury  release 
of  1962.  Relatively  little  fame 
adheres  to  the  1895-0,  however, 
simply  because  so  few  have  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  market  that  they 
have  not  been  publicized. 

>  CERTAIN  MINT 
STATE  AND  PROOF  Indian 
cents  are  cheaper  today  than  they 
were  20  or  more  years  ago!  Talk 
about  opportunities! 

>  THE  RAREST  COM¬ 
MEMORATIVE  half  dollar,  from 
a  production  viewpoint,  is  the 
1935-D  Boone  with  small  “1934” 
on  the  reverse.  Just  2,003  were  minted!  However, 
in  terms  of  Mint  State  pieces  surviving  today,  the 
1922  Grant  With  Star  (mintage:  4,256)  is  rarer, 
simply  because  more  of  the  latter  coins  have  been 
lost,  strayed,  stolen,  and  mishandled. 

>  PROBABLY  NO  MORE  THAN  2,500 
1955  DOUBLED  DIE  CENTS  exist.  Of  this  quan¬ 
tity,  not  more  than  one  in  a  hundred  would  merit 
the  MS-65  red  grade  category  today. 

>►  AL  OVERTON’S  COLLECTION  of 
Capped  Bust  half  dollars  was  recently  sold  en  bloc 
by  Sheridan  Downey.  The  centerpiece  of  the  set 
was  his  1817/4,  of  which  possibly  just  five  are 
known  to  exist.  It  has  been  a  number  of  years  since 
one  of  these  has  come  our  way,  that  being  the  coin 
we  sold  into  the  Hinman  Collection  (Century  Col¬ 
lection)  in  the  early  1960s. 

>  NEARLY  ALL  KNOWN  1799  LARGE 
CENTS  are  in  worn  grades.  In  fact,  probably  no 
truly  Mint  State  coin  exists  today.  It  has  been 
theorized  that  they  were  struck  in  especially  soft 
copper,  which  caused  them  to  wear  quickly.  Still, 
you  would  think  that  of  the  hundreds  that  exist,  a 
few  would  show  mint  lustre. 

>  LIBERTY  HEAD  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
COINS  are  enjoying  a  new  wave  of  popularity, 
stimulated  by  all  of  the  action  in  our  Miller  Collec¬ 
tion  sale  (1992)  and  our  more  recent  Stetson 
University  sale  (May  1993).  Despite  recent  record 


prices,  there  are  some  great  rarities  still  to  be  found 
for  reasonable  prices  among  these  issues.  Besides, 
there’s  something  impressive  about  collecting  large 
gold  coins  by  date  and  mintmark.  Curiously,  of 


these  three  denominations,  $20  coins  are  the  most 
popular.  Exactly  why  this  is,  we  don’t  know. 

>-  IN  YOUR  OPINION,  what  is  the  most 
beautiful  commemorative  half  dollar  design?  A 
few  years  ago  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative 
Coins  took  a  poll,  and  the  1926-1939  Oregon  Trail 
was  the  winner.  Which  is  the  ugliest?  No  poll  has 
been  taken,  but  the  reverses  of  the  1951-1954 
Carver-Washington,  1925  Lexington-Concord,  and 
1920  Maine  are  contenders,  as  is  the  obverse  of  the 
1923-S  Monroe.  One  of  the  most  interesting  de¬ 
signs  is  the  complex  1936  Norfolk  motif,  the  in¬ 
scriptions  on  which  include  five  different  dates. 
There  is  so  much  lettering  that  the  field  portions 
are  well-protected  from  mishandling.  For  this  rea¬ 
son,  nearly  all  Norfolk  halves  known  today  grade 
MS-63  or  better! 

>-  TRULY  AMAZING  are  certain  varieties  of 
1857  Flying  Eagle  cents  struck  from  dies  showing 
clash  marks  from  Liberty  Seated  25<t  and  50<t 
coins,  and  even  a  Liberty  Head  $20!  Your  editor 
was  not  familiar  with  these  until  he  encountered 
them  in  the  Bill  Fivaz-J.T.  Stanton  book,  The 
Cherrypicker’s  Guide,  and,  after  that,  read  more 
about  them  in  Rick  Snow’s  new  book  on  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cents.  Here  are  three  varieties  we 
would  like  to  learn  more  about.  We’ve  only  seen 
one  in  the  flesh,  a  Mint  State  1857  with  Liberty 
Seated  50<t  clash  marks  catalogued  as  part  of  our 


current  Tower  Hill  Collection  sale.  We  don’t  com¬ 
pletely  buy  Walter  Breen’s  “Midnight  Minters’ 
theory,  as  quoted  in  Snow’s  excellent  book,  and 
wonder  if  anyone  has  any  other  ideas. 

>•  NEARLY  ALL  1807  Draped  Bust  dimes, 
quarters,  and  half  dollars  are  lightly  struck,  espe¬ 
cially  around  the  borders.  The  culprit  was  probably 
die  spacing. 

►  TWO  OF  THE  MOST  VALUABLE  U.S. 

coins  are  counterstamped,  namely  the  Dexter  1804 
Proof  silver  dollar,  sold  by  Rarcoa  for  $990,000  at 
the  height  of  the  market  a  few  years  back,  which 
has  a  “D”  counterstamped  on  the  reverse;  and  the 
1787  Brasher  doubloon  with  “EB”  counterstamped 
on  the  eagle’s  wing,  Mint  State,  which  we  sold  for 
$725,000  in  our  Garrett  Collection  sale.  ' 

►  TO  KNOW  COINS  IS  TO  LOVE  THEM, 
and  in  the  course  of  researching  United  States 
trade  dollars  1873-1885  we  came  to  realize — not 
that  we  were  completely  unaware  of  it  earlier — 
that  here  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  of  all  U.S. 
series  to  collect.  With  the  exception  of  the  1 884  and 
1885  rarities  at  the  tail  end  of  the  series,  all  are 
readily  collectible,  although  some,  such  as  the  low- 
mintage  Proof-only  Philadelphia  dates  1878-1883 

and  the  1878-CC,  are  on  the  rare 
side.  If  you’ve  ordered  the  new 
book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  and  have 
the  time  to  read  the  trade  dollar 
section  and  would  like  to  com¬ 
ment  upon  what  you  read,  feel 
free  to  drop  us  a  note  with  your 
thoughts. 

►  SOME  SPECTACULAR 
MINT  ERRORS  will  be  coming 
up  in  our  November  sale,  to  be 
held  in  New  York  City.  We  saw  a 
whole  bunch  of  different  dates  of 
off-center  Liberty  nickels  and 
Mercury  dimes,  for  example.  This  reminds  us  to  say 
that  if  you  are  not  getting  our  auction  catalogues, 
you  are  missing  part  of  the  “big  picture.”  The 
subscription  rate  is  just  $79  for  ALL  of  the  periodi¬ 
cals  we  issue  for  the  next  12  months.  A  good  buy? 
You  bet!  Furthermore,  our  past  auction  catalogues, 
Rare  Coin  Review  issues,  and  other  printed  material 
have  the  highest  collector  interest  and  overall 
resale  value  of  any  dealer’s  catalogues  issued  since 
1950.  Further,  our  publications — including  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  and  Rare  Coin  Reviews — have  won 
more  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  awards  than  have 
those  of  all  of  our  competitors  combined.  We  don’t 
want  to  toot  our  own  horn  more  than  is  necessary 
to  get  you  to  subscribe! 

►  THE  RAREST  COPIES  of  A  Guide  Book  of 
U.S.  Coins  are  the  3rd  and  5th  editions,  which, 
apparently,  are  about  tied  in  this  respect.  We  were 
unaware  of  this  until  we  read  it  in  a  recent  Money 
Tree  catalogue. 


Don’t  Miss  the  Book  Section! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for  some 
really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and  valuable 
reference  books.  The  same  30-day  guarantee  of 
satisfaction  you  get  with  coins  applies  to  our 
books  as  well! 
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Trade  Dollars 

Trade  dollars  are  increasing  in  popularity,  and  it 
is  hard  to  keep  nice  pieces  in  stock.  This  listing  has 
many  interesting  pieces,  including  new  purchases 
from  the  ANA  Convention. 


Gem  1873  Trade  Dollar 


1873  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  First  year  of  this  denomination. ...  4,750.00 


Exceptional  1873  Trade  $1 


1873  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful.  First  order  owns  it  for . 6,250.00 


1873  MS-62  (PCGS) .  When  we  saw  this  little  gem 
(and  we  will  call  it  a  gem  even  though  it  is 
certified  only  as  MS-62)  we  fell  in  love  with  it — 
satiny  and  brilliant,  with  light  iridescent  toning 
on  the  reverse . 1,495.00 


Notable  1873-S  Trade  Dollar 


1873-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
gray  and  golden  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  handled  of  this,  the  first  trade  dollar 
issue.  Only  a  few  Mint  State  coins  of  this  caliber 
exist.  A  prize  for  the  connoisseur . 5,750.00 


1 8  73-S  MS-6 1  (ANACS  Cache) .  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  a  suggestion  of  light  gold  on  obverse.  MS 
coins  are  rare  as  most  1 873-S  trade  dollars  were 
shipped  to  China . 1,295.00 


1873- S  AU-50.  Light  gray  and  iridescent  surfaces. 

Beautiful! . 445.00 

1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Elusive  and  underval¬ 
ued;  second  rarest  (after  1873)  Proof  trade 
dollar  of  the  1873-1883  era  in  terms  of  avail¬ 
ability  on  the  market.  A  classic . 2,675.00 

1874  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Scarcer  than  generally 
realized . 2,250.00 

1874- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Avery  attractive  specimen 

of  this  early  San  Francisco  issue.  Add  it  to  your 
collection  for . 1,750.00 

1874-S  MS-61 . 795.00 

1874-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1874- S  AU-55.  Most  original  lustre  present.  325.00 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  MS-61/62.  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Very  attractive . 1,295.00 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC)  Brilliant,  frosty 
surfaces . 1,195.00 

1875-CC  Type  I/II.  EF-45 . 275.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  Nice  for  a  type  set . 1,450.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  super  coin 
with  the  “deepest”  frost  you’ll  ever  see  on  a 
trade  dollar!  A  brilliant  and  beautiful  ex¬ 
ample!  . 1,450.00 

1875- S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  golden  toning . 1,095.00 

1876  Type  I/I  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty . 695.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  AU-50.  Gray  surfaces . 325.00 

1876- CC  Type  I/II.  AU-55 . 1,395.00 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 

very  attractive . 3,395.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 

lustrous  specimen . 3,395.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Light  toning  over  frosty 
and  lustrous  surfaces.  Very  appealing.  825.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 

frosty,  beautiful!  . 825.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  light  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  the 

variety  and  grade . 330.00 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61 . 635.00 

1876-S  Type  II/II  MS-64 


1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-64  (PCGS).This  type 


combination  is  approximately  three  times 
scarcer  than  the  Type  I/I  variety.  This  example, 
like  nearly  all  other  1876-S  Type  11/II’s,  shows 
a  clear  repunched  6  in  the  date,  sometimes 

erroneously  called  an  overdate . 4,995.00 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  trade 

dollar.  Ideal  for  your  type  set . 1,695.00 

1877  EF-45 . 175.00 

1877-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
and  lustrous.  A  coin  which  surpasses  in  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  some  trade  dollars  we’ve  seen 
graded  MS-63.  This  came  to  us  in  a  group  of 
pieces  at  the  ANA  Convention,  and  is  one  of  the 
nicest  trade  dollars  we  bought . 2,550.00 

Prooflike  Gem  1877-S  Trade  $1 


1877-S  MS-64  (NGC).  With  nearly  full  prooflike 

surfaces,  rare  for  a  trade  dollar! . 3,495.00 

1877-S  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 1,850.00 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1,850.00 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  frosty  coin. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,850.00 

1877-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ...750.00 
1877-S  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  the 
majority  of  original  mint  lustre  intact  .315.00 
1877-S  EF-45 . 185.00 


1878  Proof-64.  Rare  and  desirable.  First  of  the 

Proof-only  issues . 3,450.00 

1878  Proof-64  (NGC) . 3,450.00 

1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lilac  toning.  A  very 

pleasing  specimen . 2,495.00 

1878-CC  VF-30  (PCGS).  This  is  the  classic  rarity 
among  mintmark  varieties  of  trade  dollars. 
Another  of  the  many  nice  trade  dollars  we  have 

recently  added  to  our  inventory . 895.00 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,950.00 

1 878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning. This 
is  the  last  year  of  business  strike  trade  dollar 

mintage . 1,195.00 

1878-S  EF-45 . 165.00 

1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  gunmetal- 
blue  and  gray  toning  over  mirror  Proof  sur¬ 
faces.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  attractive  light 
golden  toning  around  the  borders. ...  1,995.00 
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1879  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mirror  sur¬ 
faces  with  just  a  whisper  of  toning  on  the 

peripheries . 1,795.00 

1879  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
attractive  light  golden  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
ders . 1,495.00 

1879  Proof-61  (PCGS).  An  interesting  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  a  nice  specimen  of  this  Proof- 
only  date . 1,495.00 


1880  Proof-64  (NGC) .  A  superb  coin  with  splashes 
of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden  mirror 
surfaces.  This  is  a  popular  Proof-only  trade 

dollar  date . 3,450.00 

1880  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen  with 

attractive  light  toning . 3,450.00 

1880  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  trade  dol¬ 
lar,  with  delicate  iridescent  toning  at  the 
borders . 1,895.00 


Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 

1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac 
and  iridescence  over  mirror  surfaces.  You’ll 
never  find  a  more  beautiful  example  of  this 
popular  low-mintage  date . 6,750.00 

1882  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Beautiful  lilac  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  A  superb  specimen.  .2,195.00 


Popular  Carson  City 
Morgan  Dollars 


SPECIAL  OFFERS 

There’s  no  doubt  about  it:  Morgan 
silver  dollars  made  at  the  Carson  City 
Mint  during  the  1 9  th  century  are  the 
most  popular  of  all  coins  in  the 
Morgan  series.  We  have  recendy 
purchased  several  hundred  Carson  City 
dollars,  and  there’s  no  better  way  to 
share  our  excitement  than  by  making 
several  special  offers! 

Here  are  some  dandy  special  sets 
of  popular  Carson  City  dollars,  each 
with  interesting  coins.  Every  coin  is 
PCGS  or  NGC,  hand-picked  for 
Premium  Quality,  and  sharply  struck. 
The  prices  in  parentheses  give  our 
regular  prices  for  these  Premium 
Quality  coins,  to  aid  you  in  evaluating 
our  offers.  You  get  a  nice  discount  on 
the  total  package! 

To  order,  telephone  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  and  reserve  a  set.  Complete 
satisfaction  guaranteed. 


♦  CC  MORGAN  SPECIAL  SET  #8: 

Carson  City  Morgan  Dollar  Set:  Con¬ 
tains  one  each  of  MS-64  1 878-CC 
($295),  1882-CC  ($135),  1883-CC 
($109),  and  1884-CC  ($109).  Total 
list  price:  $648.  $599  postpaid. 

♦  CC  MORGAN  SPECIAL  SET  #9: 
Complete  collection  of  Carson  City 
Morgan  dollars,  MS-64,  from  the 
early  range,  1878  through  1885. 
Contains  one  each  of  1 878-CC  ($295), 
1 879-CC  rarity,  perfect  mintmark 
($4,250),  1880-CC  ($365),  1881-CC 
($310),  1882-CC  ($135),  1883-CC 
($109),  1884-CC  ($109),  and  1885- 
CC  ($345).  Just  one  set  available  as 
we  go  to  press.  Total  list  price: 

$5,9 1  8.  $5,500  postpaid. 

♦  CC  MORGAN  SPECIAL  SET  #10: 
Complete  collection  of  Carson  City 
Morgan  dollars,  MS-64,  from  the  early 
range  of  the  series,  1878  through 
1885,  except  1 879-CC.  Contains  one 
each  of  1 878-CC  ($295),  1880-CC 
($365),  1881-CC  ($310),  1882-CC 
($135),  1883-CC  ($109), 

1884-CC  ($109),  and  1885- 
CC  ($345).  Total  list  price: 

$  1 ,668.  $  1 ,500  postpaid. 

♦  CC  MORGAN  SPECIAL 
SET  #11:  This  group 
contains  one  each  of  the 
following  different 
varieties  of  Car-son  City 
dollars  in  MS-65  grade, 
again  certified  by  PCGS 


and  NGC,  and  hand-picked  by  Dave 
Bowers  for  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  superb  coins,  this  is  for  you! 
Contains:  1880-CC  MS-65  ($750); 
1881-CC  ($525);  1882-CC  MS-65 
($310);  1883-CC  MS-65  ($275); 
1884-CC  MS-65  ($280);  and  1885- 
CC  MS-65  ($650).  Total  list  price: 
$2,790.  $2,500  postpaid. 

♦  CC  MORGAN  SPECIAL  SET  #12: 
This  group  contains  one  each  of  the 
following  different  varieties  of  Carson 
City  dollars  in  MS-65,  again  certified 
by  PCGS  and  NGC,  and  hand-picked 
by  Dave  Bowers  for  Premium  Quality. 
If  you  want  superb  coins,  this  is  for 
you!  Contains:  1 878-CC  MS-65 
($1,650);  1880-CC  MS-65  ($750); 
1881-CC  ($525);  1882-CC  MS-65 
($310);  1883-CC  MS-65  ($275); 
1884-CC  MS-65  ($280);  1885-CC 
MS-65  ($650);  1890-CC  MS-65 
($5,350);  and  1891-CC  MS-65 
($2,850).  Total  list  price:  $12,640. 

$  1  1 ,500  postpaid. 


A  The  branch  mint  at  Carson  City,  Nevada 
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United  States  Gold 

Coins  for  Sale 


One-Dollar  Gold 


1929  AU-58  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  issue  of  this 
denomination . 215.00 


Our  selection  includes  rarities  as  well  as  popular 
“type”  coins.  Take  your  pick  of  these.  You  will  like 
our  quality  and  value. 

1853  AU-55 . 199.00 

1855  Type  II.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 
very  sharply  struck,  the  latter  characteristic  be¬ 
ing  unusual . 735.00 


1887  Gem  Proof-64  Gold  Dollar 


1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  superb,  splen¬ 
did  gem  coin.  One  of  the  finest  in  existence  of 
this  late  date.  QUALITY,  this  is  it!  ....5,795.00 


Quarter  Eagles 

1834  Classic  Head.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  yel¬ 
low  gold.  A  little  cameo  beauty!  Important  as 
the  first  year  of  issue  of  William  Kneass’  Classic 
Head  type,  which  was  used  only  through  1839. 
Most  extant  1834  quarter  eagles  are  in  signifi- 
candy  lower  grades.  Another  of  our  cherrypicked 

coins  from  the  ANA  Convention . 2,795.00 

1834  Classic  Head.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  frosty . 1,095.00 

1838  MS-60  (PCGS) . 2,975.00 

1846-D  AU-50.  Sharply  struck.  The  surfaces  are 
somewhat  prooflike.  A  very  appealing  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  issue . 2,695.00 

1846-D  VF-25.  Scarce  Dahlonega  issue.  ...795.00 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS) . 675.00 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,275.00 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  cameo-like,  brilliant 

gem . 2,195.00 

191 1-D  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Some  mint  lustre 

still  remains.  Mintmark  clear . 1,650.00 

191 1-D  AU-53  (PCGS) . 1,350.00 

1914-D  MS-61  (PCGS) . 625.00 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS)  .Not  easy  to  find  in  this  high 

grade.  Very  lustrous  and  frosty . 2,950.00 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  We  just  acquired  a  small 
group  of  these,  probably  kept  together  since  the 

time  of  issue . 475.00 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty.  2,650.00 

Interestingly,  in  the  late  1920s,  although  quarter  eagles  were 
still  being  struck,  they  sold  at  a  small  premium  at  banks. 


Three-Dollar  Gold 

1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
frosty  coin . 1,250.00 

The  1854  $3  issue  is  unusual  inasmuch  as  the  word  DOL¬ 
LARS  on  the  reverse  is  in  much  smaller  letters  than  used  later 
in  the  series  1855-1889.  Some  have  considered  the  1854  to  be 
a  separate  design  type. 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  Sharply  struck,  too!  An  ideal  coin  for  a 

gold  type  set . 2,995.00 

1878  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  this 

popular  issue . 1,050.00 


1834  Plain  4.  Classic  Head.  EF-40  (PCGS).  595.00 


1842-C  Large  Date  VF-30 . 975.00 

Notable  1859-D  $5 


1859-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  sharp  and  attractive 
specimen  struck  in  light  yellow  gold.  Still  an¬ 
other  one  of  our  buys  at  the  recent  ANA  Con¬ 
vention.  Small  mintage  of  10,366  pieces.  At¬ 
tractive,  popular,  rare! . 2,950.00 


hbhi 

MastwCarcf) 

Telephone  Your  Order! 

See  something  of  interest? 

Call  now  toll-free  1-800-222-5993 
to  reserve  your  order  or  to  charge  it  to 
your  Visa,  MasterCard  or 
American  Express  account 
(in  NH:  603-569-5095). 


1861-C  $5  Rarity 


1861-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  Struck  in  light 
yellow  gold.  A  superb  specimen  of  the  final 
issue  of  the  Charlotte  Mint,  and  a  variety  that  is 
very  rare  in  all  grades.  Just  6,879  were  struck. 
The  present  1 86 1  -C  is  very  sharply  struck,  quite 
attractive,  and  is  one  of  our  outstanding  pur¬ 
chases  from  the  recent  ANA  Convention  in 
Baltimore . 4,450.00 

The  elusive  quality  of  this  variety  came  home  to  us  a  few 
years  ago  when  we  received  a  call  from  Coin  World,  stating  that 
they  were  doing  a  feature  article  on  the  Charlotte  Mint,  and 
were  seeking  a  photograph  of  an  1861-C,  but  couldn’t  find  one 
anywhere.  We  made  a  copy  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  picture, 
which  they  used. 


1868-S  VF-35 . 995.00 

1868-S  VF-30  (PCI) . 795.00 


Splendid  Gem  1879  $5 


1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  According  to  the 
PCGS  Population  Report  of  July  1993,  only  eight 
coins  have  been  graded  MS-64  with  only  two 
higher . 4,650.00 


1884  AU-50 . 250.00 


Toll-Free  Number  for  Orders! 

1-800-322-5993 

We  have  a  toll-free  number  for  states  out¬ 
side  of  New  Hampshire.  This  is  connected  with 
our  Direct  Sales  Department  only  (not  with  our 
Research  Department,  Auction  Department,  etc.) 
and  is  for  orders  from  this  Rare  Coin  Review  (for 
other  business,  or  if  you  live  in  New  Hampshire, 
use  our  regular  number:  603-569-5095). 
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How  I  Designed  the  1992 
Olympic  Commemorative 

by  John  R.  Deecken 


When  I  sat  down  to  design  the  1992  Olympic 
commemorative  coin,  I  had  a  few  simple  criteria  in 
mind: 

>•  The  best  possible  baseball  image  would  be 
necessary. 

Baseball  was,  for  the  first  time,  a  medal  sport 
in  1992.  I  love  baseball;  any  one  of  the  judges 
considering  history  and  marketing  would  no  doubt 
be  looking  for  a  baseball  design,  I  thought. 

>•  I  wanted  a  widely-spaced  LIBERTY,  just 
slightly  tighter  than  that  on  the  Walking  Liberty 
half  dollar,  and  I  wanted  the  image  to  fit  into — 
rather  than  smother — the  letters. 

This  spacing,  for  me,  was  important.  Notice  on 
the  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  how  the  distance 
between  “T”  and  “Y”  are  equal 
to  the  distance  between  “Y” 
and  the  heel  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  foot.  On  my  final 
design,  notice  how  the  “L” 
of  LIBERTY  isequal  in 
distance  from 
“I”  as  it  is  to 


the  pitcher’s 
rubber  (just  be¬ 
hind  the  foot). 

>•  The  date  had  to  be  promi¬ 
nent  and  straight  across  hori¬ 
zontally  (the  proper  numis¬ 
matic  term  eludes  me  here). 

The  date  is  unusual  in  that 
its  type  is  larger  than  all  the  other 
type  on  the  coin.  Perhaps  it  is  the 
largest  date  to  ever  appear  on  a 
U.S.  coin. 

>■  “In  God  We  Trust”  I 
decided  should  be  bro¬ 
ken  after  “We.” 

This  decision 
was  based  on  the 
fact  that  most 
every  coin  the 
U.S.  made 
has  the 


standard  break  after  “God.”  I  wanted  these  letters 
to  be  nice  and  slender. 

>  The  Olympic  logo  had  to  counter-balance  the 
motto,  so  it  goes  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  motif. 

Now,  concerning  the  final  design: 

Yes,  Nolan  Ryan  was  an  inspiration  for  the 
design.  I  made  alternative  designs  of  a  batter  and 
other  pitchers.  There  is  another  sketch  based  on 
Ryan,  as  well  as  Whitey  Ford  and  Catfish  Hunter. 
For  me,  it  was  not  a  question  of  who  is  on  the  coin 
as  it  is  what  stage  of  the  pitcher’s  delivery  should  be 
depicted.  As  one  can  see  from  these  sketches,  as 
well  as  other  photos  from  any  source,  good  power 
pitchers  look  similar  at  the  point  of  wind-up,  with 
which  I  was  concerned.  I  guess  in  my  ignorance,  I 
assumed  that  anything  tying  together  the  two 
hobbies  of  card  collecting  and  coin  collecting  was 
at  least  timely. 

At  the  unveiling  of  the  coin  designs,  I  could  see 
the  minor  change  of  a  slightly  smaller  logo, 
with  the  addition  of  appropriate  serifs  on 
“USA,”  as  well  as  a  button  on  the  jersey. 
When  ex-Olympic  marathon  runner  Frank 
Shorter  said  to  me,  “That  looks  like  Nolan 
Ryan,”  1  knew  that  other  sports  enthusiasts 
would  recognize  him  also.  So  a  few  adjust¬ 
ments  had  to  be  made  to  steer  clear  of 
this,  if  possible.  Obviously  a  controversy 
would  erupt  if  it  was  said  that  a  living 
person,  or  even  just  a  recognizable 
one,  was  “depicted  on  the  coin”  (No 
older  and  deceased  pitcher  could 
have  served  as  a  model,  because 
quality  action  photography  is 
rare). 

The  work  on  the  plaster 
model  began  immediately, 
so  a  revised  sketch  was  re¬ 
quired.  For  this  I,  myself, 
served  as  the  model. 
Wearing  the  appro¬ 
priate  USA  team 
cap,  I  sketched 
myself  with  a 
little  grimace, 
which  shows 
up  in 


the  finished  coin  (my  mother  would  have  been 
very  delighted  to  see  her  son’s  dimple  on  a  silver 
dollar,  but,  after  struggling  with  a 
long  illness,  she  suc¬ 
cumbed  just  two 
months  before  I 


was  informed  that  I  had  won  the  design  contest). 
The  finger  sticking  out  of  the  glove  was  removed, 
as  was  the  “split-finger”  fastball  grip  on  the  ball. 
The  athlete  now  has  a  standard  grip.  A  pitcher’s 
rubber  was  also  added  just  behind  the  right  foot 
(some  people  at  the  Mint  thought  that  he  was  a 
second-baseman  or  shortstop).  And,  finally,  a 
large  “USA”  was  added  to  the  front  of  the  jersey. 

Chester  Martin  was  great  to  work  with  on  the 
plaster  model.  I  assisted  him  on  two  separate 
occasions.  He  allowed  me  to  sculpt  the  pitcher’s 
rubber,  much  of  the  glove,  the  throwing  hand,  the 
wrinkles  of  the  shoes — a  real  delight! 

I  hope  I  was  able  to  shed  some  light  on  the 
matter  of  the  Olympic  baseball  commemorative. 

A  life-long  illustrator  and  designer,  John  R. 
Deecken  produces  illustrations  and  graphics  for  sev¬ 
eral  national  magazines  and  corporations.  Dividing 
his  time  between  computerized  art  and  hands-on 
drawing,  he  utilizes  the  best  of  both  worlds  in  his 
work.  A  resident  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  Mr.  Deecken 
has  a  Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  degree  in  Graphics  from 
the  University  of  Connecticut. 

— Ann  Bailey,  U.S.  Mint 
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Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck, 
with  gorgeous  satiny  lustre.  One  of  the  very 
finest  known  to  exist  of  this  issue.  ...4,150.00 

1890-CCEF-45  (NGC).  Much  original  mint  lustre  is 


still  seen . 395.00 

1891-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Virtually  full  original  lus¬ 
tre.  Popular  Carson  City  issue . 550.00 

1891- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bright,  lustrous.  475.00 

1892- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 475.00 

1896  EF-45 . 185.00 

1898  AU-50 . 175.00 

1901/0-S  MS-60.  Interesting  overdate . 595.00 

1902  MS-61 . 275.00 


Gem  1906-D  Half  Eagle 


1906-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 3,500.00 

First  issue  of  the  Denver  Mint;  undoubtedly  struck  from 
metal  from  the  Cripple  Creek  gold  district  about  75  miles  to  the 
southwest,  on  the  back  side  of  Pikes  Peak. 

1912  AU-50  (PCGS).  Most  original  mint  lustre 
remains . 295.00 


Mint  State  1915-S  $5 


1915-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  3,395.00 

_ Eagles _ 

1840  EF-40.  A  sharp  and  very  attractive  specimen 
of  this  early  issue . 675.00 


Subscribe! 

If  this  is  your  first  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  then  we  invite  you  to  jump  aboard  the 
bandwagon.  Subscribe!  Our  reasonable  rates, 
given  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  are  far  less  than  it 
costs  us  to  create,  produce,  and  deliver  each 
issue  to  you.  And,  what  a  wealth  of  information 
each  issue  holds — desirable  coins  for  sale,  in¬ 
teresting  articles,  research  information,  you 
name  it.  Many  more  great  issues  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  are  being  planned — so  subscribe 
now  and  you  won’t  miss  a  single  one! 


Rare  1866-S  No  Motto  AU-50  $10 


1866-S  No  Motto.  AU-50,  lighdy  cleaned  but 
still  quite  attractive.  One  of  the  finest  known 
specimens  of  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the 
Liberty  Head  $10  series.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed.  Without  the  cleaning  aspect,  this  coin 
would  be  priced  over  $15,000.  If  you  are  a  $10 
gold  specialist,  this  is  a  coin  you  should  defi¬ 
nitely  inspect . 7,750.00 

The  rarity  of  1866-S  No  Motto  coins  in  general — silver  and 
gold  denominations  combined — would  make  a  worthwhile 
subject  for  an  article  in  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  organ  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club.  It  has  long  been  our  contention 
that  these  issues  are  all  scarce,  some  are  rare,  some  are 
extremely  rare,  and  virtually  all  are  unobtainable  in  any  grade 
prefaced  with  the  designation  “MS.”  It  would  be  interesting  to 
research  how  these  were  distributed,  and  endeavor  to  draw 
some  conclusions  about  them. 

This  brings  up  a  point  we  discussed  in  correspondence  with 
Dr.  Larry  Cutler,  who  is  co-authoring  a  book  on  Carson  City 
gold  coins  with  Douglas  Winter.  Is  there  an  appropriate  journal 
for  the  dissemination  of  information  about  Liberty  Head  gold 
coins?  The  Gobrecht  Journal  might  be  appropriate,  as  Christian 
Gobrecht  designed  these  gold  coins,  but  as  it  is  published  by  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club,  and  these  gold  coins  are  not 
Liberty  Seated  issues,  where  does  this  leave  us? 

1881-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Much  original  mint  lustre 
still  remains.  You  could  probably  call  this  coin 
AU-50  without  fear  of  argument.  However,  it  is 


priced  as  an  EF-45 . 975.00 

1891-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1891-CC  AU-53 . 550.00 

1891-CC  EF-40  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,850.00 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,695.00 

1901-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Buy  one  for  your  type  set 

for  only:  . 525.00 

1905-S  AU-55  (NGC) . 995.00 


The  1905-S  $10  is  one  of  those  coins — of  which  the  first 
decade  of  the  20th  century  has  several  examples  in  various 
denominations — which  at  first  should  be  common,  but  which 
upon  considered  study,  isn’t.  Probably,  most  were  distributed 
at  the  time  of  mintage,  rather  than  shipped  overseas  or  stored 


by  the  Treasury.  Whatever  the  reason,  pieces  are  rare  today. 

1905-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Scarce  issue . 995.00 

1907  Indian.  No  Periods  variety.  MS-62 

(NGC) . 1,325.00 


This,  the  first  circulation  issue  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
new  $10  Indian  design,  was  released  to  great  acclaim  in  the 
autumn  of  1907,  preceding  the  MCMVII  $20,  also  by  the  same 
artist. 

1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-61  (NGC).  ..850.00 


1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Fairly  scarce, 
more  so  than  is  usually  recognized . 695.00 

A  little-known  fact  about  the  1908-D  No  Motto  $10  is  that  the 
D  mintmark  is  literally  “in  left  field,”  and  is  far  to  the  left,  way 
out  of  place  in  comparison  to  the  location  of  mintmarks  of 
other,  later  varieties  in  the  series. 


1911  MS-62.  Frosty,  lustrous . 525.00 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  A 
beauty! . 995.00 

Double  Eagles 

If  double  eagles  are  your  forte,  you  have  come  to 
the  right  place.  I  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased  with 
our  quality  and  the  value  obtained  for  the  price 
paid. 

1850  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  nicely  struck  specimen,  in 
bright  yellow  gold,  with  much  original  mint 
lustre  still  remaining . 1,095.00 

This,  the  largest  regular  gold  coin  denomination,  was  created 
when  it  was  realized  that  large  quantities  of  gold  from  Califor¬ 
nia  would  require  conversion  to  coin  form.  From  a  production 
and  handling  viewpoint,  one  $20  was  much  easier  to  make  than 
two  $10  pieces,  four  $5  pieces,  etc.  From  1850  onward,  the  $20 
became  the  coin  of  choice  for  international  trade,  a  status  it 
continued  to  enjoy  through  the  late  1920s. 


1861-S  Paquet  Double  Eagle 
Lustrous  EF-40  (PCGS) 


1861-S  Paquet  reverse.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
Well  struck,  and  with  much  original  mint  lustre 
remaining  in  protected  areas.  A  very  pleasing 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all 
double  eagles . 11,995.00 

The  Paquet  Reverse  is  distinguished  by  having  tall  letters  in 
the  inscriptions  around  the  border  on  the  reverse.  Anthony  C. 
Paquet  designed  this  reverse,  which  was  intended  to  replace 
Longacre’s  die.  However,  actual  production  of  business  strikes 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  revealed  that  rim  breakage  was  a 
problem.  Accordingly,  use  of  the  Paquet  reverse  was  counter¬ 
manded.  In  the  meantime,  the  San  Francisco  Mint  had  received 
the  new  dies.  Word  was  sent  from  the  East  to  that  mint,  but  in 
the  days  before  rapid  communication  (the  telegraph  link  to  the 
West  was  not  complete  past  St.  Joseph,  Missouri),  by  the  time 
the  orders  arrived,  about  1 9,000  had  been  struck  from  Paquet’s 
die.  Today,  the  1861-S  Paquet  is  recognized  as  an  especially 
important  variety,  representing  as  it  does  a  reverse  die  by  a 
different  engraver.  Incidentally,  one  cannot  help  but  feel  sorry 
for  Engraver  Paquet,  for  although  he  spent  a  number  of  years 
at  the  Mint,  and  made  many  pattern  coins,  the  $20  reverse  was 
the  only  one  of  his  productions  ever  to  be  used  on  a  circulating 
coin. 


1866-S  With  Motto.  AU-53  (NGC).  Very  rare  in 
this  grade.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  ..3,250.00 
1875  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  desir¬ 
able  “type”  coin  to  illustrate  the  reverse  style  of 

1866-1876 . 695.00 

1875-CC  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  A  lustrous, 
desirable  specimen  of  this  Carson  City  issue. 

Rare  so  nice!  . 2,650.00 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  Not  common  in  this  grade  ...995.00 

See  the  Book  Section 
For  Discounts  on  Great  Books 
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Mint  State  1879-0  Double  Eagle 
Finest  Certified! 


1879-0  MS-60  (NGC) .  Brilliant,  with  beau¬ 
tiful  satiny  lustre.  The  only  Mint  State  1879-0 
certified  by  either  NGC  or  PCGS!  The  1879-0  is 
a  major  rarity  even  in  VF  or  EF  grade.  The 
opportunity  to  acquire  a  superb  Mint  State 
example  must  be  ranked  as  one  of  the  most 
important  events  the  double  eagle  specialist 
will  see  in  a  lifetime.  A  spectacular  coin  that 
surely  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  the  collection 


of  its  next  owner . 26,500.00 


1883-CC  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,395.00 

1892-CC  EF-40  (NGC) . 960.00 

1893  MS-61  (NGC)  . 650.00 

1893  MS-61  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1894  MS-61  (PCGS) . 775.00 


At  the  recent  ANA  Convention,  Ray  Merena  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  take  first  pick  from  a  group  of  several  hundred  Liberty 
Head  and  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles,  and  from  this  lot  he 
selected  MS-60,  MS-61,  and  MS-62  coins  that  combined  the 
appeals  of  being  quite  frosty  and  attractive  overall,  but  priced 


▲  Give  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociate  in  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment,  a  call  at  800-222-5993.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  taking  your  coin  order,  she 
would  love  to  discuss  your  collecting 
interests  with  you. 


on  the  low  side.  These  $20  pieces,  dated  from  the  1890s 
through  the  1920s,  are  offered  in  this  section  of  our  listing. 

1894-S  MS-61  (NGC) . 635.00 

1895  MS-62  (NGC) . 695.00 

1897  MS-61  (PCGS) . 775.00 

1897-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine — and  this 

one  is  truly  beautiful! . 1,695.00 

1897-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Talk  about  value:  this  coin 
is  just  a  hair’s  breadth  from  MS-63  grade  but  is 
less  than  half  the  MS-63  price! . 795.00 

1897- S  MS-61  (NGC) . 775.00 

1898  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

scarce  Philadelphia  issue;  several  orders  rarer 
than  the  San  Francisco  version  minted  in  this 
year . 1,495.00 

1898- S  MS-63  (NGC) . 975.00 

1899  MS-63  (NGC) . 975.00 

1905  AU-50.  A  classic  scarcity . 695.00 


Exceptional  1907-D  $20 


1907-D  Liberty  Head.  MS-65  (NGC). 
Lustrous,  satiny,  frosty  surfaces.  One  of  the  very 
finest  in  existence  anywhere . 5,750.00 


Gem  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  High  Relief.  MS-65  (NGC).  A 
superb,  brilliant  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 
popular  of  all  United  States  gold  coins,  a  coin  of 
exceptional  quality  that  will  satisfy  the  most 
discriminating  buyer.  Lustrous,  satiny,  golden 
surfaces.  The  beauty  of  this  design  is  high¬ 
lighted  to  its  finest  advantage  in  this  lustrous 
gem!  Indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled . 29,500.00 

Designed  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America’s  pre-emi¬ 
nent  sculptor  of  the  era,  this  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
most  beautiful  design  of  any  American  coin  ever  made  for 
circulation.  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  had  seen  Greek 
coins  on  display  at  the  Smithsonian,  had  been  impressed  by 
their  beauty  and  depth  of  relief,  and  commissioned  Saint- 
Gaudens  to  redesign  the  entire  American  coinage  from  the  cent 
to  the  $20.  The  artist,  in  failing  health,  was  able  to  do  only  the 
$10  and  $20  denominations,  both  of  which  are  recognized 
today  as  great  classics.  (Today,  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  the 
artist’s  studio  where  this  coin  was  designed  is  a  National 
Historical  Site  and  is  open  to  the  public;  a  visit  is  a  treat  for  any 
numismatist.) 


1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  numerals.  No 
Motto.  MS-64  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
regular  relief  circulating  style.  Add  this  lustrous 
beauty  to  your  type  set  or  date  set.  ..2,250.00 

1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC) . 1,450.00 

1908-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Scarce  issue.  Lustrous  and 
beautiful . 1,150.00 

Controversial  1909/8  Overdate 


1909/8  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous  and 
very  rare.  We  have  had  a  few  words  about  this 
coin  here  and  there  in  our  publications.  In  brief, 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  how  rare 
this  overdate  variety  is  in  Mint  State.  We  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  very  elusive,  one  of  the  major  rarities 
of  its  era.  On  the  other  hand,  David  Akers 
suggests  that  it  is  not  that  rare,  although  it  is 
hardly  common.  John  Kamin  (who  publishes 
The  Forecaster')  shares  our  opinion.  In  any  event, 
we  have  handled  very  few  Mint  State  coins  over 
the  years,  and  when  we  saw  this  beauty  at  the 
ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore,  we  were  com¬ 


pelled  to  buy  it! . 2,550.00 

1909- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 925.00 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS) . 975.00 

1910- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  issue . 1,395.00 

191 1- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 1,095.00 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS) . 975.00 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1916-S  MS-63  (NGC)  . 795.00 

1922-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 875.00 

1924  MS-65.  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  popular 
double  eagle  date . 1,495.00 

1924  MS-63  (NGC) . 795.00 

1926  MS-62  (NGC) . 675.00 

1926-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  dates  of  its 
era.  Lustrous  and  frosty . 1,650.00 


The  rarity  today  of  certain  high-mintage  mintmarked  $20 
pieces  of  the  1920s,  and  all  issues  after  1 928,  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  most  of  these  coins  were  bagged  and  stored  by  the 
Treasury  Department.  When  gold  coins  were  recalled,  begin¬ 
ning  in  March  1933,  the  majority  of  the  mintages  went  to  the 
melting  pot.  For  details,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  book,  U.S 
Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History,  byQ.  David  Bowers,  available 
for  purchase  from  us,  or  free  on  loan  from  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Library.  The  coins  illustrated  therein 
are  from  the  fabulous  Eliasberg  Collection  which  we  auctioned 
in  1982. 
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Commemorative 

Coins  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We  offer  a  selection  of  commemorative  coins  of 
outstanding  quality.  Check  our  selection,  match  it 
against  your  want  list,  and  order  the  pieces  that 
you  need — with  the  assurance  that  you  will  be 
getting  superb  coins.  Try  us  for  ONE  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollar,  and  you’ll  come  back  to  complete 
your  set! 

If  you  like  commemoratives,  here  is  a  recom¬ 
mendation:  Join  the  club!  If  you  would  like  to 
automatically  build  a  collection  of  commemora¬ 
tives  by  means  of  convenient  monthly  shipments, 
we  invite  you  to  ask  about  our  Commemorative 
Coin  Club,  managed  by  Gail  Watson.  Give  Gail  a 
call  at  our  office.  CCC  membership  has  quite  a  few 
advantages,  and  she  will  tell  you  of  them.  She  will 
keep  track  of  the  pieces  you  need,  will  work  with 
me  in  selecting  high-quality  pieces,  and  will  an¬ 
swer  any  questions  you  may  have.  There  are  no 
extra  charges  to  pay.  You  pay  just  our  regular 
prices  and  terms — never  more — and  often  less,  as 
we  pass  along  savings  when  we  make  special 
purchases.  You  can  open  a  Commemorative  Coin 
Club  account  for  any  amount  you  wish,  of  $100 
per  month  or  more.  You  are  under  no  obligation 
to  continue  if  you  do  not  wish  to.  Membership  can 
be  canceled  at  any  time  simply  by  paying  any 
balance  due  or  returning  your  current  shipment. 
Very  few  people  ever  cancel,  but  the  guarantee  of 
satisfaction  is  there  if  you  wish!. 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Important 
as  the  only  strictly  commemorative  issue  of 
the  denomination  (although  Donn  Pearlman 
reminds  us  that  the  1776-1976  Bicentennial 
quarter  can  also  be  considered  a  commemo¬ 


rative) . 595.00 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58 . 295.00 

1936  Albany.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,750.00 

During  the  modeling  for  this  piece,  sculptor  Gertrude  K. 
Lathrop  kept  a  live  beaver  in  her  studio.  Lathrop  also  designed 
the  1938  New  Rochelle  issue. 

1936  Albany.  MS-63 . 295.00 

1937  Antietam  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  frosty 

gem  with  a  whisper  of  iridescent  toning.  One  of 
the  finest  known . 1,495.00 

1935- D  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1936- D  Arkansas  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63 . 99.00 

1937  Arkansas  MS-62  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1937- S  Arkansas  MS-62  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1934  Boone.  MS-63 . 119.00 


1935-S  Boone  with  Small  “1934”  on  reverse.  MS- 
62.  One  of  just  2,004  minted  (of  which  2,000 
were  distributed ;  the  odd  four  coins  went  to  the 
Assay  Commission).  Ridiculously  cheap,  in  our 


opinion!  . 320.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-63 . 125.00 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 129.00 

1925-S  California.  MS-64 . 475.00 


1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  625.00 

After  mistakenly  calling  these  “Washington-Carver”  issues 
for  many  years,  numismatists  are  now  designating  them  cor¬ 
rectly  as  Carver-Washington  pieces — as,  indeed,  they  are  now 


listed  in  the  Guide  Book, 

1952  Carver-Washington  MS-65 . 95.00 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63 . 29.00 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64 . 159.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64,  prooflike . 675.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1893  Columbian  MS-62  (NGC) . 85.00 

1936  Delaware.  MS-66  (NGC).  Pleasing  light 

golden  toning . 2,095.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty 

gem! . 1,375.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64 . 450.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64 . 495.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64 . 265.00 

1924  Huguenot.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Superb  gem!  .350.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64 . 110.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-63 . 99.00 


We  extend  our  personal  congratulations  to  “Mrs.  Commemo¬ 
rative,”  that  is,  to  Helen  (Mrs.  Don)  Carmody,  leading  light  of 
the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  who  was  recently 
elected — by  a  landslide — to  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors.  You 
read  it  here  first:  We  expect  Helen  to  be  president  of  the  ANA 
someday. 

1925  Lexington  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois  MS-64.  The  reverse  motif  is 

one  of  our  favorites  in  the  series . 255.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois  MS-63 . 129.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 85.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63 . 275.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1920  Maine.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 375.00 

1934  Maryland.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 155.00 

1921  Missouri.  MS-62  (PCGS^  . 625.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63 . 155.00 

1926  Oregon.  MS-64 . 215.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  bright  coin  with 

satiny  surfaces . 595.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64 . 210.00 

1937- D  Oregon  MS-66  (NGC) . 540.00 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  speci¬ 

men  of  this  rare,  low-mintage  issue;  only  6,000 
were  distributed . 1,650.00 


1915-S  Panama  Pacific.  MS-63 . 925.00 

1915-S  Panama  Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  ...595.00 
1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 89.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  The  mintage  of  this  is  but  a 
fraction  of  its  1920-dated  counterpart.  210.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 210.00 

1936  Rhode  Island.  AU-58 . 89.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63 . 270.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-60 . 210.00 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64 . 185.00 


1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  ..  185.00 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63 . 110.00 

1936  Robinson  MS-62  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1936  Robinson.  AU-55 . 85.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65 . 155.00 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-64 . 99.00 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Scarcer  of  the  two 

varieties  of  the  design . 169.00 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Special 

price  from  a  recent  purchase . 110.00 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-60 . 85.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62  (PCGS).  ...  125.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55 . 79.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC) . 750.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 750.00 


1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-50 . 39.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-66  (ANACS  Cache) . 425.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-64 . 139.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-65 . 215.00 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66 . 375.00 

1937- S  Texas  Ms-66  (PCGS . 375.00 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  memorable  speci¬ 

men  of  this,  the  lowest-mintage  issue  of  the 
type;  just  3,775  were  struck! . 675.00 

1938-D  Texas  MS-65 . 495.00 

1927  Vermont  MS-63 . 275.00 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64 . 30.00 

1948- S  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollar.  MS-66 

(NGC) . 365.00 

1949  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollar.  MS-66 
(NGC) . 325.00 

1949- S  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollar.  MS-66 

(NGC) . 295.00 

1949-S  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollar.  MS-66 


(PCGS) . 350.00 

1950-S  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollar.  MS-66 

(NGC) . 365.00 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 935.00 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  .410.00 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63 . 315.00 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-60 . 260.00 

1936  York.  MS-63 . 240.00 
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COMMEMORATIVE  SILVER  COINS 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
PREMIUM  QUALITY! 

In  the  following  "grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  all 
lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces. 
Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to 
build  your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one 
of  America’s  most  interesting  series.  (For  other  fine 
commemoratives  in  grades  other  than  MS-63,  64, 
and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.)  As  many  other 
discriminating  buyers  have  done  for  40  years, 
make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  head¬ 
quarters  for  quality  and  value. 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<t 

$795 

$1,450 

$3,150 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

2,095 

4,295 

11,900 

1921  Alabama  pin 

775 

1,095 

3,950 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

795 

1,295 

1936  Albany 

395 

850 

1937  Antietam 

595 

925 

Arkansas  type 

99 

139 

525 

1935 

99 

139 

1935-D 

139 

525 

1935-S 

525 

1936 

139 

695 

1936-D 

99 

525 

1936-S 

139 

525 

1937 

110 

550 

1937-D 

115 

139 

1937-S 

115 

825 

1938 

175 

215 

935 

1938-D 

175 

935 

1938-S 

175 

215 

1939 

325 

425 

1939-S 

350 

425 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

165 

210 

635 

Boone  type 

115 

135 

225 

1934 

135 

225 

1935 

135 

225 

1935-D 

135 

1935-S 

115 

1935/34 

135 

250 

1935/34-S 

795 

1936 

115 

135 

225 

1936-D 

135 

225 

1936-S 

225 

1937 

125 

140 

250 

1937-D 

335 

540 

1937-S 

335 

560 

1938 

750 

1938-D 

750 

1938-S 

750 

1936  Bridgeport 

135 

245 

675 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 

1925-S  California 

$260 

$1,195 

Carver-Wash  Type 

29 

$35 

95 

1951-D 

195 

1951-S 

125 

1952 

95 

. 

1952-D 

275 

1952-S 

125 

1953 

195 

1953-D 

325 

1953-S 

110 

1954 

265 

1954-D 

350 

1954-S 

35 

110 

Cincinnati  type 

350 

450 

1095 

1936 

450 

1936-D 

350 

1,095 

1936-S 

375 

495 

1936  Cleveland 

99 

159 

495 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

259 

295 

350 

1936 

295 

350 

1936-D 

259 

295 

1936-S 

259 

295 

350 

1892  Columbian 

215 

450 

1,450 

1893  Columbian 

195 

435 

1935  Connecticut 

475 

1,195 

1936  Delaware 

295 

365 

850 

1936  Elgin 

275 

295 

495 

1936  Gettysburg 

450 

1,095 

1922  Grant  plain 

1,595 

1922  Grant  Star 

2,650 

4,095 

1928  Hawaiian 

2,995 

6,350 

1935  Hudson 

715 

935 

2,495 

1924  Huguenot 

145 

265 

1,095 

1946  Iowa 

99 

110 

155 

1925  Lexington 

135 

269 

1,495 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

129 

255 

1,095 

1936  Long  Island 

95 

149 

795 

1936  Lynchburg 

275 

375 

695 

1920  Maine 

215 

375 

1,295 

1934  Maryland 

195 

260 

625 

1921  Missouri 

995 

1,950 

1923-S  Monroe 

625 

3,950 

1938  New  Rochelle 

410 

450 

625 

1936  Norfolk 

535 

575 

675 

Oregon  Trail  type 

165 

215 

350 

1926 

165 

215 

350 

1926-S 

165 

210 

350 

1928 

325 

540 

1933-D 

395 

665 

1934-D 

275 

295 

650 

1936 

195 

225 

— i 

350 

1936-S 

425 

1937-D 

375 

1938 

315 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 

1938-D 

$425 

1938-S 

425 

1939-D 

$625 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

$925 

1,795 

3,950 

1920  Pilgrim 

120 

225 

995 

1921  Pilgrim 

210 

375 

1,395 

Rhode  Island  type 

no 

159 

585 

1936 

no 

159 

585 

1936-D 

no 

159 

•  585 

1936-S 

no 

159 

585 

1937  Roanoke 

270 

290 

385 

1936  Robinson 

no 

185 

695 

1935-S  San  Diego 

99 

145 

1936-D  San  Diego 

no 

169 

1926  Sesqui 

225 

925 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

995 

1,050 

1,275 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

59 

95 

295 

Texas  type 

115 

139 

215 

1934 

115 

139 

215 

1935 

115 

215 

1935-D 

139 

215 

1935-S 

139 

215 

1936 

139 

215 

1936-D 

115 

139 

1936-S 

115 

139 

215 

1937 

165 

210 

1937-D 

125 

165 

210 

1937-S 

210 

1938 

375 

395 

495 

1938-D 

375 

395 

495 

1938-S 

375 

395 

495 

1925  Vancouver 

475 

675 

1927  Vermont 

275 

395 

1,495 

1936  Wisconsin 

289 

315 

365 

1936  York 

250 

270 

335 

BTW  Type 

25 

30 

65 

1946 

65 

1946-D 

75 

1946-S 

65 

1947 

no 

1947-D 

145 

1947-S 

no 

1948 

119 

1948-D 

130 

1948-S 

119 

1949 

99 

140 

1949-D 

140 

1949-S 

99 

119 

1950 

119 

1950-D 

125 

1950-S 

65 

1951 

35 

99 

1951-D 

65 

109 

1951-S 

109 

Page  44 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  95 


Hiscover  a  Whole  Mew  World  of 

Commemorative  Collecting  Fun! 


Are  you  ready  to  explore 
new  vistas  of  commemo¬ 
rative  collecting  enjoy¬ 
ment?  The  Bowers  and 
Merena  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coin  Club  offersyou 
the  ideal  way  to  build  a 
beautiful  collection  of 
high-quality  coins! 

You  set  the  regular  shipment 
schedule,  you  choose  the  grades 
you  want  and you  choose  the  easy 
monthly  payment  amount. 

You  will  acquire  outstanding 
quality  coins  for  reasonable  prices 
in  a  program  sponsored  by  one  of 
the  world’s  most  respected  and  suc¬ 
cessful  professional  rare  coin  firms. 

And,  you  will  enjoy  the  many 
advantages  of  being  a  member  of 
our  club.  All  with  complete  satis¬ 
faction  guaranteed. 


Popular  Commemorative 
Coins... 

Commemorative  coins  are 
among  the  most  popular,  most 
interesting  series  in  all  of  numis¬ 
matics.  Ever  since  the  1 892-dated 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition 
half  dollar  was  introduced  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago,  commemorative  half  dol¬ 
lars  and  other  coins  have  been 
highly  desired  by  collectors. 

What  Your  Collection 
Will  Contain... 

When  completed  your  collec¬ 
tion  will  contain  each  of  the  48 
different  designs  of  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars  minted  during 
the  period  1892-1954,  plus  the 
1893  Isabella  25<t  and  the  1900 
Lafayette  silver  dollar,  a  total  of 
50  coins.  In  addition,  it  will  con¬ 
tain  each  of  the  half  dollar  and 
dollar  designs  minted  from  1982 
to  date. 


Q  Please  enroll  me  in  the  Commemorative  Coin  Club.  I  would 
like  to  speak  with  Gail  Watson  to  discuss  my  coin  preferences 
and  my  monthly  payment  amount. 

□  I  would  like  to  enroll  in  the  Commemorative  Club  for  a 

monthly  payment  amount  of _ .  Enclosed  is  a  check 

for  my  initial  purchase  or  my  credit  card  authorization. 


STREET  OR  BOX 


STATE 


ZIP 


DAYTIME  TELEPHONE 


Please  Check  One 


□ 


Mastercard 


Visa 


American  Express 


RCR95 


Advantages  of  Being 
a  Club  Member... 

Your  coins  will  be  se¬ 
lected  by  Gail  Watson, 
working  with  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers,  Ray  Merena  and  Mark 
Borckardt. 

You  will 
have  first  pick 
of  the  finest 
coins  that  come 
through  our 
doors. 

You  will  also 
receive  a  com¬ 
plimentary  copy 


\  ,  j  i.  } 

Guide  $i.S. 
Commemorate 

COINS 


Mkkwrt  J  Hndder 
«s*  (|  Oavid  Bnwm 


of  A  Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  by  Michael  J. 
Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers,  a 
convenient  action  guide  with 
interesting  footnotes  on  the 
entire  series. 

You  will  have  your  choice  of 
“raw”  or  certified  coins  by  the 
nation’s  leading  independent 
coin  graders:  PCGS,  NGC,  or 
ANACS  Cache. 

You  will  receive  special  dis¬ 
counts  on  certain  purchases,  in¬ 
cluding  coins;  discounts  for  club 
members  only. 

Your  Easy  Payment  Plan 

You  simply  choose  the  grades 
you  want  (or  use  our  sugges¬ 
tions)  and  the  amount  you  wish 
to  pay  each  month.  After  your 
first  shipment,  we  will  simply 
send  the  coins  on  open  account 
(once  satisfactory  credit  has 
been  established)  or  charge  your 
credit  card  (MasterCard,  Visa,  or 
American  Express) ,  as  you  pre¬ 
fer.  In  the  case  of  scarce  or  rare 
issues,  we  offer  extended  pay¬ 
ment  terms. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Each  coin  is  guaranteed  to  be 
priced  to  your  liking,  to  be  in  the 
grade  you  want,  and  to  be  of  the 
aesthetic  quality  you  desire.  If 
for  any  reason  you  are  not  1 00% 
delighted,  any  coin  can  be  re¬ 
turned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
for  an  instant  refund;  no  expla¬ 
nation  necessary.  You  can  can¬ 
cel  your  participation  at  any  time 
simply  by  returning  or  paying 
for  any  items  on  an  open  invoice. 
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Special  Discount 
Commemorative  Offers. 

Discount  Specials:  Buy  five  or  more  coins 
from  the  preceding  listing  and  take  a  4%  discount. 
Buy  10  or  more  and  take  a  5%  discount.  Buy  20  or 
more  and  take  an  7%  discount.  This  is  our  way  of 
helping  you  get  a  great  start  on  a  beautiful  collec¬ 
tion!  If  you  are  a  dealer,  this  is  a  fine  way  to  acquire 
quality  coins  for  your  clients. 


American 

Express1 


MasterCard 

Telephone 
Your  Order! 

See  something  of  interest?  Call  now 
toll-free  1-800-222-5993 
to  reserve  your  order  or  to  charge  it 
to  your  Visa,  MasterCard  or 
American  Express  account 
(in  NH:  603-569-5095). 


1936-D  San  Diego  Special:  Gem  MS- 

65  (PCGS),  hand  picked  for  quality  from  a 
group  put  away  at  the  time  of  issue  in  1936,  and 
just  now  made  available!  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
quite  desirable.  Mintage:  Just  30,092  pieces. 
Our  regular  price  is  $185.  We  have  just  bought 
42  pieces,  and  for  a  short  time  we  offer  you  one 
for,  net,  $169.50;  or  buy  10  for  $1,575.00  (limit: 
10  per  person).  Subject  to  being  sold  out. 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition  gold  dol¬ 
lar.  MS-61  (NGC) . 1,195.00 

This  is  the  rarest  of  all  commemorative  gold  dollar  varieties. 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase.  Jefferson  gold  dollar. 

MS-60  (NGC) . 550.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase.  McKinley  gold  dollar. 

AU-58  (PCGS) . 425.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 1,095.00 

1916  McKinley  Memorial  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully 
prooflike  obverse.  A  glittering  cameo  gold  dol¬ 
lar!  . 995.00 

1916  McKinley  Memorial  gold  dollar.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  attractive  . 995.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS- 

62  (PCGS) . 1995.00 

1984-W  Olympic  $10  Gold.  Proof-65 . 275.00 


Modern 

Commemorative  Coins 

1992  Two  piece  Columbus  set.  1992-P  silver  dol¬ 
lar;  1992-S  half  dollar.  In  case  as  issued.  Proof- 
65 . 49.00 

1992-S  Olympic  silver  dollar  in  original  maroon 
case.  Proof-65 . 37.00 

1992- W  200th  Anniversary  White  House  silver 

dollar  in  original  case.  Proof-65 . 89.00 

1993- S  Madison  -  Bill  of  Rights  50<t  and  $1  pair  in 

original  blue  case.  Proof-65 . 49.00 

ANA-MADISON  EXPLOITATION  SPECIAL: 
1993-W  Madison  -  Bill  of  Rights  50<t,  Mint  State 
as  issued,  in  display  folder,  with  special 
American  Numismatic  Association  edge 
imprinting,  with  “ANA/JMMFF”  and  a  serial 
number  imprinted  on  the  edge  privately  by 
SilverTowne:  ANA  representing  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  and  JMMFF  =  James 
Madison  Memorial  Foundation.  This  issue  was 
contrived  to  raise  money  for  the  ANA  (a  laud¬ 
able  motive)  and  for  the  James  Madison  enter¬ 
prise  (laudable,  but  why  pick  on  coin  collec¬ 
tors?).  Anyway,  we  ordered  one  of  these  for  our 
commemorative  reference  collection,  and  99 
others  for  resale.  Probably,  they  will  become 
collectors’  items.  Delivery  will  be  made  when 
the  coins  are  produced,  anticipated  to  be  soon. 
Order  one  or  more  now,  and  we  will  ship  when 
we  receive  ours.  Request  “ANA-Madison  Coin” 
when  ordering.  Price,  each . 19.95 


Hard  Times  Tokens 

A  Great  Way  To  Start  A  Collection 


To  order,  telephone  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  to  reserve  a  set  in  your  name. 

♦  HARD  TIMES  TOKEN  SET  #13: 

$500  or  more  list  price  worth  of 
pieces,  $450. 

♦  HARD  TIMES  TOKEN  SET  #14: 

$  1 ,000  or  more  list  price  worth  of 
pieces,  $895. 

♦  HARD  TIMES  TOKEN  SET  #15: 

$2,500  or  more  list  price  worth  of 
pieces,  $2,200. 

♦  HARD  TIMES  TOKEN  SET  #16: 

$  1 0,000  or  more  list  price  worth  of 
pieces.  Just  one  set  available,  and  the 
first  order  gets  it  for  only  $8,500. 


Issued  circa  1833-1844,  including 
during  the  Hard  Times  era  (1837, 
continuing  for  the  next  several  years) 
in  American  history,  these  tokens  are 
one  of  the  most  fascinating  and  most 
affordable  of  all  1 9th-century  United 
States  numismatic  items. 

If  you  are  interested  in  building  a 


beautiful  collection  of  Hard  Times 
tokens,  we  will  hand-pick  for  you  a  set 
of  different  pieces,  each  large-cent  size 
and  of  copper,  grading  from  EF-40  to 
MS-60,  at  an  attractive  discount  from 
our  regular  prices.  This  is  our  way  of 
introducing  you  to  a  series  that  is  really 
fascinating  to  collect! 
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ing  articles  about  coins  ever  to  appear  in  print. 
*  *  * 


This  &  That 

News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


GO  THOU  AND  DO  LIKEWISE:  In  the  June 
1992  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  your  editor  pro¬ 
posed  the  Universal  Rarity  Scale  (URS),  noting  that 
it  would  serve  to  help  codify  rarity  estimates  not 
only  for  coins  of  which  there  were  a  few,  a  few 
dozen,  or  a  few  hundred  known,  but  also  of  coins 
with  larger  populations.  For  example,  the  1909-S 
V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  is  a  rarity  in  its  series,  but 
thousands  are  known,  and  a  rating  scale  such  as  the 
Sheldon  Scale  cannot  apply  to  it  effectively.  Now 
comes  a  new  book,  A  Catalogue  of  Nevada  Checks 
1860-1933,  by  Douglas  McDonald,  which  tells  of 
various  checks  issued  by  that  western  state,  and 
gives  ratings  by  the  Universal  Rarity  Scale.  Re¬ 
cently,  Rare  Coin  Review  reader  Francis  Loo  sug¬ 
gested  that  we  use  the  URS  in  our  own  catalogues 
as,  after  all,  we  invented  it.  So,  as  time  progresses, 
we  will  gradually  incorporate  such  rarity  esti¬ 
mates. 


ADVICE  from  American  Medical  Association: 
If  you  want  to  add  color  to  your  cheeks,  buy  a  pot 
of  rouge  and  a  rabbit’s  foot.  Bury  them  both  to¬ 
gether,  two  miles  from  your  home.  Each  day  walk 
from  your  home  to  inspect  them,  and  then  walk 
back.  The  desired  cheek  color  will  appear.  (From  a 
1914  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association ) 

*  *  * 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  Fred  W.  A.  Smith 
for  a  really  great  article  on  Hard  Times  tokens,  the 
varieties  displaying  the  Merchants  Exchange  that 
burned  in  New  York  City  in  1835.  The  two-page 
spread  appeared  in  Numismatic  News  on  April  27, 
1993.  It’s  worth  digging  out  a  copy  of  this  issue  to 
read. 

*  *  * 

WE  ALWAYS  DOUBTED  that  what  was  called 
an  1878/7  shield  nickel  in  certain  references,  in¬ 
cluding  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia,  was  actually 
an  overdate.  Now  comes  an  article  by  Edward  L. 
Fletcher  in  Errorscope,  May-June  1993,  page  19, 
laying  the  matter  to  rest — what  appeared  to  some 
to  be  an  overdate  was  in  actuality  simply  a 

repunching  of  the  final  8  figure. 

★  ★  ★ 

ONLY  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  would  toll 
gates  be  removed  on  a  road,  even  though  they  save 
$500,000  per  year  as  people  could  not  “run”  them — 
the  reason  being,  that  to  visitors,  human  toll  takers 
represent  better  New  Hampshire’s  friendly  image. 
The  idea  came  from  Gov.  Steve  Merrill,  whose 
photo,  taken  at  our  offices,  was  published  a  few 
issues  ago  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  as  you  may 
remember. 

★  ★  ★ 

SOUNDS  LIKE  A  GOOD  IDEA  TO  US:  A 

recent  item  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal  noted  that 
until  the  Clinton  administration  could  make  its 
own  political  appointments,  career  civil  service 
employees  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  would 
be  filling  top  positions.  We  have  always  felt  that  a 
great  way  to  go  is  to  have  experienced  civil  service 
employees  do  just  this.  Having  had  some  extensive 
experience  with  the  U.S.  Mint,  we  always  lamented 
the  fact  that  hard-working  individuals  at  head¬ 
quarters  were  seldom,  if  ever,  considered  for  top 
positions — such  as  director  of  the  Mint — because 
“all  they  had”  was  ability,  not  political  connections. 


SILVER  TO  BECOME  RARE?  The  Defense 
Department’s  national  stockpile  of  surplus  silver 
has  been  reduced  by  about  50%,  primarily  by  use 
of  the  metal  in  commemorative  coinage  programs, 
according  to  the  Silver  Institute  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  as  reported  in  a  recent  issue  of  Coin  World. 
Since  1986,  more  than  66  million  ounces  of  silver 
have  been  consumed  in  the  production  of  com¬ 
memorative  and  bullion  coins.  “If  the  current  aver¬ 
age  of  disposal  continues,  the  Silver  Institute  an¬ 
ticipates  the  silver  stockpile  could  be  consumed  by 
1998.” 

*  *  * 

A  COLLECTOR  IS  BORN?  The  March  1993 
issue  of  Romantic  Times  noted  that  Sue  Powell,  a 
Californian,  received  the  grand  prize  in  the  “Terms 
of  Love  Contest”  in 
which  a  love  scene 
was  identified.  The 
prize  was  “a  rare  1870 
silver  dollar 

collector’s  coin.” 

(submitted  by  Ginger 

Rapsus) 

★  ★  ★ 

CHANGE  OF 
LOCATION:  The 

American  Nickel  Col¬ 
lectors  Association 
has  announced  a  new 
mailing  address:  206 
Revere’s  Way,  Central,  SC,  29630.  Also,  look  for  a 
40-plus  page  issue  of  their  Nickel  News  publication 
from  them  soon. 

*  *  * 

FRANK  VAN  VALEN,  of  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  staff,  is  being  heard  on  the  radio — or  at 
least  his  words  are.  He  contributed  14  scripts  to  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  for  radio  spots 
titled  Money  Talks.  Many  of  fitese  scripts  have 
already  been  aired. 

★  ★  ★ 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  ED  ROCHETTE, 

outgoing  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  for  the  many  years  he  has  served  the 
ANA,  not  only  as  its  president  1991-1993,  but  also 
as  its  executive  director  for  20  years.  In  addition  to 
his  many  other  talents,  Ed  is  a  great  writer,  and,  in 
our  opinion,  has  created  some  of  the  most  interest- 


*  *  ★ 

IT  PROMPTS  US  TO  THINK  for  each  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  as  to  what  to  put  on  the  cover. 
We  try  to  be  different  with  each.  We  envy  the 
publishers  of  popular  magazines,  who  years  ago 
had  an  easy  job  of  it — they  simply  put  Jackie 
Kennedy  on  the  cover.  Now,  too,  it  seems  to  be  easy 
for  them — Princess  Diana  appears  on  almost  every 
issue! 

★  ★  ★ 

MARK  BORCKARDT  of  our  staff  recently 
spotted  a  classified  advertisement  in  Coin  World 
titled  “New  Fried  U.S.  Paper.”  Mark  asks  this  ques¬ 
tion:  “Is  this  some  new  process  like  ironing  cur¬ 
rency?”  Just  kidding,  of  course.  What  was  intended 
was  a  title  reflecting  the  availability  of  the  new 

Robert  Friedberg 
book  on  United 

States  paper  money. 
*  *  * 

IF  YOU  CAN 

USE  IT,  the  price  is 
right.  “Former  City 
Hall  ideally  located 
on  one  quarter  city 
block  in  historic 
downtown.  Three- 
story  Classic  Revival 
building,  constructed 
in  1924,  is  for  sale  by 
the  City  of  Muncie 
(Indiana).  Reinforced  concrete  structure.  27,336 
square  feet.  Good  condition.  Appraised  value: 
$40,000.”  (Advertisement  in  Historic  Preservation 
News,  one  of  about  200  magazines  and  newspapers 

we  receive  around  here) 

★  *  * 

1993  IS  THE  YEAR  OF  THE  CAT,  according 
to  Cat  Fancy,  a  magazine  on  the  subject,  which 
noted  that  the  four  largest  animal  protection  orga¬ 
nizations  in  America  have  united  to  proclaim  the 
year  as  being  such.  The  same  magazine  discussed 
popular  cat  names,  noting  that  high  on  the  list  of 
favorites  are  Patches,  Tigger,  Muffy,  Smokey,  Mit¬ 
tens,  Callie,  Misty,  Gizmo,  and,  of  course,  Heathcliff 
and  Garfield. 

★  ★  ★ 

MICKEY  MOUSE  will  be  reading  what  Bar¬ 
bara  Gregory,  editor  of  The  Numismatist,  will  be 
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writing,  according  to  a  recent  publicity  release 
received  from  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion.  It  seems  that  Barbara  has  written  an  article  on 
coin  collecting  for  Family  Fun,  a  Disney  publica¬ 
tion. 

★  ★  ★ 

LET’S  HEAR  IT  for  Penn  State  (your  editor’s 
alma  mater):  The  founder  of  Ben  &  Jerry’s  Home¬ 
made  Ice  Cream  Company  (a  company  which  is 
now  one  of  the  best- known  makers  of  “designer” 
ice  cream)  got  his  start  in  the  business  by  sending 
$5  to  Penn  State  for  instructions  on  how  to  make 
the  stuff. 

*  *  * 

DEER  STOPS  DIFFUSION  OF  NUMIS¬ 
MATIC  KNOW¬ 
LEDGE:  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  from  a  newslet¬ 
ter  of  the  Central  Ver¬ 
mont  Coin  Club,  sent 
to  us  by  Tom 
Caldwell:  “Atten¬ 
dance  at  November’s 
meeting  was  about 
average,  maybe  a 
dozen  people;  how¬ 
ever,  there  were  some 
fresh  faces  in  the 
crowd.  The  new 
blood  was  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  meeting.  Unfortunately,  Dieter 
Kaltz  had  just  gotten  his  deer,  a  seven-pointer,  and 
since  his  car  was  totaled  as  well,  he  could  not 
attend.  Since  he  has  the  reference  books,  none 
were  circulated.  So,  we  will  all  have  to  wait  for  the 

next  meeting  to  return  or  take  out  any  books.” 

*  *  * 

LAWS  NOT  APPLICABLE?  It  is  illegal  to 
counterfeit,  but  possibly  not  if  you  are  a  television 
network,  such  as  CBS  in  a  feature  in  the  evening 
news  titled  “Eye  on  America.”  In  this  feature, 
United  States  currency  was  photocopied  in  color  by 
network  personnel  and  then  passed  to  a  clerk  in  a 
store,  who  accepted  the  bills  in  payment  and  placed 
them  in  a  cash  drawer.  Later,  the  “fraud”  (if  there 
was  one)  was  remedied.  “Can  the  Secret  Service 
stand  by  quietly  while  a  national  TV  network  gives 
half  the  country  a  short  course  on  how  to  make  and 
pass  phony  money?”  Numismatic  News  asked  when 

it  published  an  article  about  it. 

★  ★  ★ 

CREDIBILITY  remained  a  problem  in  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  branch  of  the  government  through  the  end 
of  the  last  administration,  at  least.  On  January  6, 
1993,  your  editor  received  a  letter  presenting  “this 
personally  written  letter  from  President  George 
Bush.”  However,  inspection  revealed  that  it  was 
not  personal  at  all,  but  instead  computerized,  and, 
moreover,  the  signature  was  printed,  not  signed. 
Whether  this  letter  will  really  be  “a  lasting  trea¬ 
sure — one  that  will  surely  increase  in  value  and  be 
passed  along  in  your  family  from  one  generation  to 
the  next.  I  believe  this  personal  letter  from  the 
President  is  something  you  will  want  to  place 
where  it  can  be  seen  and  admired,”  is  another 
question  entirely.  Perhaps  we  should  alert  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission  to  the  matter.  In  this 
world,  I  think  all  of  us  like  it  when  someone  is  up 
front  While  former  President  Bush  certainly  did 
many  fine  things  when  he  was  in  office,  and  while 


we  wish  him  the  best  of  success  in  his  retirement, 
and  while  we  enjoyed  handling  his  inauguration 
medals  (as  we  later  enjoyed  handling  those  of 
President  Bill  Clinton),  we  feel  that  the  presidency 
of  the  United  States  has  to  clean  up  its  image.  Even 
small  things  like  the  aforementioned  form  letter 
should  be  corrected. 

★  ★  ★ 

AN  UNUSUAL  COLLECTION:  While  some 
people  collect  coins,  others  stamps,  and  still  others 
old  books,  the  late  James  Sampson  Cooney  col¬ 
lected  islands  located  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  off  the 
coast  of  Maine.  A  recent  article  in  Down  East 
magazine  noted  that  three  from  his  collection. 
Hungry  Island,  Black  Island,  and  Two  Bush  Island, 

have  been  donated  to 
the  public  to  be  used 
for  future  genera¬ 
tions  of  Mainers  and 
their  guests.  Nothing 
was  said  about  Mr. 
Cooney’s  problems,  if 
any,  with  such  as¬ 
pects  as  grading, 
cleaning,  or  bid  and 
ask  prices  when  he 
was  adding  islands  to 

his  portfolio. 

*  *  * 

INFLATION: 

Recently,  at  the  Luna  Bar  in  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia, 
a  Snickers  candy  bar  cost  six  million  dinars,  until  it 
was  raised  in  price  99%  the  next  day — the  third 
price  increase  in  as  many  days.  “The  inflation  rate 
has  been  at  least  10%  daily.”  (The  Wall  Street 
Journal ) 

★  ★  ★ 

NUMISMATIST  WANTED:  National  Geo¬ 
graphic,  January  1993,  page  106,  illustrated  a  huge 
quantity  of  worn  large  cents  of  the  1840s  and 
1850s,  gold  plated.  “A  glittering  fraud  fooled  Boise, 
Idaho,  townspeople,  who  accepted  vintage  $10 
gold  pieces  as  collateral  for  loans  totaling  $17 
million.  The  coins  turned  out  to  be  pre-Civil  War 
pennies  that  had  been  gold  plated  and  mounted  to 

obscure  the  sides  reading  ONE  CENT.” 

★  ★  ★ 

A  REAL  FIND  with  a  metal  detector  occurred 
near  Carson  City,  Nevada,  according  to  an  article  in 
Coin  World.  Ron  Attanasio  was  using  a  Fisher  metal 
detector  and  found  an  1874-CC  Liberty  Seated 
dime  in  what,  from  the  photograph,  seems  to  be 
Extremely  Fine  and  quite  possibly  worth  the  best 
part  of  $10,000! 

★  ★  ★ 

PENNIES  IT  OFFICIALLY  IS:  A  recent  news 
release  from  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  told  of  some  1914-D  Lincoln  coins  being  put 
into  circulation  in  Colorado  Springs,  so  the  public 
can  find  them.  “Rewards  of  $75  each  will  be  offered 
for  the  return  of  scarce  pennies  put  into  the  state’s 
money  supply.”  The  United  States  Mint  also  refers 
to  Lincoln  cents  as  “pennies,”  even  in  a  brochure 
titled  “How  to  Make  a  Penny.”  Purists  will  now 
have  to  give  up  on  this  aspect  of  numismatic 
nomenclature  and  work  on  something  else,  it  ap¬ 
pears.  We  have  lost. 

★  ★  ★ 

THANKS  TO  C.W.  HILL  for  the  nice  full-page 
review  of  our  book,  The  Waterford  Water  Cure, 


printed  in  his  column  published  in  England  a  few 
weeks  ago.  On  the  same  subject,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr., 
said  this  is  one  of  his  all-time  favorites  of  our 

numismatic  books — a  lot  of  fun  to  read. 

★  ★  ★ 

SO  THAT’S  WHERE  THEY  ARE:  On  June 
28,  a  cache  of  20  papers  signed  by  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  the  1840s  and  1850s  was  found  in  the  Tazewell 
County  Courthouse  in  Pekin,  Illinois.  The  week 
before,  14  other  Lincoln  papers  were  found.  The 
Lincoln  Legal  Papers  group  spokesman,  William 
Beard,  was  quoted  as  saying  that  the  organization 
has  found  55,000  Lincoln  documents  in  42  Illinois 

counties.  (USA  Today ) 

★  ★  ★ 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  SERVICE  NEWS:  In 

July,  Sen.  John  Glenn  released  information  which 
indicated  that  at  least  six  IRS  employees  used 
government  computers  to  prepare  fraudulent  re¬ 
turns  for  private  taxpayers;  in  one  instance,  an 
employee  turned  out  over  200  fake  documents! 
Moreover,  several  hundred  IRS  employees  were 
investigated  for  allegedly  snooping  in  government 
files  to  see  the  tax  returns  of  celebrities,  neighbors, 
and  others.  As  if  this  is  not  enough  news,  recently 
notices  were  mailed  to  4,623  taxpayers  stating  in 
some  instances  that  $68  billion  was  due  from  each! 
“So  sorry,”  said  the  IRS,  as  it  later  corrected  the 
bills. 

*  *  * 

CAN  WE  BUY  STOCK?:  A  recent  news  re¬ 
lease  from  the  British  Royal  Mint  stated  that  the 
institution  had  “excellent  results  for  the  financial 
year  1992-1993.  Deputy  Master  and  Chief  execu¬ 
tive  Roger  Holmes  announced  that  total  sales  rose 
to  £  1 04  million,  while  operating  profits  were  £  1 1 .8 
million,  an  increase  of  7.3%.  A  dividend  payment 
of  £11  million  was  paid  to  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
and  a  return  on  current  cost  assets  of  22.4%  was 
achieved — a  12%  improvement  on  previous  year’s 
results.” 

★  "k  ★ 

RON  MEYER,  in  a  recent  issue  of  CoinAge, 
mentioned  10  themes  worthy  of  commemorating 
on  future  United  States  coins.  “Many  major  events 
and  towering  figures  in  American  history  have 
been  overlooked,”  he  noted.  Suggestions:  1 .  Ameri¬ 
can  industry;  2.  American  inventiveness;  3.  Holly¬ 
wood;  4.  Popular  entertainment;  5.  Music;  6.  Space 
program;  7.  Civil  rights;  8.  Literature;  9.  Agricul¬ 
ture;  and  10.  Medicine.  Certainly  this  list  is  a  good 
one — and  perhaps  our  Congress,  which  determines 
what  appears  on  coins,  should  take  a  peek  at  this 
article. 

*  *  * 

IT  WAS  NICE  while  it  lasted:  John  T.  Martino, 
recent  superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
was  advised  by  President  William  Clinton  that  his 
services  would  no  longer  be  needed  after  July  23, 
1993 — as  part  of  a  sweeping  dismissal,  per  usual 
political  practice,  of  superintendents  of  the  mints 
appointed  by  the  previous  president.  Martino  plans 
to  go  to  Penn  State  University  and  work  on  his 
master’s  degree.  With  a  deep  interest  in  numismat¬ 
ics,  Martino  was  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time. 
Here  is  hoping  that  he  comes  back  on  the  Mint 
scene  sometime  in  the  future,  and  that  in  the 
meantime  President  Clinton’s  appointees  for  the 
several  mint  superintendents — whomever  they  may 
be — will  have  an  interest  in  our  hobby. 
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Miscellaneous 

Coins  for  Sale 


Territorial 
Gold  Coin 


Rare  1852  W.,  M.  &  Co.  Large  Head  $10 


1852  Wass,  Molitor  &  Company  $10 
gold.  Large  Head  variety.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  issue;  seldom 
seen  this  nice,  rarely  finer . 3,950.00 

Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  was  a  latecomer  to  the  minting  of  gold 
coins  in  San  Francisco,  but  in  the  years  from  1852  onward  they 
made  good  use  of  their  time.  Their  products,  ranging  in 
denomination  from  $5  to  $50,  were  well  respected  in  the 
commercial  and  banking  community. 


Hard  Times  Tokens 

We  offer  Premium  Quality  pieces  from  what  we 
believe  to  be  the  finest  inventory  of  these  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Offered  in  the  following  listing  are  many 
pieces  in  grades  seldom  seen.  Use  this  opportunity 
to  add  to  your  present  collection,  or  to  start  one. 
This  series  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  in  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics. 

These  tokens,  primarily  issued  circa  1832-1844, 
are  attributed  to  the  book  Hard  Times  Tokens,  by 
Lyman  H.  Low  (“Low”  numbers),  published  in 
1899,  and  in  more  modern  times  updated  in  an 
excellent  study,  also  titled  Hard  Times  Tokens,  by 
Russell  Rulau  (the  new  4th  edition  of  which  is  now 
available  from  our  Publications  Department). 

Low-5.  1833.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  Jackson 
within  wreath.  Reverse  with  eagle  and  large 
shield  within  wreath.  Period  after  N.  of  NEW 

ORLEANS.  EF-45.  Sharply  detailed . 985.00 

Low-5a.  1833.  As  Low-5,  but  differing  in  details, 
including  no  period  after  N  in  N  ORLEANS.  VG- 
8  obverse,  F-12  reverse.  Light  golden  surfaces. 
Very  rare  variety  (Rarity-6,  per  4th  edition 
Rulau) . 460.00 


Low-6. 1834.  Whig  Victory,  “FOR  THE  CONSTITU¬ 
TION  HURRAH.”  Obverse  with  fully  rigged 
sailing  ship.  Reverse  with  inscription  re  politi¬ 
cal  victory.  Brass.  Dies  by  Robert  Lovett.  EF-40. 
Attractive  light  yellow  surfaces.  Very  slightly 
off  center.  Very  prominent  border  denticles,  as 
always  seen . 975.00 


Low-7.  1834.  Whig  Victory.  Obverse  with  cap 
and  rays  design  after  contemporary  Mexican 
coinage.  Reverse  with  sailing  ship.  Copper.  VF- 
30  or  finer.  Glossy  medium  brown.  A  superb 
specimen  from  our  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collec¬ 
tion  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  1980; 
purchased  by  T.  Harrison  Garrett  in  the  1880s. 

Superb  coin,  superb  pedigree! . 3,500.00 

Low-8:  1834.  Running  boar  on  obverse;  small 
portrait  of  Jackson  on  reverse.  Anti-Jackson 
banking  token.  Copper.  MS-63.  Superb  sur¬ 
faces.  We  offer  two  die  states,  each:  ...295.00 


Low-8:  Copper.  MS-60 . 195.00 

Low-8:  Copper.  AU-55 . 145.00 

Low-8:  Copper.  AU-50 . 129.00 

Low-8:  Copper.  EF-45 . 89.00 

Low-9.  1834.  Running  boar/Jackson.  Struck  in 

brass.  AU-50.  Attractive  gold . 275.00 

Low-10.  1834.  Running  boar/Jackson.  MS-63. 
Prooflike . 695.00 


Low-12.  1834.  “A  PLAIN  SYSTEM.”  Obverse  with 
Jackson  holding  purse.  Reverse  with  balky  jack¬ 
ass  inscribed  LL.D.,  a  tongue-in-cheek  com¬ 
mentary  re  Harvard’s  awarding  the  nearly  illit¬ 
erate  Jackson  a  Doctorate  of  Letters.  MS-60. 

Light  iridescent  brown  surfaces . 225.00 

Low-15.  MS-60..  (1834)  William  H.  Seward 
(all-purpose  portrait  also  used  on  Verplanck 
token,  Low- 16).  Reverse:  eagle.  Brass.  Lustrous 
light  golden  surfaces.  One  ot  the  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence  . 1,495.00 

Low- 16.  MS-60/63.  Gulian  C.  Verplanck.  Reverse: 
eagle.  Same  portrait  as  on  Low- 15  Seward  to¬ 
ken!  (We  wrote  an  article  about  this  for  The 
Numismatist  a  few  years  ago.)  Brass.  Light  yel¬ 
low.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen . 495.00 

Low-17.  1837.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  Turtle  with 
safe/mule.  (The  turtle  is  a  diamondback  terra¬ 


pin,  one  of  America’s  herpetological  treasures, 
indigenous  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay  area.)  Cop¬ 
per.  AU-50.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Glossy  light 
brown  surfaces.  Suggestions  of  light  striking  at 

the  centers,  as  usually  seen . 795.00 

Low-19:  1837.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  MS-64,  red 

and  brown.  Superb!  . 575.00 

Low-19:  1837.  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 325.00 

Low-19:  1837.  AU-55 . 95.00 

Low-19:  1837  AU-50 . 75.00 

Low-20: 1837.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant  mint  red  just  beginning  to  fade  to  natural 

brown.  A  superb  specimen . 495.00 

Low-20:  1837  AU-50 . 45.00 

Low-20:  1837.  EF-40,  two  small  digs.  Struck  10% 
or  so  off  center,  and  fairly  unusual  thus  60.00 
Low-21.  1837.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces. 

Struck  from  a  late  state  of  the  dies . 349.00 

Low-22.  1837.  EF-45.  Tiny  edge  bump.  Glossy 

brown  surfaces . 565.00 

Low-23.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  VF-30.  Pleasing 
medium  brown  surfaces.  Rulau  plate  coin,  ex 
Benjamin  P.  Wright,  M.D.,  Carl  Wurtzbach,  via 
B.  Max  Mehl  to  Charles  Wilson,  and  via  Sol 
Kaplan  to  R.  Byron  White;  later  Rossa  & 
Tanenbaum  and  Presidential  Coin  &  Antique 
Co.  Wright,  at  one  time  a  president  of  the  ANA, 
did  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  token  collec¬ 
tion;  perhaps  his  biography  should  be  written 
for  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  Journal.  It 
would  be  hard  to  imagine  a  token  with  a  much 

more  illustrious  pedigree! . 695.00 

Low-28.  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  Copper. 
MS-60  or  finer.  Lustrous  brown  with  some 

original  mint  red . 495.00 

Low-29.  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  EF-40. 
Beautiful  light  brown  surfaces.  Lightly  struck  at 
the  highest  obverse  point  and  corresponding 
reverse  area,  as  always  for  the  variety  (cf.  Rulau 
plate  coin,  for  example).  This  was  caused  by 
having  the  high  parts  of  the  obverse  portrait  cut 


too  deeply  in  the  die . 450.00 

Low-30:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  AU-50. 

Light  brown.  Needle-sharp  details . 249.00 

Low-30:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  VF-20. 


Altered  reverse  (word  “NOT’  removed). 45. 00 
Low-31:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-64, 

red  and  brown,  50%  fiery  mint  red . 495.00 

Low-31:  1837  EF-40 . 49.00 

Low-31:  1837.  VF-30 . 29.00 

Low-32:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-60, 
red  and  brown.  Original  mint  red  blended  with 
natural  brown.  Somewhat  prooflike.  A  very 
high-quality  coin . 345.00 
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Low-33:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-63, 
red  and  brown.  A  nice  blend  of  original  mint  red 


and  lustrous  brown . 495.00 

Low-33:  1837  AU-58 . 175.00 

Low-33:  1837.  EF-45 . 165.00 

Low-33:  EF-40 . 75.00 

Low-34:  1837.  Uberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-60. 

Attractive  brown  with  tinges  of  red . 265.00 

Low-34:  1837.  VF-20 . 29.00 

Low-36:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-60, 
red  and  brown.  A  nice  blend  of  mint  red  and 
lustrous  brown . 375.00 


Low-38:  1837.  Uberty/MINT  DROP.  MS-60.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  with  about  30%  mint  red.  325.00 
Low-39:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  Rede¬ 
signed  reverse  style  with  central  inscriptions  in 
straight  lines  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  Much 

original  mint  red . 545.00 

Low-40:  1837.  Uberty/  May  Tenth  1837.  MS-63, 
mostly  brown,  but  with  abundant  traces  of 
original  mint  red . 285.00 

On  May  10, 1837,  banks  suspended  specie  (coin)  payments, 
by  mutual  agreement,  and  henceforth  would  not  redeem  paper 
except  with  other  paper;  this  situation  lasted  a  long  time,  and 
precipitated  many  financial  difficulties,  known  today  as  the 
Panic  of  1837. 

Low-40:  1837.  AU-50.  Porous . 35.00 

Low-44:  1837.  Jackson  in  safe  /  Wrecked  ship. 
Copper.  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen . 295.00 

Low-45:  1837.  Phoenix  rising  from  flames/NOT 
ONE  CENT.  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  Lustrous 

red  and  brown  surfaces . 525.00 

Low-46:  1837.  Phoenix/NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-63. 
Gorgeous  red  and  brown.  Condition  Census 

quality . 495.00 

Low-47: 1837.  Phoenix.  May  Tenth  1837  MS-60  to 
63,  red  and  brown.  Very  attractive.  Coin  turn 

die  alignment  (180°) . 395.00 

Low-47a:  1837.  Phoenix.  May  Tenth  1837.  MS-63, 
brown.  Medal-turn  die  alignment  (both  dies  in 

same  directions) . 195.00 

Low-48:  1837  Liberty/May  Tenth  1837.  Usually 
seen  in  lower  grades  (the  Rulau  plate  coin 

seems  to  be  about  EF).  MS-60 . 349.00 

Low-48:  1837  VF-30 . 35.00 

Low-49:  1837.  HALF  CENT  WORTH  OF  PURE 
COPPER.  EF-45.  This  Hard  Times  token  is  listed 
in  the  Guide  Book  among  regular  issue  U.S.  half 

cents . 165.00 

Low-51:  1837.  Jackson  in  safe/Jackass  with  LL.D. 
In  lower  grades,  this  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful 
of  all  Hard  Times  tokens;  a  nice  way  to  begin  a 
collection.  MS-64,  red  and  brown,  about  75% 

original  mint  red . 395.00 

Low-51:  1837.  MS-64,  brown . 225.00 

Low-51:  1837.  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 295.00 

Low-51:  1837.  MS-60 . 139.00 

Low-51:  1837.  AU-58 . 99.00 

Low-51:  1837.  AU-55 . 75.00 

Low-52:  Jackson  in  safe/Jackass  with  LL.D.  Brass. 

MS-64,  a  brilliant,  lustrous  gem . 695.00 

Low-53:  1837.  Jackson  in  safe/Jackass  with  LL.D. 
A  contemporary  copy  by  a  less  experienced 
engraver  than  the  maker  of  Low-5 1  (which  is  by 

Hulseman)  AU-50 . 195.00 

Low-53:  1837.  EF-40 . 165.00 

Low -54:  1838  AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  AND  A  SISTER 
anti-slavery  issue.  This  is  one  of  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  issues  in  the  series.  MS-60,  brown  with 
tinges  of  red.  Somewhat  prooflike . 795.00 


Famous  “Man  and  Brother”  Rarity 
Low-54a;  One  of  Three  Known 


Low-54a:  1838  AM  I  NOT  A  MAN  AND 
A  BROTHER  anti-slavery  issue.  One  of  just 
three  known,  a  classic  landmark  rarity  in  the 
series.  Very  Fine.  Attractive  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  From  our  1991  Spring  Quartette  sale. 
We’ll  gladly  send  a  copy  of  our  catalogue  de¬ 
scription  on  request.  EF-40 . 29,500.00 


Low-55:  1838.  Liberty/MINT  DROP.  From  crude 
dies.  Usually  lightly  defined  details.  The  Rulau 
plate  coin,  VF,  is  typical.  MS-60.  Lustrous  brown. 

Usual  light  strike . 495.00 

Low-55:  1838.  EF-40 . 99.00 

Low-56:  (1840)  Martin  Van  Buren/Eagle  above 
safe.  EF-45.  Copper.  Holed  for  suspension,  as 

issued.  Light  brown  surfaces . 295.00 

Low-58:  1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship/NOT  ONE 
CENT  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  An  outstanding 

specimen . 395.00 

Low-59:  1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship  /  NOT  ONE 

CENT.  MS-60,  red  and  brown . 295.00 

Low-59:  1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship  /  NOT  ONE 

CENT.  EF-40 . 49.00 

Low-60:  1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship  /  NOT  ONE 
CENT.  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  variety . 450.00 


Low  61:  Webster.  Sailing  ship/Wrecked 
ship  with  lightning  in  ship.  AU-50.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces.  Very  difficult  to  locate  in 

any  grade . 1,295.00 

Low-63 : 1 84 1 .  Webster.  Sailing  ship/W recked  ship; 
no  lightning.  MS-64,  lustrous,  somewhat 
prooflike  brown.  A  gem  specimen.  Bisecting  die 

crack  across  ship  sails . 495.00 

Low-63:  1841.  VF-30.  Porous . 19.00 

Low-64: 1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship/Wrecked  ship; 

no  lightning.  AU-50 . 85.00 

Low-65:  Obverse:  1841  Sailing  ship.  Reverse:  1837 
Liberty  head.  A  muling;  made  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties.  Mostly  seen  in  lower  grades.  AU-50.  Lus¬ 
trous  light  brown . 295.00 

Low-66:  (1838)  Obverse:  Sailing  ship.  Reverse: 
Bull.  Inscription  around  reverse:  A  FRIEND  OF 
THE  CONSTITUTION.  Dies  by  John  Gibbs.  EF- 

40.  Medium  brown . 575.00 

Low-67:  1841.  Liberty/  May  Tenth  1837.  Muling. 

MS-63,  red  and  brown . 465.00 

Low-67:  1841.  EF-40 . 49.00 

Low-69:  MS-60,  red  and  brown . 245.00 


Low-72.  Francis  L.  Brigham,  New  Bedford,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  View  of  Cheapside  business  district. 
Brigham  engaged  in  dentistry  and  operated  a 
dry  goods  store.  Rare  die  variety.  EF-40. 
Pinpricks  at  spot  in  center  of  reverse.  Satisfac¬ 
tion  guaranteed.  Light  brown . 795.00 

Low-74  1833.  Ephraim  A.  Hathaway,  City  Coal 
Yard,  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  MS-63.  A 
glossy,  lustrous  brown  token.  Condition  Census. 

Superb!  . 795.00 

Low-75  F-12 . 10.00 

Low-76:  1833.  Robinson’s  Jones  &  Co.  MS-63,  red 

and  brown.  Superb!  . 495.00 

Low-76:  1833.  EF-40 . 45.00 

Low-76:  1833.  VF-30 . ...20.00 

Low-77.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables,  Troy,  N.Y.  Very 
crude  dies;  usually  seen  weakly  defined  (cf. 
Rulau  plate).  VF-20,  for  the  coin  (to  use  19th- 

century  parlance).  Light  brown . 675.00 

Low-81:  1834.  Howell  Works  Garden,  Allaire,  N.J. 
F-12.  Smooth  light  brown  surfaces.  Small 
planchet  pinch,  as  made,  on  rim.  Virtually  al¬ 
ways  seen  in  lower  grades  (cf.  Rulau  plate 

coin) . 275.00 

Low-83:  1834.  H.M.  and  E.I.  Richards,  Attleboro, 
Mass.  Figure  of  Lafayette  standing.  The  1834 
date  refers  to  Lafayette’s  death  year;  the  coin 
was  issued  a  few  years  later.  MS-63,  lustrous 

brown,  with  tinges  of  mint  red . 475.00 

Low-83:  1834.  VF-20 . 30.00 

Low-84:  1834.  S.B.  Schenck,  Attleboro,  Mass. 
Planing  machine.  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  Point 
of  information:  Schenck  is  pronounced 

“Skenk.” . 495.00 

Low-84:  1834.  VF-20 . 30.00 

Low-86:  1834.  S.L.  Wilkins,  Lowell,  Mass.  Stand¬ 
ing  figure  of  Lafayette.  EF-40 . 55.00 

Low-89.  1835.  Crude  Liberty  head/BUCKLIN’S 
INTEREST  TABLES.  Troy,  N.Y.  VG-8  to  F-12. 
Relatively  little  actual  wear,  but  lightly  de¬ 
fined,  as  struck  and  as  always  seen.  Very 
smooth  and  attractive  medium  brown  planchet. 
A  superb  specimen  of  this  curious  variety.  Ex 
Virgil  M.  Brand  and  Michael  Zeddies  collec¬ 
tions  (the  latter  sold  by  us  in  March  1990,  this 

was  Lot  361) . 575.00 

Low-92: 1835.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables,  Troy,  N.Y. 
AU-50.  Very  little  actual  wear.  Irregularly  struck 
in  some  areas,  as  usual.  Among  the  finest  in 
existence  of  this  crude  and  very  interesting 
issue.  Condition  Census.  Unlisted  in  Rulau  in 

grades  above  VF . 495.00 

Low-92:  1835.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables,  Troy, 

N.Y . 15.00 

Low-92:  1835.  G-6 . 10.00 

Low-94:  1835.  Clark  &  Anthony,  Providence,  R.I. 
Standing  figure  of  Lafayette  (with  1834, 
Lafayette’s  death  date;  “stock”  die  used  on 
several  HTT  issues).  MS-63,  red  and  brown. 
One  of  the  finest  that  we  have  seen.  Condition 

Census . 475.00 

Low-95:  1837.  Merchants’  Exchange,  New  York, 
N.Y.  Old  building.  MS-63,  brown.  Prooflike. 
Some  tinges  of  mint  red.  Outstanding.  345.00 

Low-95:  1837.  EF-40 . 40.00 

Low-95:  1837.  VF-30 . 30.00 

Low-97: 1837.  Merchants  Exchange,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Old  building.  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 495.00 

Low-97:  1837.  EF-40 . 37.00 

Low-97:  1837.  VF-30 . 30.00 
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Low-97:  1837.  VF-20 . 20.00 

Low-98:  1837.  Merchants’  Exchange,  New  York 
City.  New  Romanesque-style  building.  MS-64, 
red  and  brown.  Obverse  with  nearly  full  fiery 

original  mint  red.  A  gem! . 575.00 

Low-98:  1837.  AU-50 . 75.00 

Low-98:  1837.  EF-40 . 45.00 

Low-98:  1837.  VF-30 . 25.00 

Low-98:  1837.  VF-20.  Cleaned . 15.00 

Low-99:  1835.  Walsh’s  General  Store, 

Lansingburgh,  N.Y.  SPEED  THE  PLOUGH,  IT 

FEEDS  ALL.  AU-50 . 165.00 

Low-99:  1835.  VF-20.  Cleaned . 16.00 

Low-99:  1835.  VG-8 . 8.00 

Low- 100  Walsh’s  General  Store,  Lansingburgh, 
N.Y.  Standing  Lafayette.  1835  VF-25.  ..35.00 
Low-101:  1835.  Walsh’s  General  Store, 
Lansingburgh,  N.Y.  LANSINGBURG  spelling. 
Standing  figure  of  Lafayette.  VF.  Reverse 

planchet  mark . 15.00 

Low-103:  1836.  R.  &  W.  Robinson,  Attleboro, 
Mass.  American  Institute  medal  allegory.  MS- 

65,  brown . 495.00 

Low-104:  1836.  R.  &  W.  Robinson,  Attleboro, 
Mass.  American  Institute  medal  allegory.  Die 

variety.  MS-64,  brown . 395.00 

Low-104:  1836.  EF-45 . 49.00 

Low-104:  1836.  EF-40 . 40.00 

Low-104:  1836.  VF-30 . 25.00 

Low-107:  1837.  Henry  Anderson,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Boot  motif.  MS-64,  red  and  brown,  mostly  fiery 

original  mint  red.  Condition  Census . 695.00 

Low-107:  1837.  EF-45 . 47.00 

Low-107:  1837.  EF-40 . 40.00 

Low-107:  1837.  VF-35 . 25.00 

Low-109:  1837.  Benedict  &  Burnham,  Water- 
bury,  Conn.  Eagle  motif.  MS-63,  red  and 

brown . 495.00 

Low-1 10: 1837.  Liberty/Centre  Market,  New  York, 
N.Y.  Reverse  with  image  of  Centre  Market  in 
columned  Grecian-style  building.  MS-63,  red 
and  brown.  One  of  the  finest  known.  ..465.00 

Low-110:  1837.  EF-40 . 40.00 

Low-110:  1837.  VF-30 . 24.00 

Low-111: 1837.  Liberty/Centre  Market.  New  York, 

N.Y.  Die  variety.  MS-63,  brown . 245.00 

Low-1 11: 1837.  Liberty/Centre  Market.  New  York, 

N.Y.  Die  variety.  AU-50 . 65.00 

Low-111:  1837.  EF-40 . 40.00 

Low-111:  1837.  VF-30 . 25.00 

Low-112:  1837.  Liberty/H.  Crossman,  New  York, 

N.Y.  Umbrella  motif.  AU-55 . 149.00 

Low-112:  1837.  EF-40 . 75.00 

Low-112:  1837.  VF-30 . 35.00 

Low-112:  1837.  VF-20.  Porous . 18.00 

Low-112:  1837.  VG-8 . 10.00 

Low-113:  1837.  Eagle/H.  Crossman.  New  York, 

N.Y.  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 345.00 

Low-115  1837.  P.B.  &  S.  Deveau,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Boot  and  shoe  retailer.  EF-45 . 95.00 

Low-115  1837.  VF-25 . 40.00 

Low-116: 1837.  Maverick  Coach,  East  Boston,  Mass. 
German  silver.  A  cousin  to  the  Roxbury  Coaches 
token,  but  considerably  scarcer.  AU-55.  Small 
planchet  defect  on  rim,  as  made.  Condition 

Census  quality . 695.00 

Low-120:  1837.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58.  Dies 

6-1 . 165.00 

Low-120:  1837.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  F-12.  Dies  5- 
G . 35.00 


Low-122:  1837.  Liberty/George  A.  Jarvis,  New 
York,  N.Y.  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  75%  original 

mint  red! . 695.00 

Low-122:  1837.  EF-40 . 69.00 

Low-122:  1837.  VF-25 . 49.00 

Low-123: 1837.  George  A.  Jarvis,  New  York,  N.Y. 
Wine  and  tea  dealer.  Die  variety.  MS-63, 

brown . 249.00 

Low-123:  1837.  EF-45 . 59.00 

Low-123:  1837.  EF-40 . 35.00 

Low-124:  1837.  Nathl.  March/William  Simes  & 
Co.  Portsmouth,  N.H.  MS-64.  Brown  with  traces 

of  red . 435.00 

Low-124:  1837.  EF-40 . 35.00 

Low-124:  1837.  VF-30 . 20.00 

Low-124:  1837.  VF-25 . 18.00 

Low-124:  1837.  Two  merchants  share  advertising 

on  a  single  token.  VF-20 . 16.00 

Low-125:  1837.  Liberty/S.  Maycock  &  Co.,  New 

York,  N.Y.  AU-50 . 125.00 

Low-125:  1837.  EF-40 . 80.00 

Low-126:  1837.  Eagle/S.  Maycock  &  Co.,  New 

York,  N.Y.  MS-63,  brown . 250.00 

Low-126:  1837.  EF-45 . 50.00 

Low-126:  1837.  VF-30 . 30.00 

Low-126:  1837.  VF-20 . 25.00 

Low-127:  1837.  Phalon’s  Hair  Cutting,  New 
York,  N.Y.  Scissors  and  comb  motif.  MS-60, 

brown . 375.00 

Low-127:  1837.  VF-20 . ..35.00 

Low-129:  1837.  Roxbury  Coaches,  Boston,  Mass. 

German  silver.  VF-20 . 249.00 

Low-130:  1837.  J.M.L.  and  W.H.  Scovill,  Water- 
bury,  Conn.  Ascending  phoenix  motif.  AU- 

58 . 495.00 

Low-131,  Rarity-2.  H&P/ACS.  Dover,  NH.  EF- 
45 . 150.00 


Low-132:  E.F.  Sise  &  Co.,  Dover,  N.H.  MS-65, 

brown . 495.00 

Low- 133:  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment,  New  York, 

N.Y.  Clock  motif.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 . 195.00 

Low-135:  1837.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment, 
New  York,  N.Y.  Clock  motif.  MS-60,  red  and 

brown . 425.00 

Low- 136. 1837.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment,  New 
York,  N.Y.  Clock  motif.  MS-63,  brown.  575.00 
Low-138a.  1837.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment,  New 
York,  N.Y.  Clock  motif.  AU-50.  Early  (contem¬ 
porary)  gilding;  one  of  just  three  gilt  pieces  said 

to  be  known . 575.00 

Low-140:  1837.  Liberty/Ezra  B.  Sweet,  New  York, 
N.Y.  MS-60.  Very  scarce  in  this  grade.  795.00 
Low-141:  1837.  Liberty/Ezra  B.  Sweet,  New  York, 
N.Y.  Variety.  MS-60.  Quite  possibly  Condition 

Census . 895.00 

Low-142:  Bergen  Ironworks,  Lakewood,  N.J.  Eagle 
motif.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  A  superb  coin.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census . 975.00 

Low- 143:  Bergen  Iron  Works,  Lakewood,  N.J.  Eagle 
motif.  Different  dies  from  L-142.  Early  die  state 
Rare  late  die  state,  with  massively  mounded 
break  below  eagle,  certainly  one  of  the  most 
spectacular  die  states  seen  on  any  Hard  Times 

token.  EF-40.  A  few  marks . 325.00 

Low-145:  (1835).  Bucklin’s  Book  Keeping.  West 

Troy,  N.Y.  VF-20 . 149.00 

Low-148: 1837.  T.  Duseaman.  Belleville,  N.J.  (T.D. 

Seaman.).  AU-50 . 225.00 

Low-148:  1837.  EF-40 . 175.00 

Low-150:  (1841)  J.  Gibbs,  Manufacturer, 


Belleville,  N.J.  EF-40,  but  with  modem  silver 
plating  (is  there  any  way  to  un-plate  this?) .  One 
of  the  highest  technical  grades  known  of  this 
rarity.  Ex  Paul  Taglione  and  Rossa  &  T anenbaum 

(1986) . 1,295.00 

Low-153:  1837.  Abraham  Riker,  New  York, 
N.Y.  Boot  and  shoe  dealer.  MS-63,  red  and 

brown . 495.00 

Low-153:  1837.  Abraham  Riker,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Boot  and  shoe  dealer.  VF-30 . 30.00 

Low-153:  1837.  Abraham  Riker,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Boot  and  shoe  dealer.  VF-20 . 25.00 

Low- 154:  1837.  Abraham  Riker,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Die  variety.  MS-60 . 350.00 

Low-155:  1837.  T.D.  Seaman,  Belleville, 
N.J.  Bull/Bouquet  sou  motif.  Extremely  rare. 
EF-40.  Smooth  medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny 
scratch  on  bouquet  sou  side.  A  very  attractive 

specimen  of  this  major  rarity . 1,750.00 

Low-156:  (1835)  N.  Starbuck  &  Son,  Troy,  N.Y. 
Another  very  crude  issue,  probably  by  Ben¬ 
jamin  True.  F-15  from  a  technical  viewpoint, 
but  with  very  little  actual  wear,  as  this  issue  is 
characteristically  lightly  impressed.  Pleasing 

medium  brown  surfaces . 595.00 

Low-163:  (1835)  Howell  Works  Garden,  Allaire, 
N.J.  Rose  motif.  Scarce.  EF-40.  Above  average 

strike  for  this  usually-weak  issue . 495.00 

Low-171:  Jackson  in  safe/Jackass  with  LL.D.  AU- 

58.  Gilt.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces . 695.00 

Low-172:  (1840)  Martin  Van  Buren/Safe  with 
eagle  above.  Brass.  AU-58,  prooflike.  Holed  for 
suspension,  as  usual.  Tiny  scratch.  Satisfaction 

guaranteed  for  only . 395.00 

Low-176.  Rarity-5.  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea,  VT. 

VG-8  to  F-12 . 950.00 

Low-180:  1840.  Bergen  Iron  Works,  Lakewood, 

N.J.  AU-58 . 495.00 

Low-284:  (1835)  N.  Starbuck  &  Son,  Troy,  N.Y. 
Plow/Screw.  MS-60,  glossy  brown  surfaces  with 

traces  of  original  mint  red . 795.00 

Low-284:  (1835)  VF-30 . 225.00 

Low-320:  (1840s)  A.  Loomis,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  AU-50. 
Light  brown.  Condition  Census  quality . 975.00 

Washiiigtoiiia 

1824  Washington,  Lafayette.  Unlisted  and, 
to  our  knowledge,  unique.  VF-EF,  some 
marks.  Traces  of  mounting  on  edge.  Bust  of 
George  Washington  (head  and  chest)  on  one 
side  with  the  legend  GENERAL  GEORGE  WASH¬ 
INGTON,  crude  date  1776  below.  Reverse  with 
“Smiling  Face”  bust  of  Lafayette,  inscription 
GENERAL  LAFAYETTE,  and  three  dates:  1776, 
1789,  1824.  14-mm  white  metal,  plain  edge 
token  struck  in  1824  to  commemorate 
Lafayette’s  revisit  to  America.  Exceedingly  rare; 
perhaps  unique . 1,895.00 

The  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  by  the  same  inexperienced 
hand.  Lafayette  is  shown  smirking  or  smiling;  the  same  general 
style  of  portrait  seen  on  an  unlisted  Lafayette  counterstamp  on 
an  1 8 1 8  quarter  dollar,  but  in  the  present  instance  with  a  head 
and  chest  view  (rather  than  just  a  portrait  as  on  the 
counterstamp)  .This  piece  and  also  the  quarter  dollar  will  form 
part  of  a  study  to  be  published  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  expected  to 
be  within  a  year.  Readers  owning  coins  counterstamped  with 
Washington,  Lafayette,  or  both  portraits  are  invited  to  contact 
Dave  for  a  sharing  of  information. 

Baker-71a  Washington  medal:  1797  Sansom 
restrike  in  copper  from  rusted  dies.  Rare  thus. 
AU-50 . 119.00 
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B-184a  Washington  medal:  George  H.  Lovett,  en¬ 
graver.  Harlem  Headquarters.  Copper.  Proof- 

62 . 95.00 

B-195a  Washington  medal:  George  H.  Lovett,  en¬ 
graver.  Harlem  Headquarters.  Copper.  Proof- 

65 . 99.00 

B-240c  Washington/Lincoln  medal:  White  metal. 
EF-45.  Interesting,  as  the  word  REVERSE 
appears  above  Lincoln’s  portrait  on  the  re¬ 
verse;  We  can  surmise  that  possibly  someone 
sketched  Lincoln  and  made  the  suggestion 
that  his  portrait  be  on  the  reverse,  and  this 
instruction  was  translated  into  part  of  the 

token’s  inscription! . 125.00 

Baker  (unlisted)  Washington  medal:  George  H. 
Lovett,  No.  4.  1777.  Whitemarsh  Headquar¬ 
ters.  White  metal.  Unlisted.  Proof-55.  .  119.00 


Numismatic 
Tokens  and  Medals 

1863  Civil  War  token.  630  AD  IDO.  THE  WASH¬ 
INGTON  TOKEN  inscription  and  Washington 
portrait  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  store  card  of 
H.D.  Gerdts,  Broker  and  Coin  Dealer,  240  Green¬ 
wich  St.,  New  York.  Struck  over  an  1863  Indian 
cent,  with  the  undertype  boldly  visible!  Superb 
Mint  State.  A  showpiece!  . 495.00 


1870  Mason  &  Co.  cent-size  token,  NC-17a.  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania.  Copper.  MS-60  red  and 
brown.  The  obverse  exhibits  a  portrait  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  This  is  the  first  of  this  variety  we  have 
had  in  stock  for  quite  a  long  time,  if  ever. 
Issued  by  Ebenezer  Mason,  Jr.,  one  of 
Philadelphia’s  most  important  professional  nu¬ 
mismatists . 125.00 

1878  medal  depicting  Joseph  J.  Mickley,  portrait 
by  Swedish  engraver  Lea  Ahlbom,  one  of  the 
most  acclaimed  medalists  of  the  era,  issued 
upon  Mickley’s  death.  51  mm.,  white  metal. 
AU-55 . 145.00 


So-Called  Dollars 

1776-dated  fantasy  “dollar”  by  Thomas  L.  Elder. 
Continental  “dollar”  motif  on  one  side,  CON¬ 
FEDERATION  motif  on  the  other.  White  metal. 

MS-60,  prooflike.  HK-860 . 165.00 

1897  Bickford  dollar  issued  by  Dana  Bickford,  who 
envisioned  a  coin  convertible  the  world  over.  A 
very  interesting  historical  item!  HK-834.  MS- 
60 . 85.00 

Over  the  years  there  have  been  innumerable  suggestions  for 
international  coins  and  currencies  exchangeable  at  fixed  (rather 
than  fluctuating)  rates;  none  has  ever  worked.  We  wonder  if 
the  proposed  European  Economic  Community  “ecu”  (Euro¬ 
pean  Currency  Unit)  system  will  work;  so  far,  it  seems  to  have 
some  glitches. 


1897  Bickford  dollar  HK-835.  AU . 75.00 

1897  Bickford  dollar.  HK-836.  AU . 75.00 
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1900  Lesher  dollar.  EF-45.  Zerbe-1;  first  type 
without  business  name.  Hand-engraved  serial 
no.  26;  from  the  Cowell  Collection  (there  as  VF) 
auctioned  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1923;  more  re¬ 
cently  auctioned  by  the  Kagins,  then  in  the 
1993  ANA  Sale,  to  Anthony  Terranova,  to  us.  A 
sharp  and  attractive  piece;  the  first  we  can 
recall  having  offered  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  in 
many  years,  if  ever . 2,350.00 

The  Lesher  “dollars”  have  been  widely  studied  over  the  years. 
The  authoritative  work  remains  the  article  by  Adna  Wilde, 
“Lesher  Referendeum  Medals:  Where  Are  They  Today?”  in  The 
Numismatist,  February  1978,  now  available  as  a  reprint,  with 
updating,  from  the  ANA. 

In  brief,  Joseph  Lesher,  who  lived  in  Victor,  Colorado  close  by 
the  town  hall,  was  an  advocate  of  silver,  having  mined  the  metal 
in  the  Georgetown  area  of  Colorado  during  the  preceding 
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Mercury  Dime 
Starter  Collection 

For  the  Connoisseur 

Mercury  dimes  are  very  beautiful,  and  when 
the  design  was  first  introduced  in  1916,  numis¬ 
matists  were  lavish  in  their  praise.  This  apprecia¬ 
tion  remains  undiminished  today,  and  these 
dimes,  minted  through  1945,  are 
very  popular. 

In  the  Mercury  dime  series 
we  believe  that  MS- 64 
represents  an  excellent 
value — an  ideal  meeting 
ground  between  high  grade 
and  low  price.  We  offer  you 
a  starter  collection  of  pieces 
dated  in  the  1 940s.  This  is  a 
great  way  to  start  on  a  late-date 
set  of  Mercury  dimes  of  the  1 940s, 
with  the  assurance  that  the  pieces  are  truly 
beautiful.  Each  coin  is  brilliant  and  lustrous. 

♦  MERCURY  DIME  STARTER  COLLECTION, 
MS-64,  SET  #17:  Contains  coins  that  at  our 
regular  prices  list  for  $  1 00  or  more. 

Net  $87  postpaid. 


Special  Deals 

Early  Copper  Pair 

You  get  the  following  (our  choice  of  dates): 

♦  Classic  Head  half  cent  from  the  1820s  or  1830s, 
AU-50  or  finer,  value  $  149  or  more. 

♦  Matron  Head  large  cent  from  the  1  830s,  EF-40  or 
finer,  value  $135  or  more. 

EARLY  COPPER  SET  #18:  Special  for  the  pair:  $249. 

Gem  Buffalo  Michels 

What  a  great  way  to  start  or  add  to  a  Buffalo 
nickel  set!  Each  is  a  gem  certified  by  PCGS!  The 
coins  and  our  regular  prices  are  given,  followed  by 
your  special  discount  for  the  lot: 

♦  1913-S  Buffalo  nickel,  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
$750. 

♦  1935-S  Buffalo  nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS).  $95. 

♦  1  937-S  Buffalo  nickel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb 
gem!  $350. 

♦  1938-D  Buffalo  nickel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb 
gem!  $79. 

BUFFALO  NICKEL  SET  #19:  Four  coins,  total 
value:  $1,274.  $1,095  postpaid. 

BUFFALO  NICKEL  SET  #20:  As  above,  but 
without  the  191  3-S  nickel.  Three  coins,  total 
value:  $524,  for  $469  postpaid. 
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decade.  He  sought  to  publicize  silver  in  his  own  way,  and 
possibly  to  create  a  profit,  by  having  struck  a  number  of 
octagonal  medals,  or  “dollars”  (as  numismatists  have  likened 
them) ,  which  would  be  redeemable  for  $  1 .25  “in  currency  coin 
or  merchandise”  (to  quote  part  of  the  piece’s  inscription).  The 
government  took  umbrage  to  this  private  coining  enterprise 
and  put  a  halt  to  the  venture,  but  not  before  several  different 
varieties  were  issued  to  total  extent  of  nearly  2,000  pieces 
(Adna  Wilde  postulates  exactly  1,869  pieces),  of  which  about 
400  are  known  to  exist  today.  The  variety  offered  here  is 
believed  to  have  been  the  first  issued  and  to  have  been  struck 
to  the  extent  of  100  pieces. 

Notes:  A  number  of  years  ago  we  purchased  the  Whiteley 
Collection  intact  and  sold  it  into  the  William  Henderson  Collec¬ 
tion;  this  is  the  largest  collection  of  Lesher  “dollars”  ever 
formed.  Today,  the  American  Numismatic  Association  is  the 
owner  of  the  Lesher  house  in  Victor. 

1900  Lesher  dollar.  Zerbe-2.  A.B.  Bumstead, 

Victor,  Colo.  AU-58.  Sharply  struck.  Lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  gunmetal-blue  toning.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  piece.  Serial  No.  520 . 1,750.00 

Bumstead  was  a  grocer  on  North  Street  in  Victor,  and  was  the 
first  merchant  to  utilize  Lesher’s  novel  means  of  exchange. 

1901  Lesher  dollar.  Zerbe-9.  George  Mullen, 

Victor,  Colo.  Serial  No.  1550.  VF-30,  brilliant. 
Cleaned,  and  in  need  of  natural  retoning.  A  rare 
imprint;  one  of  just  100  believed  to  have  been 
struck  (cf.  Adna  Wilde’s  estimate) . 1,495.00 


Gem  Boyd  Park  Lesher  “Dollar” 


1901  Lesher  dollar.  Zerbe-10  Boyd 
Park.  MS-64  Prooflike.  A  gem  specimen  of 
this  scarce  issue . 2,950.00 

Boyd  Park  was  a  jeweler  located  at  16th  and  Curtis  streets, 
Denver,  in  an  area  which  a  decade  later  became  known  as  “The 
Broadway  of  the  West,”  from  the  myriad  electric  bulbs  orna¬ 
menting  the  theatres  on  Curtis  Street.  Adna  Wilde  estimated 
that  about  200  Lesher  “dollars”  were  made  for  Park. 
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See  something  of  interest?  Call  now 
toll-free  1-800-222-5993 
to  reserve  your  order  or  to  charge  it 
to  your  Visa,  MasterCard  or 
American  Express  account 
(in  NH:  603-569-5095). 


Tokens  and  Medals 

Betts-516. 18th-century  William  Pitt  medal,  bronze. 
MS-60.  Glossy  brown,  excellent  quality.  Obverse 
GVLIELMVS  PITT  (William  Pitt)  to  each  side  of 
high  relief  portrait;  reverse  with  allegorical  in¬ 
scription:  THE  MAN  WHO  HAVING  SAVED  THE 
PARENT  PLEADED  WITH  SUCCESS  FOR  HER 
CHILDREN;  England  was  the  “parent”  and  the 
colonies  were  the  “children.” . 225.00 


Columbia  and  Washington  Medal 


1787  Columbia  and  Washington  medal. 
VF-30.  Some  edge  bumps  as  normal  for  the 
grade.  Large  copper  medal.  An  extremely  splen¬ 
did  specimen,  eclipsing  the  Fine  example  we 
offered  in  the  Garrett  Collection  (Lot  1960,  sold 
in  1981) . 2,995.00 

This  medal,  believed  to  have  been  struck  in  the  United  States, 
possibly  from  dies  by  Paul  Revere.  While  the  present  writer’s 
page-length  essay  on  this  medal  on  p.  94  of  the  Garrett 
Collection  is  recommended  for  further  reading,  as  especially  is 
a  book.  Voyages  of  the  Columbia  to  the  Northwest  Coast,  by  F.W. 
Howay,  it  is  appropriate  to  note  a  few  details  here.  This  massive 
medal  depicts  two  sailing  ships,  the  Columbia,  212  feet  in 
length  and  of  212  tons  displacement,  said  to  have  been  the  first 
vessel  to  have  carried  the  Stars  and  Stripes  around  the  globe; 
and  its  smaller  consort,  the  90-ton  Washington. 

The  obverse  of  the  medal  depicts  the  two  ships.  The  reverse 
bears  around  the  border  this  inscription:  FITTED  AT  BOSTON 
N.  AMERICA  FOR  THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN.  In  the  center  of  the 
reverse  in  six  lines  appears  this:  BY /  J.  BARRELL  /  S.,  BROWN 
C.  BULFINCH  /  J.  DARBY  C.  HATCH  /  J.M.  PINTARD  /  1787. 

Captain  John  Kendrick  was  selected  to  head  the  voyage.  The 
ships  sailed  on  September  30, 1787  and  returned  to  Boston  on 
August  10,  1790.  During  the  explorations  of  the  coastal  areas 
of  what  are  now  Washington  and  Oregon,  and  stops  in  other 
places,  examples  of  these  medals  were  given  to  natives.  Today, 
probably  fewer  than  two  dozen  examples  survive.  The  Fine 
Garrett  Collection  piece  was  bought  by  John  Weston  Adams, 
who  a  number  of  years  later  sold  it  to  Q.  David  Bowers,  in  whose 
collection  it  remains. 

Should  the  buyer  of  the  present  medal  wish  to  spend  a 
weekend  steeped  in  its  history,  we  will  be  pleased  to  loan  our 
reference  copy  of  the  Howay  book  for  this  purpose. 

1858  J.A.  Bolen.  Pioneer  Base  Ball  Club,  Organized 
April  30, 1 858,  Hampden  Park,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Obverse  motif  with  player  at  bat.  Reverse  with 
two  bats  and  balls.  One  of  the  earliest  American 
numismatic  items  relating  to  this  sport,  and  one 
of  Bolen’s  earliest  medallic  productions.  White 
metal.  Rulau’s  Mass. -578.  Just  125  were  struck 

in  white  metal.  MS-63 . 875.00 

1831  French  silver  S-fra^cs  (dollar-size) 
counterstamped  PHILLIPS  /  CHEAP/  STORE  / 
NAYADES  ST.  /  N.O.  Pleasing  VF  grade.  A  very 
handsome,  boldly  stamped  specimen  of  this 

early  New  Orleans  merchant . 395.00 

1855  U.S.  Arsenal,  Springfield,  Mass.,  on  1855 
cent.  MS-63  Prooflike.  A  spectacular  overstrike 
of  this  early  medal  by  Springfield  diecutter 
James  A.  Bolen;  the  undertype  cent  is  quite 
detailed . 895.00 


1893  Columbian  Exposition.  U.S.  Treasury  medal, 
brass;  struck  at  the  fair.  Rulau-X5.  EF  ...29.00 


1893  Columbian  Exposition.  United  States  Trea¬ 
sury  medal,  brass;  struck  at  the  fair.  Rulau-X5A. 

F-VF . 29.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition.  U.S.  Treasury  medal, 
brass;  struck  at  the  fair.  Rulau-X5.  VF. ..  19.00 
1893  Columbian  Exposition.  Elongated  Indian  cent 
with  Expo,  inscription  embossed.  AU.  ...25.00 
1893  Columbian  Exposition.  Elongated  Indian  cent 

with  Expo,  inscription  embossed.  EF . 19.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition.  Elongated  1889  Lib¬ 
erty  5c;  date  very  bold  on  nickel.  EF . 65.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition.  Columbus.  Box 
medal.  Opens  to  reveal  lady’s  photographic 
portrait.  Items  of  this  genre  (box  trade  dollars 
and  Columbian  halves  also  exist)  are  quite 
unusual  and  are  highly  desired.  Rulau-B103. 

VF . 175.00 

1907  Jamestown  Tercentenary.  Rulau-E58C.  Brass. 

AU . 25.00 

1909  Alaska-Yukon-Pacific  Exposition.  Seal  of  Se¬ 
attle.  HK-355.  Copper.  AU . 35.00 

1909  Hudson  bronze  daalder.  Rulau-N23B. 

AU . 95.00 

1909  Hudson  silver  daalder.  Rulau-N23A. 
AU . 95.00 

1915  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition. 

Brass.  HK-400.  AU . 65.00 

1916  Panama  California  Exposition.  Copper.  HK- 

430.  MS-60 . 55.00 

1964  Nevada  Centennial.  Silver.  MS-63,  brilliant 
and  lustrous . 25.00 

Currency 

1862  Alton,  New  Hampshire  scrip,  set  of  5<C,  10<t, 
25<t,  and  50<t  notes  issued  with  date  of  Novem¬ 
ber  26,  1862,  by  Jones  &  Sawyer.  From  a  small 
hoard.  Black  printing  on  front;  green  on  back. 
Used  as  a  currency  substitute  during  the  Civil 
War  when  specie  payments  were  in  suspension. 
Average  VF  grade.  Set  of  four  (as  we  go  to  press, 
just  19  sets  remain)  $39.95;  5  sets  for  ...  175.00 
1862  Alton,  New  Hampshire.  J.  Jones  and  A.H. 
Sawyer  printed  scrip  notes,  signed  and  used, 
dated  October  18,  1862.  Fine  to  VF.  A  nice 
memento  of  the  time  when  coins  were  absent 
from  circulation,  and  the  need  for  exchange 
was  filled  by  substitutes  such  as  this.  We 
bought  a  group  of  notes  (as  we  go  to  press, 
just  23  remain).  Buy  10  for  $80.,  or  just  one 

for: . 11.00 

1862  $5  Legal  Tender.  Crisp  New.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  from  a  little  group  put  away  at  the  time  of 
issue.  As  we  go  to  press,  only  five  remain  in  our 
stock!  If  you  want  quality,  this  is  it!  ....895.00 

1862  $5  Legal  Tender.  AU  Serial  #35963.650.00 

1863  Fractional  Currency  5<t.  Reverse  Specimen 

printing;  uniface,  as  always.  F-1232  SP.  EF. 
Pinholes . 49.00 

1886  Silver  Certificate.  F-263.  Choice  New. 
Popular  type  displaying  five  Morgan  dollars 
dated  1886  on  the  reverse.  A  nice  association 
item  for  a  silver  dollar  collection . 2,495.00 
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Fractional  Currency  Shield.  F-1382.  Circa 
1869  VF.  Some  light  water  staining  at  bottom, 
as  usual.  An  attractive  specimen  of  this  great 
display  item.  It  will  look  great  in  your  office  or 
den!  I  (Dave  Bowers)  have  one  of  these  dis¬ 
played  in  the  hall  just  outside  my  office,  and 
everyone  enjoys  it! . 3,900.00 

Note:  Add  $100  for  crating  and  shipping  to  anywhere  in  the 
U.S.  Measurements  of  Shield:  24”  wide  by  28”  high.  Color 
snapshot  available  for  $5,  refundable  with  purchase. 

Historical  background:  In  the  late  1860s  an  estimated  400 
Fractional  Currency  Shields  were  made  by  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment.  Each  consists  of  a  printed  background  with  an  eagle  and 
stars  at  the  top  and  a  large  shield  at  the  center.  39  proof  (special 
one-sided  impressions)  notes  were  pasted  on  the  shield,  and 
the  entire  piece  was  mounted  under  glass  in  a  wooden  frame 
with  a  gilt  inner  frame.  These  were  distributed  to  banks  and 
displayed  there,  where  they  could  be  used  to  compare  sus¬ 
pected  counterfeit  notes  with  the  genuine  impressions  on  the 
shield.  We  estimate  that  only  a  few  hundred  Fractional  Cur¬ 
rency  Shields  still  exist  today.  Of  all  original  American  numis¬ 
matic  items,  this  is  one  of  the  most  displayable. 

Americana, 

Numismatic  and  Other 

1 722  New  Hampshire  Claim.  Mason,  Allen  &  Usher 

claim.  4-page  statement.  Important  historical 
document  from  the  Patricia  Rideout  Nestor 
Collection.  Lot  5163  in  our  Chris  Schenkel 
Collection  sale,  November  1990 . 495.00 

1723  New  Hampshire  Claim.  Mason,  Allen  &  Usher 

claim.  4-page  statement.  Exceedingly  impor¬ 
tant  historical  document,  also  from  the  Patricia 
Rideout  Nestor  Collection.  Lot  5164  in  our 
Chris  Schenkel  Collection  sale,  November  1990. 
A  companion  to  the  preceding . 495.00 

1792-3  Treasury  reports,  large  folio  size. 
Large-folio  printed  accounts  of  government 
expenditures  covering  many  different  items 
and  areas,  including  the  Mint.  One  is  titled  An 
Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the 
United  States,  For  the  Year  1 792,  and  the  other, 
Sundry  Statements  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  in  Conformity  with  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  of  January, 
1793.  VG.  The  pair: . 1,950.00 

1864  half  dollar,  engraved  in  script  on  the  reverse 
as  follows:  Coined  from  Silver  taken  from  the 
ruins  of  Masonic  Hall,  Burnt  April  6th  1864.  EF- 
45;  holed  for  suspension . 395.00 

This  genre  of  half  dollar  has  been  described  by  Russell  Rulau 
in  United  States  Trade  Tokens,  Vol.  II,  under  Massachusetts, 
and,  definitively,  by  Mark  B.  Hotz  in  The  Numismatist,  February 
1993.  This  specific  coin  is  mentioned  on  p.  190.  Apparently, 
after  the  ruins  of  the  edifice  were  examined,  blobs  of  molten 
silver,  quite  possibly  from  flatware  or  Masonic  regalia,  were 
recovered,  taken  to  the  Mint,  and  silver  half  dollars  were  coined 
therefrom. 

1873-1876  Love  token  engraved  on  the  obverse  of 
a  San  Francisco  Mint  trade  dollar  of  the  Type  I 
(1873-1876)  style.  Ex  F.C.C.  Boyd  Collection. 
Monogram  “CS”  or  “SC”.  Fine . 140.00 

Steam  fire  engine  postcard,  circa  1910:  Americana 
at  its  finest!  Circa  1910.  Ottawa,  Ohio  Fire 
Department  post  card.  “Ready  for  action.”  Origi¬ 
nal  (not  a  reprint)  sepia-colored  card,  unused, 
shows  a  span  of  white  horses  drawing  an 
Amoskeag-type  steam  pump  fire  engine,  with  a 
retinue  of  fire  fighters  bringing  up  the  rear,  all 
posed  in  front  of  the  station  house.  This  type  of 
card  is  the  creme  de  la  creme  subject  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  history  of  fire  fighting.  We 


bought  several  dozen  of  these,  and  offer  them 
for,  each  $19.50,  or  buy  10  for,  the  lot  125.00 
Steam  fire  engine  postcard,  another  variety:  Circa 
1910.  Ottawa,  Ohio  Fire  Department  post  card. 
Another  view  of  the  same  Amoskeag-type  fire 
engine  and  crew,  posed  in  front  of  the  fire  station. 
Unused.  A  nice  companion  to  the  preceding,  each 

$19.50,  or  buy  10  for,  the  lot . 125.00 

PICK  A  PAIR  OF  POSTCARDS:  Buy  one  of  each 
card,  a  nicely  matched  pair,  regular  price  $19.50 
x2  =  $38.50,  forjust  $32.00,  or  buy  lOpairsfor 

only . 235.00 

1918  Illinois  commemorative  display  item!  1918 
Illinois  Centennial  shield-shaped  badge  enclos¬ 
ing  a  Mint  State  1918  Lincoln-Illinois  half  dol¬ 
lar,  suspended  from  an  imprinted  blue  ribbon 
and  a  metal  hanger,  the  latter  inscribed  1918  / 
ILLINOIS  CENTENNIAL/  1918.  A  very  scarce 
item;  we  have  seen  only  a  few  others  over  a  long 
period  of  years.  A  great  piece  for  exhibit  with  a 

commemorative  collection! . 795.00 

Brasher  tablespoon.  Circa  1790s  silver  table¬ 
spoon  made  by  Ephraim  Brasher  (of  gold  dou¬ 
bloon  fame),  and  bearing  his  “EB”  hallmark  on 
the  underside.  We  purchased  two  of  these  and 

offer  them  for,  each  . 1,495.00 

Steinfeld’s  French  Cognac  Bitters  bottle,  circa  1 860s 
New  York.  An  extremely  rare  (we  have  had  just 
one  other  over  the  years)  original  bottle  which 
once  contained  the  drink  specifically  adver¬ 
tised  on  encased  postage  stamps  by  the  firm. 
The  name  of  Steinfeld  and  the  product  appear 
in  raised  letters  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  On 
the  side  of  the  bottle  is  “S.  ST”  and  “PATENT” 
arranged  in  a  circle,  and  a  medallion  with  an 
eagle.  On  the  base  is  the  inscription 
“STEINFELD’S  FRENCH  COGNAC  BITTERS.” 
Medium  amber  color.  11-1/2"  high.  An  out¬ 
standing  exhibit  item  for  the  encased  postage 

stamp  specialist . 995.00 

1933  Assay.  AC-78.  Matte  Proof-64.  Was  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  Chief  Engraver  John  R.  Sinnock.  595.00 

World  Coins 

1877  Japanese  trade  dollar.  With  mim¬ 
icked  inscription  “420  GRAINS.  TRADE 
DOLLAR.  900  FINE,”  copied  in  the  English 
language  directly  from  the  contemporary  U.S. 
trade  dollar!  AU-58,  very  close  to  Mint  State.  A 
nice  go-with  for  the  U.S.  trade  dollar  specialist. 
1,495.00 

British  East  Africa  set,  1922.  Five-piece  set  of 
copper  and  silver  issues,  average  MS-64:  • 
1922-H  one-cent  piece,  KM-22  *  1921  five-cent 
piece,  KM-18  •  1922  10-cent  piece,  KM-19  • 
1922  50-cent  piece  or  half  shilling,  KM-20  • 
1922  shilling,  KM-21.  The  coins  are  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  maroon  leather  case  lined  with  purple 
velvet.  The  case  is  stamped  in  gold  leaf  “East 
African  Currency  Board  /  1 922.”  An  interesting 
an  unusual  set  for  the  numismatist  who  appre¬ 
ciates  the  20th-century  issues  of  the  British 

Empire . 2,450.00 

Great  Britain.  1934  George  V  crown.  MS- 
60.  Mintage:  932.  A  lovely  Mint  State  specimen 

of  this  important  classic  issue . 1,850.00 

Great  Britain.  1934  George  V  crown.  AU- 
55.  Mintage:  932.  This  is  the  lowest  mintage 


regular  issue  British  crown  of  the  past  several 

centuries! . 1,475.00 

Great  Britain.  1934  George  V  crown.  MS- 
60.  This  issue  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  all 
modern  British  crowns;  only  932  were 
struck.  A  very  attractive  coin  that  will  please 

the  connoisseur . 2,295.00 

Mexico.  Silver  8  reales.  1874/3-Go.  F.R  AU-58.  69.00 
Mexico.  Silver  8  reales.  1875-Go.  F.R.  AU-58.  69.00 
Sweden.  1749  Plate  money.  Half  daler.  Very  Fine. 
Attractive  old-time  copper  patination.  One  of 
the  most  famous  styles  of  “odd  and  curious” 
money.  Approximately  rectangular,  heavy  cop¬ 
per  plate,  about  4x4.5  inches,  counterstamped 
at  the  center  and  comers  to  indicate  official 


origin.  A  nice  display  item!  . 275.00 

Switzerland.  1741  Davenport-1 750.  Basel  City 
View  taler.  MS-63,  prooflike . 1,425.00 


Switzerland.  1798  Davenport-1760. 
KM36A,  Bern,  MS-64.  Thaler  ...1,395.00 


Switzerland.  1812  C-10.  Vaud.  MS-63, 
prooflike.  40  Batz.  Vaud  was  the  center  of 
the  Swiss  music  box  industry  in  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury . 3,150.00 

Switzerland.  1813  C-59-A  Zurich.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  40  Batz . 1,495.00 


Switzerland.  1816  C-8.  Appenzell.  MS-63. 4 
Franken . 3,850.00 


World  Currency 

Starter  collection  of  British  Armed  Forces  currency 
comprising  seven  different  varieties.  Each  note 
is  Choice  to  Gem  New:  •  £1.  2nd  Series.  1950. 
PM-22  •  £5.  2nd  Series.  1950.  PM-23  •  £1. 3rd 
Series.  PM-29  •  £1.  4th  series.  PM-36  •  5p.  6th 
Series.  1972.  PM-44  •  lOp.  6th  series.  1972. 
PM-45  •  50p.  6th  series.  1972.  PM-46b.  Here  is 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  start  a  collection  of 
these  distinctive  pieces!  The  total  catalogue 
value  (based  on  the  1990  6th  edition,  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money)  is  over  $125. 
The  set  of  seven  is  offered  at  just  15.00,  or  buy 
10  sets  forjust  $99.50. 


Page  54 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  95 


i*Wi 


rtl*W  0„  t 

y  'he  Can, 


^n<rtd  marhf, 
ZlZLHrwstr,,,, 


m,|lwn  V«n 

ioom  or, I 

i  ,nor'  'h.n 


|  the  COIN  D 

-  Our  Jlsf  _  _ _ / 


Q»f  3)  5<  l-VH' 

Other  good  news  in  the  coin  market  comes  fri 
Bowers  Sc  Mcrena's  auction  of  the  Robert  V* 
realized  S2.3  million,  with  spirited  bidding  I 

January  15, 1993 

Market  vitality  was  also  seen  Dowers  &  Me 
Arsdall  and  Antelope  Valley  Collections.  V 
the  tuunrnering  of  the  first  lot,  and  biddinJfl 
Many  lots  were  being  pursued  by  more  ilflP 
is  still  plenty  of  penHip  demand  for  quality  i 
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News! 


Consign  Them  to  a  Spectacular 
Bowers  and  Merena  Auction! 

It’s  easy  to  see  why  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc.  is  America’s  leading  rare  coin  auction 
house.  Just  read  any  of  the  hobby’s  weekly 


Dear  Dave  and  Dick: 

□  Please  send  me  more  information  on  consigning  my  coins  to  your  next 
spectacular  auction.  My  holding  can  be  described  briefly  as: 


publications,  which  keep  their  finger  on  the 
pulse  of  today’s  market  —  and  continually 
headline  Bowers  and  Merena ’s  auction  success! 

By  toll-free  telephone,  you  are  just  seconds 
away  from  realizing  top  market  prices  for  YOUR 
collection.  Whether  it  is  valued  at  several 
thousand  dollars  or  several  million  dollars,  Q. 
David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  Dr. 

Richard  “Rick”  Bagg,  and  OUR  entire  staff  are 
ready  to  showcase  your  coins  to  their  finest 
advantage.  Private  collectors  and  dealers  alike 
love  doing  business  with  us!  Join  us  by  consign¬ 
ing  to  our  next  news-making  event! 

Call  or  return  the  coupon  below  for  more 
information.  It  may  be  the  most  profitable 
decision  you  have  ever  made!  Call  toll-free  today 
at  1-800-458-4646!  Ask  for  Rick  Bagg  or  Dave 
Bowers!  A  BIG  CHECK  could  then  be  on  its 
way  to  you! 

RCR9^ 

Name 


Address 


□  Please  call  me  to  talk  about  my  collection. 


State 


Daytime  phone 


We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon! 
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/Indians  lit/  Hou/crs  anil  Merena,  I  in:. 

Box  1224  *  Wolfeboro  New  Hampshire  03894  ★Toll  free:  800-458-4646  *  In  NH:  (603)  569-5095 


Numismatic 
Books  For  Bale 


Great  books  at  discount  prices l 


i 


BOOKS  are  the  key  to  fun  and  profit! 

Today  we  have  more  great  titles  in  print  than  ever 
before.  Books  are  the  best  way  to  learn  about  coins, 
and  with  our  special  discounts,  Bowers  and  Merena 
clients  such  as  you  can  buy  books  for  prices  you’ll 
find  to  be  superb  values!  The  collectors  who  have 
made  the  best  profits  in  coin  investing  or  trading, 
and  have  enjoyed  coins  the  most,  are  the  collectors 
who  have  built  a  basic  library  of  useful  books! 

Your  discount  is  10%  to  20%!  If  you  buy 
up  to  $100  list  price  worth  of  books  in  the  pages  to 
follow,  take  a  10%  discount.  Best  deal:  Buy  $100.01 
or  more  list  price  worth  of  books  and  take  a 
whopping  20%  discount!  This  is  our  way  of  helping 
you  build  your  library.  And  each  book  comes  with 
a  30-day,  money-back  guarantee! 

We  have  been  shipping  tons  of  books  to 
our  clients!  In  fact,  our  Publications  Department  is 
one  of  our  busiest,  most  active  divisions.  You  will 
like  our  value  and  our  cheerful,  speedy  service.  You 
can  order  three  ways: 

>  BY  TELEPHONE,  TOLL-FREE:  Have  your 
credit  card  (Visa,  MasterCard,  or  American  Ex¬ 
press)  and  a  list  of  our  stock  numbers  ready.  Dial  1  - 
800-222-5993,  ask  for  our  Publications  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  we’ll  take  your  order,  total  it,  apply  your 
best  discount,  and  send  the  books  to  you  right 
away. 

►  BY  FAX  ANY  TIME  OF  DAY:  Send  us  a  list 
of  the  stock  numbers  of  the  books  you  want,  and 
your  credit  card  (Visa,  MasterCard,  or  American 
Express)  number  and  expiration  date.  Our  fax 
number  is  603-569-5319.  If  the  urge  to  buy  books 
strikes  you  at  3:00  a.m.,  fax  us  then,  and  we’ll  see 
it  when  we  open  up  for  business. 


>  BY  MAIL:  Use  the  handy  coupon  furnished 
with  this  issue  and  mail  us  your  order.  We’ll  take 
care  of  it  promptly. 

The  Latest  News 

New  book!  At  the  ANA  Convention  we  picked 
up  an  advance  copy  of  the  new  book,  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  by  Randy  Wiley 
and  Bill  Bugert,  both  of  whom  came  by  to  say  hello 
to  us.  They  reported  that  those  who  have  seen  their 
book  really  like  it. 

This  new  release  is  an  8.5  x  1 1 -inch  hardbound, 
234  pages,  with  564  illustrations.  It  contains  a 
date-by-date  analysis  of  the  series,  including  his¬ 
tory,  rarity,  and  market  prices.  The  book  is  a  fine 
addition  to  our  own  reference  library,  and  it  will  be 
a  fine  addition  to  yours,  too.  Stock  No.  BBU-110. 
List  price  is  $59.95,  but,  as  you  know,  you’ll  earn  a 
discount  of  10%  or  20%  from  this.  Congratulations 
to  authors  Randy  and  Bill  for  a  job  well  done! 

Dave's  Silver  Dollar  Book 

As  you  know,  if  you’ve  been  a  client  for  more 
than  a  month  or  two,  the  big  news  around  our 
Publications  Department  has  been  Dave  Bowers’ 
book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  We  have  two  mes¬ 
sages  concerning  this  mammoth  two-volume,  2, 1 92- 
page,  extensively  illustrated  set: 

Message  #1:  If  you’ve  ordered  and  paid  for 
(or  provided  credit  card  info  for)  your  copy,  it  has 
been  shipped.  This  was  done  at  the  end  of  August. 
Your  copy  should  arrive  very  soon,  if  it  has  not 
arrived  already.  We  hope  you  will  find  the  book  to 
be  all  we  said  it  was,  and  more. 

Message  #2:  If  you  have  not 
ordered  your  two-volume  set,  we  in¬ 
vite  you  to  do  so.  Only  a  few  hundred 
copies  remain  for  sale.  The  list  price  for 
a  hardbound  set  is  $149.00,  which  is 
subject  to  a  discount  of  20%,  which 
nets  to  $119.20,  plus  $7  shipping,  for 
a  total  net  of  $126.20.  Order  early,  as 
these  are  going  quickly. 

Gold  Coins  are  Popular! 

For  those  of  you  interested  in  gold 
coins,  here  are  two  favorites  that  you 
will  want  for  your  library. 

Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins,  by 


NEW  ARRIVAL! 


LIBERTY 
SEATED 
HALF  DOLLARS 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

by  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert 
The  new  release  on  this  popular  series 
contains  a  date-by-date  analysis,  includ¬ 
ing  the  history  of  the  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar,  its  rarity,  and  market  prices.  This 
234- page  illustrated  hardcover  will  make 
a  fine  addition  to  any  numismatic  refer¬ 
ence  library. 

►  Hardbound  (BBU-1 10)  Pub.  $59.95 


Douglas  Winter,  is  a  dandy,  compact  book  of  140 
pages.  It  details  the  $1,  $2.50,  and  $5  pieces 
produced  at  that  facility  from  1838  through  1861, 
with  information  concerning  rarity,  availability, 
and  striking  characteristics.  In  softbound  format 
(Stock  No.  BWI-812)  it  lists  at  $14.95. 

New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins,  by  the  same 
author,  over  200  pages,  is  another  desirable  book 
for  your  library.  In  softbound  format  (Stock  No. 
BWI-814)  it  lists  for  $19.95,  and  in  hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BWI-815)  for  $31.95. 

Check  the  special  deals  and  check  the 
listings  on  the  next  several  pages.  Send  us  your 
order,  and  you’ll  be  on  your  way  to  lots  of  knowl¬ 
edge  and  enjoyment! 


Sincerely  yours. 


Doug  Plasencia 
Publications  Department 


Coinage  for  the  Blind 

The  following  comes  from  Henry  Hettger,  an 
occasional  contributor  to  this  publication: 

An  intriguing  letter  in  the  U.S.  Mint  corre¬ 
spondence  files,  dated  December  22,  1882, 
contains  the  request  by  General  William  S. 
Rosecrans  and  a  Mr.  Fisher,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Coinage,  to  have  a  specimen 
coin  prepared  that  could  be  distinguished  by 
touch.  This  requirement  was  necessitated  by 
the  call  to  provide  coinage  that  would  serve  the 
needs  of  the  blind  population,  which  had  diffi¬ 
culty  in  distinguishing  the  various  denomina¬ 
tions  quickly.  Whereas  today  we  accept  the 
prominent  availability  of  parking  spaces  desig¬ 
nated  for  the  handicapped,  our  coins  have 
never  been  adapted  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 
blind  citizens,  who  are  faced  with  the  perennial 
problem  of  making  or  accepting  change  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  see  and  distinguish  it. 

Rosecrans  and  Fisher  had  requested  the 
preparation  of  a  specimen  of  a  one-cent  minor 
coin  with  a  raised  point  in  the  center  and 
concave  sides.  If  such  a  specimen  coin  or  pat¬ 
tern  die  trial  piece  was  prepared,  it  has  not 
survived  to  the  present.  However,  an  1882 
nickel  is  described  by  Judd  (#1697),  of  the 
regular  dies,  but  with  five  equally  spaced  bars 
on  the  edge,  the  so-called  “blindman’s  nickel.” 

There  are  1884  pattern  die  trial  pieces  that 
are  perforated,  or  designed  with  a  central  hole 
of  varying  size — a  larger  one  on  the  one-cent 
pattern,  and  a  small  one  on  the  five-cent  pat¬ 
tern,  the  latter  having  a  hole  that  is  octagonal  in 
shape.  An  1885/3  perforated  one-cent  pattern 
die  trial  piece  has  a  large  hole  in  the  planchet. 
It  is  most  likely  that  these  perforated  coins  were 
experiments  in  coin  design  that  would  aid  the 
blind  in  determining  coin  denominations  by 
touch  rather  than  by  sight. 

Even  today,  this  problem  has  not  been  solved 
in  coin  design. 
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Build  Your  Library 
With  Q.  David  Bowers 


At  the  ANA  Convention,  quite  a 
few  people  came  up  to  say  that  they 
have  made  a  specialty  of  collecting 
each  book  written  by  Dave  Bowers. 
Each  time  a  new  title  comes  out, 
they  buy  it. 

If  you  would  like  to  build  a  li¬ 
brary  of  Dave’s  books,  we  offer  two 
specials,  as  follows.  Each  is  priced 
net  (no  further  discounts)  and  will 
save  you  over  20%!  Further,  and 
quite  possibly  most  important,  each 
book  is  guaranteed  to  bring  you  a 
lot  of  informative,  valuable,  and  in¬ 
teresting  reading!  Do  you  know  that 
Dave  Bowers  has  won  more  Numis¬ 
matic  Literary  Guild  and  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  writing 
honors  than  any  other  author? 

♦  Dave’s  Special  #1:  LITTLE 
BOOKS.  With  this  special  you  get  a 
nice  group  of  Dave’s  smaller  books, 
5.5  x  8.5  inches  in  size,  softbound, 
of  the  following  titles.  Receive  the 
following,  over  $139  worth  of 
books,  for  just  $99,  plus  $5  packing 
and  shipping. 

•  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Mar¬ 
ket.  A  highly-acclaimed  bestseller.  No 
active  coin  buyer  can  afford  to  be 
without  one!  372  pages,  softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-353.  List:  $19.95. 

•  Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States  Gold 
Coins.  (Foreword  by  David  Akers)  De¬ 
scribes  each  type  from  1795  onward, 
discusses  availability,  and  includes 
extensive  research  by  Dr.  Richard  A. 

Bagg.  122  pages,  softbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-350.  List:  $12.95. 

•  Coins  and  Collectors.  Reprint  of  Dave’s  first 
book,  published  in  1964.  Tens  of  thousands 
of  copies  sold  over  the  years!  Lots  of  interest¬ 
ing  coin  stories.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM- 
400.  List:  $9.95. 

•  High  Profits  From  Rare  Coin  Investment.  Details 
successful  methods  followed  by  notable  coin 
investors,  and  gives  many  facts,  opinions, 
and  ideas.  The  best-selling  book  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Over  400  pages,  softbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-104.  List:  $19.95. 

•  The  Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion.  Lots  of 


coin  stories  by  various  authors,  including  Q. 
David  Bowers.  224  pages,  softbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-200.  List:  $9.95. 

•  The  Numismatist’s  Fireside  Companion.  Lots  of 
coin  stories  by  various  authors,  including  Q. 
David  Bowers.  224  pages,  softbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-201.  List:  $9.95. 

•  The  Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion.  Lots  of 
coin  stories  by  various  authors,  including  Q. 
David  Bowers.  224  pages,  softbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-202.  List:  $9.95. 

•  The  Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion.  Lots 
of  coin  stories  by  various  authors,  including 
Q.  David  Bowers.  224  pages,  softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-203.  List:  $9.95. 

•  The  Strange  Career  of  Dr.  Wilkins:  A  Numismatic 
Inquiry.  Dr.  Wilkins,  who  lived  in  the  19th 
century,  counterstamped  coins  and  did  all 
sorts  of  other  things.  96  pages,  softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-420.  List:  $9.95. 

•  United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types:  An  Action 
Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  256  pages, 
softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-307.  List:  $9.95. 

•  United  States  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor.  1 7  6  pages,  softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List:  $9.95. 

•  United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  1 68  pages, 
softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List:  $9.95. 

•  United  States  Dimes,  Quarters,  and  Half  Dollars: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  2 1  5 
pages,  softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-304.  List: 
$9.95. 


♦  Dave's  Special  #2:  BIG  BOOKS. 

With  this  special  you  get  a  nice 
group  of  his  larger  books,  8.5  x  1  1 
inches  in  size,  of  the  following  ti¬ 
tles.  Over  $420  worth  of  books  for 
just  $299,  plus  $10  packing  and 
shipping. 

•  Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics.  Biography 
of  the  founder  of  the  Professional  Numisma¬ 


tists  Guild  and  one  of  America’s  most  famous 
dealers.  351  pages,  softbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-164.  List:  $19.95. 

•  Adventures  With  Rare  Coins.  (Introduction 
by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.)  One  of  Dave’s  most 
popular  books;  lots  of  anecdotes,  lots  of  sto¬ 
ries,  lots  of  pictures,  lots  of  interesting  read¬ 
ing!  306  pages,  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM- 
125.  List:  $24.95. 

•  The  American  Numismatic  Association  Centennial 
History.  This  work,  composed  of  two  deluxe 
hardbound  volumes,  chronicles  the  history 
of  the  ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.  In  a 
year-by-year  study,  Dave  analyzes  the  poli¬ 
tics,  personalities,  and  trends  that  shaped 
America’s  premier  numismatic  association. 

1 ,768  pages,  illustrated.  Stock  No.  BAN-71 0. 
List:  $159.00. 

•  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter:  A  Study  In  Rare  Coin 
Price  Performance.  A  must  for  the  library  of  any¬ 
one  interested  in  coin  price  trends,  fads, 
cycles,  etc.  A  study  of  the  market  from  1 963 
to  1988.  527  pages,  softbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-402.  List:  $34.95. 

•  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  All  you  ever  wanted  to 
know;  the  definitive  reference.  Award-win¬ 
ning.  768  pages,  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM- 
308A.  List:  $49.95. 

•  The  History  of  United  States  Coinage.  Written 
for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Illustrated 
with  coins  from  the  $25  million  Garrett  Col¬ 
lection.  A  beautiful,  award-winning  book 

that  is  virtually  equal  to  a  university 
course  in  numismatics!  572  pages, 
hard-bound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130. 
List:  $59.95. 

•  An  Inside  View  of  the  Coin  Hobby  In 
The  1930s:  The  Walter  P.  Nichols  File.  An 
inside  view  of  the  coin  market  by  a 
leading  dealer  of  the  1930s;  a  de¬ 
lightful  book  that  is  now  in  its  sec¬ 
ond  printing.  144  pages,  softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-155.  List:  $14.95. 

•  United  States  Gold  Coins.  An  Illustrated 
History.  Award-winning  book;  de¬ 
finitive  on  the  subject.  Illustrated  by  coins 
from  the  fabulous  Eliasberg  Collection.  415 
pages,  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List: 
$57.95. 

♦  Dave's  Grand  Slam  Home  Run 
Special.  All  21  of  Dave  Bowers' 
books,  Specials  #1  and  #2  com¬ 
bined,  total  list  value  $561.85.  SPE¬ 
CIAL  NET:  $385,  plus  $15  packing 
and  shipping. 
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ffered  below  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  the 
books  offered  for  sale  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  If  you  know  which 
books  you  wish  to  order,  just  find  them  on  the  list 
below,  note  the  Stock  number  and  price  and  call  us 
at  1-800-222-5993  to  place  your  order.  If  you 
would  like  more  information  on  any  book,  or 
would  like  to  browse  through  our  many  interesting 
titles,  check  through  the  pages  following  this  list. 

Abe  Kosoff  Remembers  Abe  Kosoff  (BKO-703)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-164)  $19.95  (sftbd) 
Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-125)  $24.95  (hrdbd) 

ANA  Anthology,  The  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder  (BAN-711)  $65  (hrdbd) 
ANA  Centennial  History,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BAN-710)  $159  (hrdbd) 

Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-309)  $9.95  (sftbd) 
Best  Buys  in  Rare  Coins  Donn  Pearlman  (BPE-100)  $8.95  (sftbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market,  A  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-353)  $19.95 
(sftbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  U.S.Gold  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-350/351)  $12.95  (sftbd)/ 
$19.95  (hrdbd) 

Catalogue  of  the  Louis  Helfenstein  Collection  Lester  Merkin  (BME-750)  $25.00 
(sftbd) 

Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BW1-812)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-402/403)  $34.95  (sftbd)/$49.95 
(hrdbd) 

Coin  World  Comprehensive  Catalog,  The  David  T.  Alexander  (BAL-100/101)  $19.95 
(sftbd)/$35.00  (hrdbd) 

Coinage  Laws  of  the  United  States  David  L.  Ganz  (BGA-100)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Coins  and  Collectors  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-400)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-308/308A/308B)  $39.95  (sftbd)/$49.95  (hrdbd)/$75  (deluxe  hrdbd) 
Compleat  Collector,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-158)  $4.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  To  Barber  Dimes,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-101)  $23.95  (sftbd) 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-102)  $24.95  (sftbd) 
Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels,  The  David  W.  Lange  (BLA-106)  $24.95  (sftbd) 
Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  The  Brian  Greer  (BGR-222)  $36.95 
(sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  The  A1  Blythe  (BBL-105)  $29.95 
(sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  The  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert 
(BBU-110)  $59.95  (hrdbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars,  The  Bruce  Fox  (BFO-107)  $29.95 
(sftbd) 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars,  The 

Van  Allen  /Mallis  (BVA-707/708)  $49.95  (sftbd)/$69.95  (hrdbd) 

Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia,  The  John  W.  Highfill  (BHI-127) 
$100.00  (hrdbd) 

Confessions  of  a  Numismatic  Fanatic  Frank  S.  Robinson  (BRO-710)  $19.95  (hrdbd) 
Eagle  That  Is  Forgotten,  The  Dr.  Joel  Orosz  (BOR-500/501)  $9.95  (sftbd)/$19.95 
(hrdbd) 

Early  Coins  of  America,  The  Sylvester  S.  Crosby  (BCR-271)  $45.00  (hrdbd) 

Early  HalfDollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836  AlC.  Overton  (BOV-100)  $59.95  (hrdbd) 
Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  U.S.  1796-1838  A.  W.  Browning  (BBR-81 1/812) 
$19.95  (sftbd)/$29.95  (hrdbd) 

Encyclopedia  of  Automatic  Instruments  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-801)  $49.00 
(hrdbd) 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  1892-1989  Swiatek/ 
Breen  (BSW-742)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Error  Coin  Encyclopedia,  The  Arnold  Margolis  (BMA-760)  $21.95  (sftbd) 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  Richard  Snow  (BSN-725)  $79.50  (hrdbd) 
Fractional  Money  Neil  Carothers  (BCA-835)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Gold  Coins  of  the  World  From  Ancient  Times  to  the  Present  Robert  Friedberg 

(BFR-902)  $55.00  (hrdbd) 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  U.S.  Gold  Coins  David  Akers  (BAK-749)  $19.95  (hrdbd) 
Hard  Times  Tokens  Russell  Rulua  (BRU-723)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

High  Profits  From  Rare  Coin  Investment  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-104)  $19.95 

(sftbd) 

Historical  Account  of  American  Coinage,  An  John  H.  Hickcox  (BHI100)  $9.95 

(sftbd) 


History  of  United  States  Coinage,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 130)  $59.95  (hrdbd) 
How  to  Grade  U.S.  Coins  James  L.  Halperin  (BHA-700)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

Inside  View  of  the  Coin  Hobby  In  The  1930s:  The  Walter  P.  Nichols  File,  An 

Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-155)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters  Larry  Briggs  (BBR-800)  $39.95  (sftbd) 

Making  Money  Ed  Rochette  (BRO-720)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Medals  of  the  United  States  Mint— The  First  Century,  1792-1892  Robert  W. 

Julian  (BJU-788)  $35.00  (hrdbd) 

Mint  Marks  Augustus  G.  Heaton  (BHE-950)  $6.95  (sftbd) 

Moxie  Encyclopedia,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-809)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Muriel  Ostriche:  Princess  of  Silent  Films  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-830/831)  $19.95 
(sftbd)/$24.95  (hrdbd) 

New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BW1-814/815)  $19.95  (sftbd)/ 
$31.95  (hrdbd) 

Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-821/822)  $19.95 
(sftbd)/$24.95  (hrdbd) 

Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy,  The  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-145)  $29.95 
(hrdbd) 

Numismatic  Typographica  William  Blades  (BBL-853)  $40.00  (hrdbd) 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-200)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Fireside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-201)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-202)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-206)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

Official  Identification  and  Price  Guide  to  Minting  Varieties  and  Errors,  The 

Alan  Herbert  (BHE-770)  $12.95  (sftbd) 

Other  Side  of  the  Coin,  The  Ed  Rochette  (BRO-719)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  William  S.  Sheldon  (BSH-100)  $50  (hrdbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  (Autographed  by  Walter  Breen)  Williams.  Sheldon  (BSH-101)  $75 
(hrdbd) 

Photograde  James  F.  Ruddy  (BRU-414)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Pioneer  Gold:  Auction  Analysis  Jerry  Kimmell  (BKI-750)  $39.95  (spiral  bound) 

Pioneer  Western  Bank— First  of  Denver  Robert  S.  Pulcipher  (BPU-749)  $39.95 
(hrdbd) 

Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns  of  the  U.S.  Donald  H.  Kagin  (BKA-709)  $29.95 
(hrdbd) 

Recollections  of  a  Mint  Director  Frank  A.  Leach  (BLE-100)  $9.95  (sftbd) 
Romance  of  Coin  Collecting,  The  Ed  Rochette  (BRO-721)  $12.95  (sftbd) 

Silver  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-204)  $149  (hrdbd) 

Standard  Catalogue  of  Encased  Postage  Stamps,  The  Hodder  /Bowers  (BBM- 
355)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent,  The  Sol  Tayler  (BTA-404)  $19.95  (sftbd) 
U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage  Don  Taxay  (BTA-774)  $35.00  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Clad  Coinage,  The  Ginger  Rapsus  (BRA-511)  $12.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-307) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857  Howard  R.  Newcomb  (BNE-798)  $50.00 
(hrdbd) 

United  States  Copper  Coins  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-302)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

U.S.  Dimes,  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-304) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-135) 
$57.95  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece,  The  Michael  Wescott  (BWE-705)  $14.95 
(sftbd) 

United  States  Numismatic  Literature,  19th-Century  Auction  Catalogues, 
Volume  One  John  W.  Adams  (BAD-721)  $125  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

U.S.  Three-cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-303) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a  Numismatist  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-140)  $29.00  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  Bruce  Fox  (BFO-107)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (BBR-764) 
$100.00  (hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  (BBR-765) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Half  Cents,  1793-1857  (BBR-763)  $60.00 
(hrdbd) 

Waterford  Water  Cure,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM  422)  $49.95  (deluxe  hrdbd) 
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UNITED  STATES 
NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE  VOLUME  I. 
19TH-CENTURY 
AUCTION  CATALOGUES 


United  States  Numismatic 
Literature,  Volume  I,  19th- 
Century  Auction  Catalogues 

By  John  W.  Adams 

As  this  book  is  out  of  print,  less  than  30  copies 
remain.  In  one  of  the  most  impressive  reference 
books  of  all  time,  the  author  has  studied  19th- 
century  dealers  in  detail,  described  their  lives, 
and  listed  their  auction  catalogues.  271  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BAD-721)  Pub.  $125 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 


By  David  Akers 

A  best-seller,  184  pages,  with  separate  pages 
devoted  to  each  issue.  Rarity  information  is 
given  in  several  degrees  of  Mint  State 
preservation,  as  well  as  hints  and  additional 
collecting  information.  Illustrated.  Special 
Offer:  Get  the  hardbound  version  at  the 
softbound  price. 

>-  Hardbound  (BAK-749)  Special  Price: 
Only  $19.95 


T  <  .  :  : 

COMPREHENSIVE 

CATALOG  & 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 

of  United  States  Coins 


The  Coin  World  Comprehensive 
Catalog  &  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Coins 

By  David  T.  Alexander 

The  author  describes,  illustrates,  and  prices 
American  coinage  from  1652  to  the  present: 
colonial  and  early  state  coins;  all  early 
independence  period  issues;  and  pattern  and 
trial  coinage;  among  others.  646  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BAL-lOO)  Pub.  $19.95 

►  Hardbound  (BAL-101)  Pub.  $35.00 


Numismatic 

Typographica 


William  Blades 


Numismatic  Typographica 

By  William  Blades 

Limited  edition  (just  300  copies)  of  this  1883 
work  about  the  medallic  history  of  printing, 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  esoteric  specialties  in 
numismatics.  With  a  new  foreword  by  Henry 
Morris,  this  1991  reprint  offers  185  pages,  24 
full  pages  of  illustrations,  quality  hardbound,  on 
good  quality  paper.  The  editorial  material  is 
quite  interesting  and  guarantees  the  buyer  an 
enjoyable  evening. 

>-  Hardbound  (BBL-853)  Pub.  $40.00 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


fly  Ai  Blythe 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes  on  a  year-by¬ 
year  basis  and  goes  far  beyond  the  Daniel  W. 
Valentine  work  on  the  series.  A  must  for  anyone 
interested  in  this  series.  168  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BBL-105)  Pub.  $29.95 


Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best  seller  traces  the  life  of  one  of  America’s 
most  successful  coin  dealers.  Whether  you  are 
collector,  dealer,  or  investor,  here  is  the  success 
story  second  to  none.  Founder  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild  and  its  first 
president,  he  received  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award, 
the  highest  recognition  given  by  the  ANA.  An 
inspiration  to  anyone  aspiring  to  be  a  success  in 
the  hobby.  351  pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BBM-164)  Pub.  $19.95 


(Great  buy!/ 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford ,  Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and 
investment  aspect  of  coins.  The  fabulous 
California  Gold  Rush,  the  great  Treasury  release 
of  Morgan  silver  dollars  in  1962,  the  coin 
market  over  the  years,  dos  and  don’ts  of  coin 
investment,  and  more.  Enthusiastically 
acclaimed!  306  pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Hardbound  (BBM-125)  Pub.  $24.95 


Great  buy! 


m 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  work,  comprised  of  two  deluxe  hardbound 
volumes,  chronicles  the  history  of  the  ANA  since 
its  founding  in  1891,  with  excerpts  from  the 
pages  of  The  Numismatist.  In  a  year-by-year 
study,  the  author  analyzes  the  politics, 
personalities,  and  trends  that  shaped  America’s 
premier  numismatic  association.  1,768  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BAN-710)  Pub.  $159 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market  (2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best-selling  book  contains  information 
about  the  following:  How  to  buy  and  sell  coins 
effectively;  slabs  and  certified  coins,  pros  and 
cons;  how  to  get  an  extra  value  for  your  money; 
dealers  and  dealing;  market  and  price 
information;  using  it  to  your  advantage;  secrets 
of  successful  collecting  and  investing,  and  much, 
much  more.  372  pages. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-353)  Pub.  $19.95 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE  TO 
UNHID, 
SHTES  i 

GO  LD  COINS 

ir  a  QAVio  to wms 


Buyer’s  Guide  to 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 

This  book  will  be  worth  its  weight  in  gold  to 
anyone  interested  in  American  gold  coins. 
Describes  each  type  from  1795  onward, 
discusses  availability,  and  includes  extensive 
research  by  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg.  122  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-350)  Pub.  $12.95 
>-  Hardbound  (BBM-351)  Pub.  $19.95 


Coins  and  Collectors 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  was  first  published  in  1964,  and  has 
been  reprinted  several  times  since  then,  most 
recently  in  1988.  Here  is  a  book  which  delighted 
an  earlier  generation  of  numismatists  and  which 
was  the  first  book  that  Dave  Bowers  ever  wrote. 
You’ll  enjoy  reading  about  numismatic  history, 
investment,  die  varieties,  and  more!  Certainly 
one  of  the  best-selling  numismatic  books  of  all 
time.  214  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-400)  Pub.  $9.95 
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The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter: 

A  Study  In  Rare  Coin 
Price  Performance 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Gives  yearly  market  closing  prices,  1963  to 
1988,  for  all  popular  series.  A  vivid  record  of  the 
market,  cycles  and  changes  in  popularity  which 
shaped  the  market  over  the  past  30  years.  527 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-402)  Pub.  $34.95 
>-  Hardbound  (BBM-403)  Pub.  $49.95 
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Commemorative 
Coins  ot  the 
United  States 

Rv  (j.  Davd  Btwen 

Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Full  of  facts,  figures,  and  information  about 
commemoratives  from  the  19th  century  through 
1991.  768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-308)  Pub.  $39.95 

►  Quality  Hardbound  (BBM-308A)  Pub.  $49.95 

►  Deluxe  Limited  Edition  (BBM-308B)  Pub. 

$75 

(Great  buy!) 

The  Compleat  Collector 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  monograph  contains  some  views,  often 

tongue-in-cheek,  on  coin  collecting — and  what 
makes  a  collector  compleat  (or  complete), 
illustrated  with  whimsical  drawings  from  Elli 
Ford.  This  monograph  does  not  pretend  to  be  a 
serious  work,  but,  rather,  an  irreverent 
observation  of  some  aspects  of  what  many  of  us 
consider  to  be  the  world’s  greatest  hobby.  A  fun 
reading  experience!  40  pages,  illustrated. 

>■  Softbound  (BBM-158)  Pub.  $4.95 
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High  Profits  From  Rare  Coin 
Investment  (NEW  13th  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  truly  great  book  combines  fascinating  text 
with  charts,  data,  etc.  Here  is  a  glimpse  of  what 
this  volume  contains:  Building  a  Portfolio; 
“Slabbed”  and  Certified  Coins;  Price  and  Market 
Cycles;  Avoiding  Mistakes;  Spotting  Sleepers; 
Grading;  How  the  Stock  Market  Affects  the  Coin 
Market;  and  much,  much  more!  Over  400  pages, 
illustrated. 

>■  Softbound  (BBM-104)  $19.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


A l  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  CoBectlon 


(Great  buy!) 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  in  color  by  coins  from  the  fabulous 
Garrett  Collection,  catalogued  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  and  sold  at  auction  for  $25  million,  this 
immense  volume  covers  in  depth  all  series  from 
colonials  to  regular  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and 
gold  issues,  to  territorials  and  patterns.  This 
book  will  be  the  foundation  to  your  reference 
library.  572  pages. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-130)  Pub.  $59.95 


An  Inside  View  of  the 
Coin  Hobby  In  The  1930s: 

The  Walter  P.  Nichols  File 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Contains  fascinating  correspondence  from  the 
private  files  of  1930s  dealer  Walter  P.  Nichols. 
Letters  from  this  secret  file  offer  a  wealth  of 
information  the  hobby  during  these  formative 
years.  Scandals  and  controversies,  successes  and 
failures  come  to  life.  144  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-155)  Pub.  $14.95 


The  Numismatist’s 
Fireside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Within  the  covers  of  this  book  is  a  banquet  of 
numismatic  tales  by  well-known  authors, 
including  Q.  David  Bowers,  Douglas  McDonald, 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Don  Alper,  Cal  Wilson,  Bruce 
Lorich,  Paul  M.  Green,  Hans  Schulman,  and 
Louis  Eliasberg.  Articles  on  history,  collecting, 
investment,  rarities — you  name  it!  224  pages. 

>-  Softbound  (BBM-201)  Pub.  $9.95 


The  Numismatist’s 
Lakeside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  is  the  third  in  the  series  of 
Companion  books.  An  interesting  book,  packed 
with  all  sorts  of  stories  by  a  variety  of  well- 
known  authors,  including  Ed  Rochette,  Robert 
W.  Julian,  Michael  Wescott,  Tom  LaMarre,  Q. 
David  Bowers,  Frank  Gasparro,  John  W.  Adams, 
Michael  Hodder,  J.G.  Macallister,  and  others. 
224  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-202)  Pub.  $9.95 


The  Numismatist’s 
Weekend  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  offers  a  wide  variety  of  articles  on 
topics  ranging  from  Vermont  coppers  to 
historical  medals  to  controversial  commemora- 
tives.  Interspersed  in  this  volume  are  Dave 
Bower’s  “This  and  That”  columns,  made  up  of 
news  and  notes  from  all  over.  You  will  enjoy  this 
book  whether  you  read  one  article  at  a  time  or 
the  whole  volume.  224  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-206)  Pub.  $9.95 


Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  volumes,  over  2,000  pages!  Offers  data  on 
mintages,  rarity,  grading  information,  buying 
tips,  and  prices.  Describes  ever  silver  dollar  issue 
ever  minted,  from  early  dollars  through  modem 
commems.  Now  being  shipped. 

>-  Hardbound  (BBM-204)  Pub.  $149.00 


Great  buy! 


United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Includes  valuable  information  on  sleepers, 
unrecognized  rarities,  good  buys,  plus 
information  concerning  design,  distribution,  and 
other  valuable  facts.  Each  major  design  type 
from  1793  to  date  is  illustrated  and  completely 
described,  256  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BBM-307)  Pub.  $9.95 
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The  Numismatist’s 
Bedside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  book  offers  enjoyable  reading  about 
numismatics,  unusual  aspects  of  the  hobby, 
investment.  An  anthology  of  some  of  the  best 
articles  from  past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review, 
by  such  authors  as  Q.  David  Bowers,  Dennis 
Loring,  Frank  M.  Todd,  Walter  Breen,  Bruce 
Lorich,  James  F.  Ruddy,  David  L.  Ganz,  and  even 
one  written  by  Mark  Twain.  224  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-200)  Pub.  $9.95 


United  States  Copper  Coins: 

An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q,  David  Bowers 

Half  cents,  large  cents,  small  cents,  and  two-cent 
pieces  are  discussed  in  detail  and  all  major  types 
are  illustrated.  Why  is  it  rare?  Why  is  it  priced  as 
such?  Which  issues  are  sleepers?  How  have  such 
pieces  been  collected  over  the  years?  176  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-302)  Pub  $9  J>5 
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United  States  Dimes, 

Quarters  and  Half  Dollars: 

An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  takes  you  behind  the  scenes  and  gives 
you  a  dealer’s  view  of  sleepers  you  can  find,  and 
many  different  things  to  watch  for  when  buying 
and  selling — an  “inside  view”  of  these 
denominations.  215  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-304)  Pub.  $9.95 


*, 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  by  pieces  from  the  fabulous  Louis 
Eliasberg  Collection,  which  the  author 
catalogued  and  sold  at  auction  for  $12.4  million. 
Readable  and  informative,  this  volume  discusses 
all  you  want  to  know  about  American  gold 
coins.  How  they  were  minted,  why  certain  issues 
are  rare,  stories  of  rarities,  and  so  on.  415  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BBM-135)  Pub.  $57.95 
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United  States  Three-cent  and 
Five-Cent  Pieces:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  volume  gives  you  an  inside  view  of  three- 
cent  pieces,  nickel  five-cent  pieces,  and  half 
dimes.  Sleepers,  the  stories  behind  rarities  such 
as  the  fabulous  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  and 
the  unique  1870-S  half  dime  are  recounted,  with 
many  photographs.  168  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-303)  Pub.  $9.95 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His 
Era,  Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the 
fascinating  and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 
Brand  (1862-1926)  and  how  he  became  known 
as  “the  world’s  greatest  coin  collector,”  owning 
over  350,000  coins  by  the  time  he  died.  The 
book  is  literally  a  “numismatic  tour”  of  the  past! 
Truly  delightful  reading!  248  pages,  illustrated. 
>•  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  Pub.  $29.00 
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Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

One  of  the  greatest  books  ever  written  in 
numismatics!  Every  American  issue  from  the 
earliest  days  onward  is  discussed.  Virtually  a 
numismatic  library  all  in  one  book!  An  absolute 
must  for  every  numismatic  library,  beginning  or 
advanced!  754  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

>-  Hardbound  (BBR-764)  Pub.  $100.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

In  this  revised  edition,  the  author  details  Proof 
coin  manufacture,  characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  gives  a  wealth  of  other 
information  concerning  Proofs.  Year  by  year 
analysis.  Includes  detailed  discussions  of  Proof 
sets,  scarcities  and  rarities,  and  pedigrees  of 
classic  issues.  338  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
>-  Softbound  (BBR-765)  Pub.  $29.95 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia 
of  U.S.  Half  Cents,  1793-1857 

This  superb  book,  with  photographs  by  Jack 
Collins,  contains  over  500  pages  of  half  cent 
lore,  with  at  least  a  full  page  or  more  devoted  to 
each  date  and  major  variety!  Enough  spicy 
comments,  editorial  opinions,  and  other  tidbits 
to  keep  you  reading  from  the  beginning  through 
to  the  end.  One  of  the  most  impressive 
specialized  books  on  U.S.  coinage  ever 
published!  500  pages,  includes  color  plates. 

►  Hardbound  (BBR-763)  Pub.  $60.00 


LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

The  author  gives  all  the  facts  concerning  Liberty 
Seated  quarters  from  the  first  issue  in  1838  to 
the  last  in  1891.  Characteristics  of  striking, 
details  of  die  varieties,  rarity  in  various  grades, 
collecting  hints,  and  more — this  book  has  it  all. 
265  large-size  pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BBR-800)  Pub.  $39.95 


The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of 


The  Early 
Quarter  Dollars 
United  States 


the  United  States  1796-1838 

By  A.  W.  Browning 

This  reprint  of  the  definitive  book  in  the  series 
has  been  updated  and  revised  by  Walter  Breen 
and  Michael  Hodder.  Intensive  information  is 
offered  about  die  varieties,  attributions,  and 
auction  records.  A  must  for  the  quarter  dollar 
specialist.  182  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBR-811)  Pub.  $19.95 

►  Hardbound  (BBR-812)  Pub.  $29.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
Articles  by  some  of  the  most  respected 
numismatists  of  our  time.  A  companion  to  the 
ANA  History,  this  book  includes  studies  by  John 
W.  Adams,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Walter  Breen, 
Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  Carl  W.A.  Carlson,  Mrs. 
Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Michael 
Hodder,  Robert  W.  Julian,  Eric  P.  Newman,  and 
Andrew  W.  Pollock  III.  372  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BAN-711)  Pub.  $65 


Fractional  Money 

By  Neil  Carothers 

First  published  in  1925,  this  reprinted  volume 
tells  about  “fractional  money” — the  author’s 
term  for  copper,  nickel,  and  silver  coins.  He 
details  various  issues,  telling  how  different 
metallic  and  other  changes  came  to  be, 
interrelating  numismatics  with  various  financial 
conditions,  wars,  and  other  events.  One  of  the 
most  valuable  numismatic  reference  books  ever 
published.  392  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BCA-835)  Pub.  $19.95 
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BY 
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The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

Reprint  of  this  19th-century  classic.  Details 
colonial,  state,  and  early  American  coins,  the 
history,  legislation  pertaining  to  them, 
collecting,  comments,  etc.  A  simply  marvelous 
book,  and  one  of  our  favorites.  A  must  for  your 
library,  even  if  you  do  not  collect  early  American 
coins.  This  reprint  edition  also  includes  modem 
comments  by  Eric  P.  Newman.  378  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BCR-271)  Pub.  $45.00 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 

A  comprehensive  look  at  this  popular  modern 
series.  Features  complete  date  and  mintmark 
analysis,  grading  information,  rarity  rating  by 
date  and  grade,  pricing  guidelines,  population 
rankings  of  certified  coins,  and  the  history  of  the 
series.  154  pages,  with  280  photographs. 

»•  Softbound  (BFO-107)  Pub.  $29.95 
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Gold  Coins  of  the  World  From 
Ancient  Times  to  the  Present 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

New  revised  and  expanded  sixth  edition. 
Contains  illustrations,  brief  descriptions,  and 
prices  of  gold  coins.  An  excellent  guide  to  the 
specialty,  and  a  “must”  for  any  serious  buyer. 
The  Friedberg  work  is,  of  course,  the  classic  in 
the  field — and  this  is  the  best  edition  yet. 
Hardbound,  extensively  illustrated,  723  pages. 
>•  Hardbound  (BFR-902)  Pub  $55.00 


Coinage  Laws  of 

the  United  States  1792-1894 

By  David  L.  Ganz 

One  of  the  most  significant  references  ever 
published!  This  volume,  originally  printed  in 
1894,  contains  all  the  coinage  laws  leading  to 
the  creation  of  designs,  modifications  of  metallic 
standards,  establishment  of  branch  mints,  etc., 
covering  one  of  the  most  significant  times  in  the 
history  of  numismatics.  With  new  foreword.  77 
pages. 

►  Softbound  (BGA-100)  Pub.  $9.95 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

This  volume  contains  a  great  deal  of  information 
on  this  popular  series  covering  issues  from  1837 
through  1891.  No  collector  of  dimes  should  be 
without  a  copy.  192  pages,  over  550 
photographs. 

►  Softbound  (BGR-222)  Pub.  $36.95. 


How  to  Grade  U.S.  Coins 

By  James  L.  Halperin 

The  author  has  studied  in  detail  Uncirculated 
and  Proof  coins,  particularly  Morgan  silver 
dollars,  but  other  popular  design  types  as  well, 
and  in  this  extensively  illustrated  volume  gives 
pointers  on  how  to  differentiate  various  grades. 
Between  the  two  covers  you’ll  find  much  useful 
information.  167  pages,  extensively  illustrated. 
►  Softbound  (BHA-700)  Pub.  $14.95 

ft 


MINT 

MARKS 


Mint  Marks 

By  Augustus  G.  Heaton 
Reprinted  limited  edition  of  the  original, 
published  in  1893.  This  book,  with  a  new 
introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  references  ever  printed. 
Originals  sell  for  $100-$200  each!  Augustus 
Heaton  pioneered  the  way  to  mintmark 
collecting,  listing  various  “Causes  of  Attractive¬ 
ness”  and  telling  numismatists  why  they  should 
collect  coins  of  various  mints. 

►  Softbound  (BHE-950)  Pub.  $6.95 


The  Official  Identification 
and  Price  Guide  to 
Minting  Varieties  and  Errors 

By  Alan  Herbert 

This  guide  (fifth  edition)  answers  questions  on 
varieties  and  errors,  including  how  they  were 
produced,  why  they  occurred,  how  to  tell  if  they 
are  genuine,  and  how  to  estimate  and  rarity. 
With  over  250  photographs,  this  book  will  help 
you  find  unusual  coins.  390  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BHE-770)  Pub.  $12.95 


An  Historical  Account 
of  American  Coinage 

By  John  H.  Hickcox 

Reprint  of  the  original,  first  published  in  1858. 
This  book  is  the  first  large-size  work  published 
in  America  and  devoted  exclusively  to  American 
numismatics.  Furnishes  information  on  colonial, 
state,  and  early  coinage,  as  well  as  coinage  of 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  through  1857.  In  addition 
to  153  pages  of  text,  five  illustration  plates  are 
incorporated. 

>•  Softbound  (BHI-100)  Pub.  $9.95 
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Q.  David  Bowers 


The  Comprehensive 

U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia 

By  John  W.  Highfill 

Containing  as  it  does  so  many  contributions 
from  so  many  different  authors,  this  book  will  be 
an  excellent  source  for  information  for  anyone 
interested  in  silver  dollars,  particularly  those  of 
the  Morgan  and  Peace  types.  1,240  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BHI-127)  Pub.  $100.00 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins  with 
complete  and  concise  information  regarding  all 
silver  and  gold  issues,  from  the  1848  CAL 
quarter  eagle  to  the  modern  1991  issues.  An 
essential  quick  reference  guide  for  the  beginning 
and  advanced  commemorative  collector.  165 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-309)  Pub.  $9.95 


The  Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  reference  tells  the  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  how  it  was  formed  over  several 
generations,  from  Liberty  Holden  in  the  19th 
century,  to  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.  in  our  own 
time.  Includes  dozens  of  full-page  plates  of  prize 
American  coins.  The  story  of  the  coins 
themselves  and  the  personalities  who  acquired 
them.  288  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBMi-145)  Pub.  $29.95 


The  Standard  Catalogue 
of  Encased  Postage  Stamps 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  book  is  the  basic  reference  on  this 
fascinating  series.  Dozens  of  different  varieties 
are  described,  and  accompanying  each 
description  is  historical  text,  rarity  ratings,  and 
catalogue  prices.  A  must.  Foreword  by  Herman 
Herst,  Jr.,  with  appreciations  by  John  J.  Ford. 
Jr.,  and  Robert  Kincaid.  192  pages,  profusely 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-355)  Pub.  $is>  Q5 
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Medals  of  the  United  States  Mint— 
The  First  Century,  1792-1892 

By  Robert  W.  Julian 

Published  by  the  Token  and  Medal  Society,  this 
condensed,  large-format  book  is  a  gold  mine  to 
anyone  interested  in  medals  produced  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  Contains  abundant 
information  concerning  production  quantities, 
rarities,  designers,  and  the  like.  Interesting 
reading  and  highly  recommended.  475  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BJU-788)  Pub.  $35.00 


Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns 
of  the  United  States 

By  Donald  H.  Kagin 

The  “last  word”  on  the  subject  of  territorial  gold 
coins,  privately-issued  gold  coins,  ingots,  and 
bars — as  well  as  other  topics  relating  to  the  wild 
West.  While  collecting  territorial  gold  coins  is 
admittedly  a  rarified  realm,  this  book  is  valuable 
to  every  numismatist,  for  it  is  crammed  with 
history,  romance,  numismatic  facts,  and  more! 
406  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BKA-709)  Pub.  $29.95 


Pioneer  Gold:  Auction  Analysis 

By  Jerry  Kimmell 

Fewer  than  200  copies  of  this  valuable  study 
have  been  printed.  For  the  collector  or 
researcher  in  the  field  of  territorial  gold  coins, 
this  study  forms  a  very  valuable  key  to  prices 
over  the  years  and  the  number  of  times  a  given 
variety  has  crossed  the  auction  block.  Highly 
recommended!  138  pages,  coins  illustrated  in 
color  on  cover. 

►  Spiral  bound  (BK1-750)  Pub.  $39.95 


' 


Abe  Kosoff  Remembers 

By  Abe  Kosoff 

Reprint  of  this  old-time  dealer’s  reminiscences. 
Chock  full  of  anecdotes  and  stories.  Fascinating 
reading.  392  pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BKO-703)  Pub.  $19.95 


BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 

The  most  comprehensive  study  of  the  Buffalo 
nickel  ever  published!  This  new  reference  work 
includes  a  thorough  examination  of  the  history 
of  the  series,  pattern  and  trial  pieces,  Proof  and 
specimen  coins,  error  coins,  grading  and  rarity 
information,  and  date  and  mint  analysis  of  all 
known  varieties.  Nearly  400  photographs. 

►  Softbound  (BLA-106)  Pub.  $24.95 


_ MM 

The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Dimes 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  detailed  analysis  of  all  issues  from  1892  to 
1916,  with  a  page  or  more  given  to  each  date 
and  mintmark.  A  great  guide  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  series.  Pricing,  rarity,  grading 
—  it’s  all  here! 

►  Softbound  (BLA-lOl)  Pub.  $23.95 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 

The  author  discusses  Barber  half  dollars  on  a 
date-by-date  basis,  illustrating  each  issue,  rating 
its  rarity,  giving  its  price  in  three  different  year 
categories,  and  adding  comments  concerning 
strike,  lustre,  and  other  considerations.  Handy 
for  anyone  interested  in  the  series  and 
recommended  in  this  regard.  112  pages, 
extensively  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BLA-102)  Pub.  $24.95 

^G^aTbuyT| 

Recollections  of  a  Mint  Director 

By  Frank  A.  Leach 

This  great  book,  with  a  new  foreword  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  divulges  the  memoirs  of  Frank  A. 
Leach,  superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
from  1897  to  1907.  You’ll  go  behind  the  scenes 
at  the  mint  and  read  fascinating  information  not 
readily  available  elsewhere.  Originally  published 
in  1917,  this  book  is  sure  to  be  enjoyed  from 
cover  to  cover.  Highly  recommended.  136  pages, 
illustrated. 


►  Softbound  (BLE-100)  Pub.  $9.95 


Tilt  Error  Coil 
Encyclopedia 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia 

By  Arnold  Margolis 

The  author,  one  of  the  best-known  experts  in  the 
field  of  error  coins,  discusses  everything  to  do 
with  minting  and  mint  errors — including  the 
minting  process,  how  coins  are  struck,  how  mint 
errors  are  produced,  different  types  of  mint 
errors,  etc.  All  in  all,  this  is  truly  worthy  of  the 
name  “Encyclopedia.”  Every  collector  should 
have  one.  370  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BMA-760)  Pub.  $21.95 


Catalogue  of  the  Louis  Helfen- 
stein  Collection  of  Large  Cents 

By  Lester  Merkin 

One  of  the  landmark  events  in  American  auction 
history,  the  Helfenstein  Collection,  expertly 
catalogued  and  including  many  superb  coins, 
caused  a  sensation  when  it  was  sold  by  Lester 
Merkin  in  August  1964  and  shattered  just  about 
every  price  record  in  existence!  Included  is  a  list 
of  prices  realized.  Just  a  few  copies  remain! 

►  Softbound  (BME-750)  Pub.  $25.00 


♦  N 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
Reprint  of  this  classic  work.  The  standard 
reference  book  on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Hardbound  (BNE-798)  Pub.  $50.00 


The  Eagle  That  Is  Forgotten 

By  Dr.  Joel  Orosz 

This  great  book,  with  a  preface  by  Eric  P. 
Newman,  tells  the  story  of  a  pioneer  American 
collector  who  formed  his  cabinet  during  the 
18th  century  and  who  was  involved  in  many 
other  collecting  and  intellectual  pursuits.  This 
volume  which  will  shed  new  light  on  the  early 
days  of  coin  collecting  in  America.  75  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BOR-500)  Pub.  $9.95 

►  Hardbound  (BOR-501)  Pub.  $19.95 
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Early  Half  Dollar 
Die  Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

This  is  the  classic  guide  to  attributing  pieces  in 
this  series.  Photographs  of  die  varieties  include 
new  discovery  pieces  enlarged  two  diameters. 
New  sections  and  information  include  data  on 
Condition  Census,  pictorial  grading,  design 
types,  and  much  more.  710  pages. 

►  Hardbound  (BOV-lOO)  Pub.  $59.95 


Best  Buys  in  Rare  Coins 

By  Donn  Pearlman 

The  author,  a  member  of  the  ANA  Board  of 
Governors,  CBS  radio  broadcasting  personality, 
and  long-time  numismatist,  gives  observations 
and  advice  about  buying  rare  coins,  all  spiced 
here  and  there  with  a  bit  of  humor.  Filled  with 
fascinating  information  and  stories  about  the 
most  recommended  coin  and  currency  items. 
Contains  a  large  reference  section  for  more 
specific  information.  197  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BPE-100)  Pub.  $8.95 


The  Pioneer  Western  Bank- 
First  of  Denver  1860-1980 

By  Robert  S.  Pulcipher 

The  author  tells  the  story  of  one  of  the  West’s 
most  famous  banks.  It  contains  a  wealth  of 
information  concerning  early  checks,  financial 
documents,  banking  practices,  etc..  (Illustrated 
with  color  pictures  of  the  people  involved  in  this 
early  firm!)  220  pages,  color  illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BPU-749)  Pub.  $39.95 


The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coinage, 
the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  The 
book  also  includes  data  on  clad  coins  in 
circulation  and  collections,  as  well  as  a  selection 
of  readings  pertaining  to  the  subject.  Illustrated. 
►  Softbound  (BRA-511)  Pub.  $12.95 


The  Other  Side  of  the  Coin 

By  Ed  Rochette 
(Foreword  by  Ed  Reiter) 

A  delightful  compendium  of  short  stories 
associated  with  coining  and  minting  around  the 
world.  Fascinating  reading  about  coins  of  the 
American  West,  numismatic  personalities,  paper 
money,  organizations,  and  other  timely  topics. 
Entertaining  and  educational — a  delightful  and, 
in  the  field  of  coin  books,  rare  combination.  200 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BRO-719)  Pub.  $9.95 


Great  buy! 


Romance 

CotfCoEecting 


The  Romance  of  Coin  Collecting 

By  Ed  Rochette 

The  author,  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  and  one  of  the  most 
popular  coin  writers  of  all  times,  has  written 
several  dozen  fascinating  stories  about  the 
background  of  certain  coins,  tokens,  medals,  and 
paper  money  issues.  Here  is  a  thoroughly 
delightful  book  that  will  furnish  a  weekend  of 
good  reading — pure  numismatic  entertainment! 
184  pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BRO-721)  Pub.  $12.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Match  your  coin  to  the  photograph  and,  presto, 
it’s  graded!  The  best-selling  grading  guide  ever 
published.  Designated  as  an  official  grading 
guide  by  the  ANA  in  1972.  All  series  are  covered 
from  half  cents  through  double  eagles.  Also 
contains  information  concerning  cleaning  coins, 
preserving  them,  how  to  recognize  Matte  Proofs, 
and  other  data.  Essential.  208  pages,  illustrated. 
►  18th  Edition,  Softbound  (BRU-414)  Pub. 
$9.95 


Hard  Times  Tokens 

By  Russell  Rulau 

This  is  the  fourth  edition  of  this  classic  reference 
work,  first  published  in  1899  by  Lyman  H.  Low, 
and  updated  by  Russell  Ralau.  An  excellent 
study  of  Hard  Times  tokens,  issued  circa  1832- 
1844 — one  of  the  most  fascinating  series  in 
American  numismatics! 

►  Softbound  (BRU-723)  Pub.  $14.95 


Confessions 
of  A 

Numismatic 

Fanatic 


Frank  S.  Robinson 


Confessions  of  a 
Numismatic  Fanatic 

By  Frank  S.  Robinson 

This  book  by  Frank  Robinson —  a  long-term, 
knowledgeable  observer  of  the  numismatic 
scene — gives  many  great  tips  about  how  to  buy 
and  sell  coins  profitably.  Worth  its  weight  in 
gold  if  you  read  it  and  make  use  of  it!  Lots  of 
old-fashioned,  valuable  information.  Over  200 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BRO-710)  Pub.  $19.95 


Making  Money 

By  Ed  Rochette 

A  fascinating  book,  highly  enjoyable,  by  one  of 
American’s  best-known  numismatic  writers.  In 
this  volume,  Ed  Rochette  regales  the  reader  with 
many  fascinating  stories  of  counterfeiters, 
issuers  of  phony  numismatic  pieces,  impostors, 
and  the  like.  Definitely  worth  having — a  volume 
you  can  curl  up  and  spend  an  evening  reading! 
150  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BRO-720)  Pub.  $9.95 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  work  by 
William  S.  Sheldon.  This  book  contains  over  60 
photos  of  large  cents,  together  with  plates  of  12 
new  varieties  discovered  since  1965.  340  pages, 
illustrated.  Our  supplier  had  copies  of  this  book 
autographed  in  ink  at  the  1990  ANA  Convention 
by  Walter  Breen,  a  co-author  of  the  book. 

►  Hardbound  (BSH-lOO)  Pub.  $50.00 

►  Hardbound  Autographed  by  Walter  Breen  (BSH- 
101)  Pub.  $75.00 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  Snow 
(edited  by  Chris  Pilliod) 

This  long  overdue  book  on  a  very  popular  series 
contains  more  information  than  you  ever 
dreamed  existed  about  Indian  cents.  It  aids  in 
the  identification  of  repunched  dates,  some  rare 
overdates  and  other  items.  An  absolute  necessity 
for  the  thousands  of  numismatists  who  like 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents. 

►  Hardbound  (BSN-725)  Pub.  $797,0 
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Save 
I  Money!  I 

Take  10%  off  | 
all  book 
orders  up  to 
$100;  take 
20%  of  all 
book  orders 
over  $100! 
(Off 

publisher's 
prices  listed 
here.) 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 
A  new  printing  of  this  classic  work  on  American 
commemoratives,  now  386  pages  long,  and 
available  for  the  first  time  in  quality  format  for 
an  affordable  price.  This  reference  gives  detailed 
information  on  commemorative  coins  from  1892 
to  date,  plus  much  other  useful  data. 

►  Softbound  (BSW-742)  Pub.  $29.95 


'•7:  Mint- 
Coinage 


U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage 

By  Don  Taxay 

Dave  Bowers  was  once  asked  to  name  the  five 
most  valuable  books  ever  produced  on  the 
subject  of  U.S.  coinage,  and  this  was  one  of 
them!  Discusses  in  detail  the  operations  of  the 
U.S.  Mint  from  the  earliest  days  onward.  Over 
400  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BTA-774)  Pub.  $35.00 


The  Standard  Guide 
to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

The  only  current  and  comprehensive  collector’s 
guide  to  the  Lincoln  cent.  Packed  with  new, 
updated  information  on  every  coin  in  the 
series —  including  13  pages  devoted  to  1943 
copper  cents  alone!  Includes  historic 
information,  recent  auction  sales  figures,  and 
population  data  for  Mint  State  and  Proof  coins. 
Over  300  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BTA-404)  Pub.  $19.95 


Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Encyclopedia 
of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  &  A.  George  Mallis 
Out  of  print  since  1981,  this  revised  work  is 
acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most  important 
numismatic  references  ever.  Sections  on  the 
background  of  silver  dollar  coinage.  520  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BVA-707)  Pub.  $49.95 
>■  Hardbound  (BVA-708)  Pub.  $69.95 


THE  UNITED  STATES 

Nickel 
Five-Cent 
Piece  (S) 

A  DATE -BY  DATE. 

.ANALYSIS  AND  HISTORY 


The  United  States  Nickel 
Five-Cent  Piece:  A  Date- 
By-Date  Analysis  and  History 

By  Michael  Wescott 

The  first  full-length  study  of  the  nickel  five-cent 
piece  ever  published.  Walter  Breen  writes  in  the 
introduction,  “Michael  Wescott  taught  me  facts 
about  nickels  I  hadn’t  known  even  after  30  years 
of  studying  this  series.”  Illustrated.  192  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BWE-705)  Pub.  $14.95 
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Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

This  book  discusses  each  and  every  Charlotte 
Mint  gold  coin,  including  characteristics,  rarity, 
and  numerous  other  factors.  A  standard 
reference  in  the  field.  Highly  acclaimed.  140 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BWI-812)  Pub.  $14.95 
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New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

The  second  of  Douglas  Winter’s  books  this  one 
focusing  on  the  New  Orleans  Mint  and  the  gold 
coins  struck  there.  Includes  characteristics  of 
each  issue,  by-grade  rarity  ratings,  Condition 
Census  listings  and  much  more.  Over  200  pages, 
illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BWI-814)  Pub.  $19.95 
►  Hardbound  (BWI-815)  Pub.  $31.95 


♦  Non-Numismatic  Books 
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The  Encyclopedia  of 
Automatic  Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  standard  reference  on  coin-in-the-slot,  old- 
time  nickelodeon  pianos  with  art  glass  fronts, 
music  boxes,  calliopes,  player  pianos,  musical 
gambling  machines,  orchestrions,  and  circus 
organs.  Over  15,000  copies  sold!  The  American 
Library  Association  called  it  “one  of  the  best 
reference  books  of  the  year.”  1,008  pages, 
illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BBM-801)  Pub.  $49.00. 


The  Moxie  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

If  you  enjoy  history,  nostalgia,  and  old-time 
photos  of  soda  parlors,  carnivals,  and  fairs,  if 
you  want  to  read  one  of  the  greatest  success 
stories  in  business — then  this  book,  about  a  soft 
drink  that  once  outsold  Coca-Cola,  is  a  must. 
The  book  will  provide  several  evenings  of 
delightful  reading!  760  pages,  softbound. 
Second  printing! 

►  Softbound  (BBM-809)  Pub.  $19.95. 


Nickelodeon  Theatres 
and  Their  Music 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  tells  all  about  the  ornately  fronted 
theatres  of  the  1900-1915  years,  plus  hundreds 
of  illustrations  of  early  film  stars,  theatres,  and 
so  on.  A  great  book  for  those  interested  in 
American  history  and  nostalgia!  212  pages. 

>-  Softbound  (BBM-821)  Pub.  $19.95 
>-  Deluxe  hardbound  (BBM-822)  Pub. 
$24.95 


The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  inquiry  into  a  numismatic  oddity, 
counterstamped  coins  of  the  mid  1800s,  takes 
the  reader  back  to  the  days  when  hydropathy 
(water  cure)  was  practiced  all  over  the  U.S.  By 
focusing  on  the  history  of  one  establishment  in 
rural  Maine,  Q.  David  Bowers  discusses  the 
history  of  the  water  cure  while  also  painting  a 
picture  of  life  there.  A  deluxe  limited  edition  of 
only  650  copies.  224  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  hardbound  (BBM-422)  Pub.  $49.95 


Muriel  Ostriche: 

Princess  of  Silent  Films 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  a  “you  are  there”  fashion,  you  will  journey  to 
the  era  of  silent  pictures  while  reading  about 
Muriel  Ostriche,  who  was  voted  the  second  most 
popular  film  actress  in  America  in  1913.  If  you 
are  interested  in  film  history,  American  history, 
or  enjoy  books  written  in  a  nostalgic  vein,  here 
is  a  volume  you  will  not  want  to  miss. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-830)  Pub.  $19.95 

►  Deluxe  hardbound  (BBM-831)  Pub.  $24.95 
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The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues  were  issued  by  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  and  its  successor.  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
Each  catalogue  includes  a  list  of  prices  realized. 

►  GARRETT  COLLECTION  AUCTION  CATALOGUES  (1979-1981) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-501)  $69.00.  Features  the  1804  silver  dollar,  three 
Brasher  doubloons,  colonial  coins,  U.S.  regular  issues,  and  other  items — 
which  crossed  the  auction  block  for  $25  million! 

►  CONNECTICUT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  M.  VERNON 
SHELDON  COLLECTIONS  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-515)  $8.00. 

Two  great  old-time  collections. 

►  GEORGE  D.  HATIE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
518)  $8.00.  Featuring  a  superb  collection. 

>-  MARCUS  J.  BROWN  ESTATE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-521)  $8.00.  A  large  offering  of  U.S.  coins  in  various  categories, 
plus  other  specialties. 

►  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  I  (1983)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-525)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-526)  $25.00. 

A  classic  sale! 

►  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1984)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-541)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $25.00. 

Includes  many  rarities,  especially  in  the  gold  series.  Classic! 

►  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ARTHUR  SIPE  AND  EVERETT  W. 

NESS  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-531)  $8.00.  The  collection  of  Arthur 
Sipe,  past  president  of  the  ANA,  and  Everett  W.  Ness. 

►  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  RUDY  SIECK  &  ROY  HARTE  (1984) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-535)  $8.00.  Containing  silver  coins  to  copper  to  gold 
and  much  more! 

►  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ADMIRAL  OSCAR  H.  DODSON  AND 
RICHARD  L.  COLLIER  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-545)  $8.00. 

Packed  with  rarities  from  the  collection  of  Admiral  Oscar  Dodson. 

►  THE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

550)  $8.00.  From  the  Emery  and  Nichols  collections,  hidden  in  a  bank 
vault  for  decades. 

►  THE  LEE  F.  HEWITT  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

551)  $8.00.  Features  U.S.  coins,  patterns,  and  paper  money. 

►  THE  MILTON  G.  COHEN  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-553)  $8.00.  Features  United  States  and  world  coins,  patterns,  and 
paper  money. 

>-  THE  HOKE  S.  GREENE  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
558)  $8.00.  Features  a  1796  quarter  dollar,  many  rare  issues! 

►  RARE  COINS  FROM  THE  ABE  KOSOFF  ESTATE  (1985)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-560)  $8.00.  From  the  estate  of  one  of  America’s  most 
respected  dealers,  Abe  Kosoff.  A  treasure  trove  of  rarities. 

>-  HAWAIIAN  CONSIGNMENT  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-562) 
$6.00.  A  slim  catalogue  offering  137  specimens  of  the  1928  Hawaiian 
commemorative  half  dollar. 

►  THE  EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-564) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-565)  $25.00.  U.S.  coins, 
tokens,  encased  postage  stamps,  colonials,  paper  money,  and  ancient 
coins. 

►  THE  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-569)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-570) 
$25.00.  U.S.  half  dimes,  plus  gold  coins,  commems,  and  silver  dollars. 

►  THE  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  LEIDMAN  (1986)  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-572)  $25.00.  This  catalogue  features 
Hard  Times  and  Civil  War  tokens,  so-called  dollars,  and  other  Americana. 

►  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS  (1986)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-573)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-574) 
$25.00.  The  greatest  collection  ever  of  inaugural  medals,  Assay 
Commission  medals,  Indian  Peace  medals,  etc. 

>•  THE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
575)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-576)  $25.00.  A 
superb  offering  of  the  gold  coins  of  Harry  Einstein. 

►  THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE  DR.  CHARLES  W. 
INGLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-577)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-578)  $25.00.  Emphasizes  early  American 
coins. 

►  THE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH  &  THE  HARVEY  E. 
SMITH  COLLECTIONS  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-579)  $8.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.BBM-580)  $25.00.  A  huge  collection  of 
world  coins  and  U.S.  coins. 

>-  THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
581)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-582)  $25.00. 

Primarily  of  U.S.  coins. 

>•  THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER  COLLECTION 
(1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-585)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-586)  $25.00.  An  interesting  sale  from  the  reference  collection  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Denver,  Colorado. 

►  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
589)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-590)  $50.00.  A 

treasure  trove  of  numismatic  information,  and  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
rarity-laden  catalogues  ever! 


►  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-599)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-600) 
$50.00.  Many  different  U.S.  coins;  silver,  gold,  and  colonials. 

►  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-605)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-606) 
$50.00.  Offered  are  colonials,  half  dollars,  silver  dollars,  and  more. 

►  THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-591) 

$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-592)  $25.00.  Included  is 
the  1834  King  of  Siam  Proof  set,  with  a  Gem  Proof  1804  silver  dollar. 

►  THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLECTION  (1987) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-593)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
594)  $25.00.  Many  desirable  U.S.  coins  from  colonials  to  gold. 

►  THE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-595)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-596) 
$25.00.  With  important  large  cents,  a  Gem  Proof  1879  $4,  early  gold, 
rare  U.S.  patterns,  and  Washington  pieces. 

►  THE  GULA  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-597) 

$10.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-598)  $25.00.  The  most 
valuable  collection  of  world  gold  ever! 

►  THE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHT  COLLECTIONS  (1988)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-601)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-602) 
$25.00.  Patterns,  Proofs,  a  $47.71  Kohler  ingot;  paper  money. 

►  THE  ESTATES  OF  PHIUP  M.  MANN,  JR.  &  GLENN  SMEDLEY 
(1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-603)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-604)  $25.00.  Two  important  collections  of  rare  U.S.  patterns, 
commemoratives,  gold  coins,  and  other  numismatic  specialties. 

►  THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-607)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-608)  $25.00. 
An  important  offering  of  Proof  coins,  rare  gold,  large  cents,  etc. 

►  THE  ESTATE  OF  BYRON  F.  JOHNSON,  JR.  (1989)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-609)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-610)  $25.00. 
Many  important  U.S.  rarities  and  world  coins. 

►  FOUR  LANDMARK  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
611)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-612)  $25.00. 
Offered  are  U.S.  rarities,  Hard  Times  tokens,  Civil  War  tokens  and  store 
cards  and  world  coins! 

►  THE  BROOKS  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-613) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-614)  List:  $25.00.  A 

wonderful  selection  including  early  U.S.  gold  coins  andl794-1803  silver 
dollars. 

►  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DR.  NELSON  PAGE  ASPEN— THE  1989 
ANA  CONVENTION  SALE  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-615)  $10.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-616)  $25.00.  A  veritable 
smorgasbord  of  U.S.  and  world  rarities. 

>•  THE  KISSEL  AND  VICTORIA  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-617)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-618) 
$25.00.  One  of  the  most  significent  offerings  of  Canadian  coins  ever. 

►  THE  SACCONE  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-619) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-620)  $25.00  A  varied 
offering  of  American  coins,  from  New  Jersey  coppers  to  a  High  Relief 
MCMVII  double  eagle. 

►  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  R.H.  GORE,  JR.  AND  DENNIS  IRVING 
LONG  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-621)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-622)  $25.00  Two  important  collections  featuring 
gems  from  the  Norweb,  Garrett,  and  Eliasberg  collections. 

►  SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BOYD,  BRAND  8:  RYDER  COLLEC¬ 
TIONS  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-623)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-624)  $25.00  Superb  U.S.  coins.  Hard  Times  tokens, 
colonials,  paper  money,  and  Canadian  coins. 

►  THE  SUSSEX  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-625) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-626)  $25.00.  Superb 
coins  from  an  old-time  holding. 

►  THE  ROBERT  W.  RUSBAR  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-627)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-628)  $25.00. 

A  diverse  sale  with  important  pieces  to  be  found  in  virtually  all  series! 

►  THE  GREENWICH  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
631)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-632)  $25.00.  A 

strong  sale  which  features  an  old-time  cabinet  of  U.S.  gold  pieces  from 
1790  on. 

►  THE  MARVIN  P.  MATLOCK,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-633)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-634) 
$25.00.  Features  a  specialty  collection  of  Liberty  Head  double  eagles. 

►  THE  GEORGE  N.  POLIS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-635)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-636) 
$25.00.  Highlighted  by  an  vast  collection  of  ancient  Roman  coins. 

►  THE  ANA  1891-1991  CENTENNIAL  AUCTION  (1991)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-637)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-638) 
$99.00.  A  diverse,  comprehensive  auction;  a  once  in  a  century 
opportunity. 

►  THE  FRONTENAC  SALE  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-639)  $8.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-640)  $25.00.  Features  collections 
of  Canadian  coins,  colonial  and  state  coins,  and  numismatic  Americana. 
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A  Great  Way  To 
Display  f turn! 


THESE  SUPERBLY  CRAFTED  DISPLAY  HOLDERS  WILL  SHOW 
OFF  YOUR  COIN  COLLECTION  TO  ITS  FINEST  ADVANTAGE! 


®  Dansco  Coin 
Albums 

Bowers  and  Merena  is  pleased  to  offer  you  a  line  of  Dansco  Coin 
Albums  to  beautifully  display  your  collection.  You  will  be  proud  to  own 
these  albums,  which  are  made  with  the  finest  materials  and  superb 
craftsmanship'  The  ports  on  each  page  will  hold  your  coins  securely, 
and  each  port  is  imprinted  to  properly  identify  your  coins. 

The  pages  are  housed  in  handsome  simulated  leather,  which  is 
beautifully  gold  embossed  to  furnish  a  truly  luxurious  setting  for 
your  collection.  , 

We  are  offering  these  albums  for  about  15%  off  the  retail  price. 
i  “All-in-one”  construction  folds  out  to  allow  display  without 
turning  pages. 

I  Coins  are  open  to  the  air,  ideal  for  circulated  coins. 

I  Pages  lie  flat,  making  it  easy  to  insert  coins. 

I  Ports  are  exact  size  of  the  coins  and  inscribed  with  year,  mint,  and 
number  minted. 

I  Bound  in  handsome,  gold  embossed,  simulated  leather. 


Deluxe  Albums 

D-90  Indian  Head  Cent  1856-1909 . $3.60 

D-112  Buffalo  Nickel  1913-1938 . $3.60 

D-121  Liberty  Dime  1892-1916 . $3.60 

D-122  Mercury  Dime  1916-1945  . $3.60 

D-141  Washington  Quarter 

1932-1962  . $5.40 

D-160  Liberty  Standing  Half  Dollar . $6.30 

D-165  Franklin  Half  Dollar  1948-1963 . $3.60 

Supreme  Albums 

I  Loose-leaf  pages,  plastic  coated  and  washable. 

I  Ports  are  covered  with  acetate  slides  to  protect 
and  allow  viewing  of  both  sides  of  your  coins. 

I  Housed  in  a  handsome  two-post,  simulated 
leather,  gold  embossed  binder. 

D-7070  U.S.  Type-major  coins  from 

1800 . $18.95 

D-7099  Large  Cents-five  blank  pages . $18.95 

D-7101  Indian  Head  Cents . $14.95 

D-8100  Lincoln  Cents- 1909  to  date, 

including  Proof-only . $22.95 

D-8102  Lincoln  Memorial  Cents- 1959  to 

date,  including  Proof-only . $14.95 


Kingswood  Display 
Holders 


Pr otect,  store,  and  display  your  collection  to  its  finest  advan¬ 
tage-all  with  our  Kingswood  Display  Holders.  Made  of  sturdy  8  x 
1 0  Lucite  plastic,  black  with  individually  stamped  bright  gold  letters, 
sandwiched  between  two  clear  sheets,  and  secured  with  screws  at 
the  border;  these  holders  are  the  finest  on  the  market. 

Save  almost  15%! 

Regularly  $28.50  each-you  can  order  now  from  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  for  only  $24.50.  That’s  a  savings  of  almost  15%! 


Type  Collection  Holders 

KW-1  New  Issues  Copper 
and  Silver,  1793-1799 
KW-2  New  Issues  Copper 
and  Silver,  1800-1830 
KW-3  New  Issues  Copper 
and  Silver,  1831-1850 
KW4  Copper,  Copper-Nickel, 
Silver,  1851-1860 
KW-5  New  Issues  Bronze, 
Nickel,  Silver  186 1-1 900 
KW-6  New  Issues  Copper, 
Nickel,  Silver  190 1-1 950 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-5: 
Bronze,  Nickel  and  Silver 
Issues,  1861-1900 


KW-7  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver 
1951  Onward 

KW-8  New  Issues  Gold,  1834-1900 
KW-9  New  Issues  Gold,  1901-1933 
KW-9A  Gold,  1901-1933  &  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVII 
KW-1 1  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 
KW-1 2  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  of  1936 
KW-13  Commemorative  Silver  &  Clad,  1937-1986 
KW-1 4  New  Issues  Gold  1795-1834 
KW-1 5  Commemorative  Gold  Issues  1903-1986 
KW-191  U  S.  Half  Cents,  Selected  Classic  Head  Types, 
Regular  Issues,  1809-1835 
KW-2 1 1  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 
KW-2 12  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Silver  Dollars 
KW-2 1 3  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Basic  Type  Collection 
KW-230  United  States  Half  Cent  Types,  1793-1857 
KW-231  United  States  Half  Cent  and  Large  Cent 
Types,  1793-1857 

KW-232  United  States  Cert  Types,  1793  to  Date 
KW-233  United  States  Coinage  Designs-Two,  Three, 
and  Five-Cent  Pieces,  1851  to  Date 
KW-234  United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1794-1873 
KW-235  United  States  Dime  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-236  United  States  Quarter  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-238  United  States  Dollar  Types-Regular  Issues, 
.900  Silver,  1794-1935 

KW-240  United  States  Dollar  Types,  1794  to  1987 


D-7111  Liberty  Nickels . $12.95 

D-7112  Buffalo  Nickels . $12.95 

D-7120  Dimes-from  1892 . $22.95 

D-7121  Liberty  Dimes . $12.95 

D-7123  Mercury  Dimes . $12.95 

D-7130  Liberty  Head  Quarters 

1892-1916 . $16.95 

D-7132  Liberty  Standing  Quarters . $12.95 

D-8140  Washington  Quarters-from 

1932,  including  Proof-only . $22.95 

D-7150  Liberty  Head  Half  Dollars 

1892-1915 . $16.95 

D-7160  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1916-1947 . $16.95 

D-7161  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1941-1947 . $12.95 

D-7165  Franklin  Half  Dollars . $12.95 

D-7178  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  . $16.95 

D-7179  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  . $16.95 

D-7175  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  . $12.95 

D-7094  Commemorative  Type  Set . $14.95 

D-7097  Commemorative  Coins  1980s . $12.95 


Date  Collection  Holders 

KW-100  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  1856-1878. 
KW-101  Indian  Cents,  1879-1909- 
KW-1 11  Buffalo  Nickels,  1925-1938. 

KW-1 30  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1916-1923- 
KW-1 31  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  19241930. 
KW-133  Washington  Quarters,  1943-1952. 

KW-1 40  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1916-1919- 
KW-141  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1920-1934. 
KW-142  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1935-1940. 
KW-143  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1941-1947. 
KW-1 50  Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880. 

KW-1 51  Morgan  Dollars,  1881-1883. 

KW-1 52  Morgan  Dollars,  1884-1887. 

KW-1 53  Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891. 

KW-1 54  Morgan  Dollars,  1892-1895. 

KW-155  Morgan  Dollars,  1896-1900. 

KW-1 56  Morgan  Dollars,  1901-1921. 

KW-1 57  Morgan  Dollars,  20th-Cent  Issues  1901-1921 
KW-1 92  U.S.  Braided  Hair  Half  Cents-Business 
Strike  Issues  1849-1857. 

KW-239  U.S.  20th-Century  Dollars  1878-1987. 
KW- 181  United  States  20th-Century  Liberty  Eagles. 
KW-201  United  States  Silver  Eagles,  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  Half  Dollar. 

KW-202  United  States  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eagle. 

KW-203  United  States  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eagle 

KW-2 60  Morgan  &  Peace  Dollars,  Mint  Collection. 
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WE’LL  DO  THE  WORK. 


\  on  get  the  rewards  > 


f 


>  Take  advantage  of  oar  newly 
expanded  Want  Ifst  Service! 

ake  advantage  of  our  newly 
expanded  Want  List  Service, 
designed  to  fit  your  personal 
V  numismatic  needs.  By 

*  ja  becoming  a  member  of  our 

Want  List  Service,  you  can  be 
right  in  the  center  of  the  best  buys  in  America! 

Your  friendly  account  representative  will  be 
your  eyes  and  ears  on  every  convention  bourse 
floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time  collections  come 
through  our  doors,  and  over  the  telephone  to 
dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the 
grades  you  want,  and  at  prices  that  will  be  good 
value  for  you. 

We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

1)  Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  organization  has  been  one  of  the 
most  reputable,  longest-established,  and 
financially  secure  coin  companies. 

2)  Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the 


For  information,  call  toll 

1  -800-222- 


-free 


Or  write: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Attn:  Want  List  *  Box  1224  *  Wolfeboro  NH  03894 


quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen 
specifically  for  their  aesthetic  appeal  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  their  technical  grades.  PLUS,  each  is 
priced  to  be  a  good  value  for  you.  We  promise 
that  you  will  like  the  beautiful  coins  you  receive 
from  us!  Each  and  every  purchase  you  m,ake 
from  us  comes  with  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

3)  We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly  enjoy 
providing  the  best  in  personal  service.  Each  of 
our  clients  becomes  an  important  member  of 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  “family”  of  coin  buyers. 

I  invite  you  to  send  me  a  list  of  the  important, 
hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price 
range  of  $250  up  to  any  higher  amount. 

Just  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to  list  the 
coins  you  need.  Please  fill  it  out  as  completely  as 
you  would  like  to,  and  send  it  to  me. 

I  will  immediately  begin  searching  for  the  coins 
you  specify! 

I  really  look  forward  to  helping  you! 

O 

Gail  Watson 
Direct  Sales  Department 


Terms  of  Sale 


OAny  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at 
800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line 
603-569-5095. 

An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  conve¬ 
nience.  Enclose  your  remittance  or  use  MasterCard, 
Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  the  information  in 
raised  print  on  your  card,  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign 
your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices  if  possible  (these  will 
only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design 
type  andofequalor  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice 
has  been  sold.  Please  add  $3  postage  and  handling  for  all 
orders  under  $300.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through 
our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

©Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on 
unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  l‘/2%  per  month  (18% 
per  annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for 
further  details.) 

O  Overnight  delivery  is  available  as  a  special  service  for 
established  customers.  For  $10  extra,  coins  will  be 
shipped  overnight  express  to  a  street  address  (sorry, 
not  box  numbers).  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book 
shipping.  Please  request  this  when  ordering. 

GUARANTF.E:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  rea¬ 
son,  including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days 
of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc. 
have  a  rerum  privilege  of  seven  f  7 1  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion 
coins  dealer  to  dealer  transactions,  or  coins  for  which  the 
price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  nu¬ 
merical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion 
of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary 
among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various  pub¬ 
lished  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our  conserva¬ 
tive  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless 
thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we 
have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members 
are  members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Others  staff  members 
have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profes¬ 
sion  for  many  years. 

All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national 
and  regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our 
clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or 
mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 


As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  perfor¬ 
mance  or  quality  of  any  coin  or  its  price  in  the  future. 
Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  More¬ 
over,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period  of 
time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New 
Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County 
and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and 
special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any 
errors  which  may  occur. 


Staff 


♦  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review 

Q.  David  Bowers 

♦  President  —  Raymond  N.  Merena 

♦  Direct  Sales  Dept.  —  Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist; 
Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatic 
Associate;  Lynne  R.  Curotto;  Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director 

♦  Auction  Dept.  —  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph  D.,  Director;  Andrew  W 
Pollock,  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Frank  Van  Valen,  Professional 
Numismatist;  Barbara  Southard,  Chris  Karstedt 

♦  Research  Dept.  —  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N 
Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III,  Frank  Van  Valen 

♦  Graphics  Dept.  —  Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Douglas  Santaniello, 
Art  Director;  Kristen  Aiton  Muldoon;  Roberta  French;  Linda  A. 
Heilig;  Sarah  Cochrane;  Cathy  Dumont,  Manager,  Photography 
Department 

♦  Administration  —  John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager,  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara,  Elaine  Dionne.  Lisa  Simons,  Elizabeth  Mann,  Carolyn 
Craigue,  Tricia  Toepper,  Maggie  Kettler,  Donna  A.  Badeau 

♦  Publications  Dept.  Doug  Plasencia.  Manager.  Mary  Tocci 

♦  Accounting  Department  Donald  H.  Snyder,  CP.  A  ,  Com  rol¬ 
ler;  Laurel  A  Morrill;  Pat  Dumas 
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COINS 


Quantity 

Denom. 

Date  and  Mintmark 

Grade 

Price 

Total  coin  order 

SPECIAL  OFFERS 


Quantity 

SPECIALS:  All  prices  for  specials  include  postage  and  handling 

Total  Special  Price 

Ray's  Special  #  (Commemorative  Half  Dollars) 

Dave's  Special  #  ( Morgan  Dollars) 

Special  #  Name 

Special  #  Name 

Special  #  Name 

Total  specials  order 

BOOKS 


Quantity 

Stock  No. 

Title 

Price 

-  ' 

1 

RCR  Only  Subscription 

□  $19.00 

1 

Domestic  Subscription:  Our  best  value! 

□  $79.00 

1 

Canada  &  Mexico:  via  First  Class  Mail 

□  $135.00 

1 

Foreign  Subscriptions:  via  Air  Mail 

□  $185.00 

Total  book/subscription  order 

Your  coins  will  be  sent  by  first  class  mall  or  airmail; 

books  and  supplies  under  separate  cover  by  special  book 
rate.  If  you  wish  this  type  of  delivery  (and  your  order  is 
under  $300),  please  check  the  $3  box  in  the  order  form. 
(We  pay  postage  for  standard  delivery  orders  over  $300.) 
We  also  offer  overnight  delivery  to  established  clients. 
If  you  prefer  this  service,  just  check  the  $10  box  in  the 
order  form.  Mail  your  order  to:  Bowers  and  Merena, 
Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


SUBTOTAL 

Standard  postage  (orders  under  $300) 

Overnight  delivery 

□  $3.00 

□  $10.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 

ADDRESS  &  PAYMENT 


Please  print  the  following: 
Name: 

Address: 

City:  

State: Zip: 
Telephone: 

Customer  #: 


Payment: 

□  Personal  or  bank  check 

□  MasterCard  □  Visa 

□  American  Express 

For  the  items  advertised  in  this  issue  of: 

Rare  Coin  Review  No.  95 

Card  # 


Exp,  date 
Signature 


SEND  FOR  FREE  INFO 


Please  send  me  free  information 
about  the  following  services  offered 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

□  Collection  Portfolio  Program 

□  Commemorative  Coin  Club 

□  Want  List  Program 


TOLL-FREE:  (800)  222-5993 
IN  NH:  (603)  569-5095 
FAX:  (603)  569-5319 


